
24 AIAL Forum No 108

Frances Adamson AC*

administrative law. 

passions of the average person one might stop on Rundle Mall. But ask them instead whether 

the operation of the local council to the most complex aspects of constitutional law. 

‘re

pronounced, or the challenge so complex. 

processes and institutions, it is undeniable that the COVID pandemic has given fertile 

are nonetheless indicative of a stress in the fabric of our social discourse and our social 
compacts. And it is perhaps commonplace, but nonetheless true, to note also that social 
media, and the narrow casting of news through curated feeds, means that opinions are more 
often reinforced and normalised than challenged and subjected to the rigour of debate. 

encouraged and welcomed, and I view the maintenance and strengthening of that perception 

Administrative process, practice and law in a 
pandemic — how much is enough? 

version of her opening address to the Australian Institute of Administrative Law 2023 National Conference in 
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Within proper bounds, I want the role of Governor to be seen as integral to the public life of 

of both Houses of the State Parliament and Members of the House of Representatives and 
Senators representing South Australia.

1 

of the South Australian First Nations Voice Act 2023 was conducted, including the Executive 
Council, in public on the steps of the Parliament House, just up the road. Content aside, all 

grounds a place for all South Australians. We were encouraged that 60,000 members of the 

insofar as the Crown is the fons et origo [source and origin] of state power. 

Over the centuries there has been an inverse correlation between the decline in the personal 

the sovereign’s loss, although not the Crown’s. 

are not powers still left to Governors, and I should here acknowledge the virtual presence 
Veiled Sceptre2 has become required 

something I have had cause to repine. 

and to warn.] 
The Veiled Sceptre: Reserve Powers of Heads of State in Westminster Systems (Cambridge 
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I can speak about it, to some degree at least, because of an article that appeared in  
The Australian

3 

a posthumous pardon for a man hanged for a triple murder in the late 1950s has been 

governor needed to release the reasons for the rejection’. 

with direct administrative responsibilities and attendant challenges. 

terms of engagement with administrative law in its various guises, but the Department of 

commenced in the Administrative Appeals Tribunal and 377 freedom of information requests 

both positions. 

In both, for all the challenges and for all the failings that might occur, I saw and see, almost 

for example, the remaking of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal or the recent creation of a 
National Anti-Corruption Commission. 

The Australian (online, 19 September 2022) 
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4 I will not comment on 

consideration. Without, in light of the report, being glib, I nonetheless believe that the path of 

the future, is an important contributor to its continuing improvement. 

depend on it. 

4 Royal Commission into the Robodebt Scheme


