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would take into account the posi­
tion of trust relating to that office?

• Should a new offence be included 
in the future Act equivalent in part 
to the common law offence of non­
feasance or neglect of duty, for ex­
ample, wilful failure by an office 
holder to carry out a duty of his or 
her office knowing or having rea­
son to believe that his or her fail­
ure may cause loss of life, personal 
injury or serious property dam­
age?

• Should the future Act include a 
provision making it an offence for 
the holder of a public office to ex­
ercise a power or discretion vested 
in him or her for an improper or 
dishonest motive?

• Is there any other common law of­
fence which should be included in 
the future Act?

Comments may be sent to the Secre­
tary, Review of Commonwealth Crim­
inal Law, PO Box 237, Civic Square, 
ACT, 2608.

* * *

publications
Australia
ALRC

• Report on Matrimonial Property, 
1987, No 39

• Discussion Paper on Sentencing: 
Procedure, 1987, DP 29

• Discussion Paper on Sentencing: 
Prisons, 1987, DP 31. •

• Discussion Paper on General Insol­
vency Inquiry, 1987, DP 32.

NSW LRC

• Discussion Paper on Police Pow­
ers of Arrest and Detention, 1987, 
DP 16.

Tas LRC

• Report on Minors’ Contracts, 1987, 
No 48.

• Report on Burden of Proof in Crim­
inal Proceedings and Statutory Of­
fices, 1987, No 49. (to be tabled)

• Report on Suretyship and Guaran­
tee, 1987, No 50. (to be tabled)

• Report on Variation of Private 
Trusts, 1987, No 51. (to be tabled)

• Annual Report 1986.

VLCC

• Third Report on the Operation of 
Section 32 of the Interpretation of 
Legislation Act 1984, 1987.

• Ninth Report on Subordinate Legis­
lation, 1987.

VLRC

• Report on Rape and Allied Offences: 
Substantive Aspects, 1987, No 7.

• Report on Mortgagee Sales and 
Judgment Debts, 1987, No 8.

• Estate Agents and Auctioneers, 
DP 1, 1987 (Joint VLRC and Regu­
lation Review Unit DP).

• Report on Plain English and the
Law, 1987, No 9 includes 8 
appendixes published separately in 
3 volumes: Drafting Manual,
Takeovers Code, Magistrates 
Act Summons & other documents.
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Canada
CLRC

• Working Paper on the Charge Doc­
ument in Criminal Cases, 1987, 
WP 55.

• Working Paper on Public and Me­
dia Access to the Criminal Process, 
1987, WP 56.

• Towards a Modern Federal Adminis­
trative Law, 1987. (Administrative 
Law Series Consultation Paper)

• Immunity from Execution, 1987 
(Administrative Law Series Study 
Paper)

BCLRC

• Report on Obsolete Remedies
Against Estate Property: Estate
Administration Act, Part 9, 1987, 
No 91.

• Annual Report 1986/87, 1987,
No 92.

Manitoba LRC

• Report on Periodic Payment of 
Damages for Personal Injury and 
Death, 1987, No 68.

• Report on Administrative Law; Part 
II: Judicial Review of Administra­
tive Action, 1987, No 69.

• Sixteenth Annual Report 1986/87, 
1987.

Ontario LRC

• Report on Amendment of the Law of 
Contract, 1987.

Saskatchewan LRC

• Report on Tentative Proposals for 
Compensation of Accused on Ac­
quittal, 1987.

Hong Kong 
HKLRC

• Report on Contempt of Court, 1987, 
Topic 4.

• Report on Coroners, 1987, Topic 14.

New Zealand 
NZELRC

• Report on Confessions, 1987.

NZLC

• Report on Imperial Legislation in 
force in New Zealand, 1987, No 1.

United Kingdom 
Law Com

• Twenty-first Annual Report includ­
ing First Annual Report of the 
Conveyancing Standing Committee 
1985-86, 1987, No 15.

• Report on Sale and Supply of Goods, 
1987, No 160.

• Report on Leasehold Conveyancing, 
1987, No 161.

• Report on Landlord and Tenant: 
Reform of the Law, 1987, No 162.

• Report on Deeds and Escrows, 1987, 
No 163.

• Report on Transfer of Land: For­
malities for Contracts for Sale etc of 
Land, 1987, No 164.

• Report on Private International 
Law: Choice of Law Rules in Mar­
riage, 1987, No 165.

• Working Paper on Landlord and 
Tenant: Compensation for Tenants’ 
Improvements, 1987, WP 102.
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United States 
California L Rev C

• Recommendation relating to Pro­
bate Law, January 1987.

• Tentative Recommendation relating 
to Uniform Dormant Mineral Inter­
ests Act, July 1987.

* * *

new references
ALRC

• Products Liability

VLRC

• Co-ordination of Law Reform Ac­
tivity in Australia. This is a 
standing reference establishing a for­
mal mechanism for improving co­
ordination between the work of the 
VLRC and other Australian Law 
Reform Agencies. The reference 
will operate through the Attorney- 
General specifying particular re­
ports of other agencies which may be 
applicable in Victoria. The Commis­
sion will examine and advise the At­
torney on these reports. The refer­
ence also allows VLRC to enter into 
‘joint-ventures’ with other agencies.

* * *

what’s going on in the Ire’s
Australian Law Reform Commission 
(ALRC)

• Admiralty. Research Paper No 4, 
‘Criminal Admiralty Jurisdiction’ 
nearing completion.

• Class Actions. Draft Report be­
ing prepared. Due at the end of 
1987.

• Community Law Reform. Reports 
on Occupiers’ Liability and a DP on 
Enduring Powers of Attorney are be­
ing finalized.

• Debt Recovery. Report tabled in 
federal Parliament on 21 October 
1987.

• Insolvency. DP on General Insol­
vency was released in September. 
Public hearings will commence in 
November.

• Matrimonial Property. Report was 
tabled in Federal Parliament on 16 
September 1987.

• Sentencing. DP’s on Procedure and 
Prisons were released in September. 
A third DP is due in the coming 
month. Public hearings are being ar­
ranged for November.

New South Wales Law Reform Com­
mission (NSWLRC)

• Artificial Conception.

— Surrogacy. Draft DP under 
consideration by Division.

- In Vitro Fertilization. DP re­
leased and submissions are now 
being received.

• Registration and Certification of 
Births and Deaths. Consultative pa­
per near completion.

• Evidence. The Division has been 
reconstituted and work has com­
menced on the final report.

• Sale of Goods. Work on Issues Paper 
completed.

• Criminal Procedure.


