
T h e  A B A  h a s  a n n o u n c e d  it w ill m a k e  n e w  te le v is io n  a n d  ra d io  lic e n c e s  

a v a i la b le  in t h e  D arw in  a n d  K a th e r in e  a r e a s .

D a r w i n K a t h e r in e

B usiness and indus 
try will be able to 
consider taking up a 
commercial televi­

sion and a commercial radio 
licence for the Darwin area, 
while local community groups 
will be able to begin organis­
ing to apply for new commu­
nity radio licences (one in 
Katherine and two in Dar­
win), the ABA has announced.

‘This is the third commercial 
television licence to be made 
available as a result of the 
ABA’s national planning proc­
ess. The first two licences were 
in Mildura/Sunraysia and in 
the Griffith/Murrumbidgee Ir­
rigation Area. We’ve consulted 
extensively with broadcasting 
industry service providers and 
the Darwin public in making 
this decision,’ said Mr Peter 
Webb, ABA Chairman.

The ABA has also made chan­
nel capacity available for:
■  ABC and SBS radio and tel­
evision services in the region, 
■  national/community televi­
sion services in Darwin and 
Batchelor,
■  retransmission of national 
and commercial television 
services in Batchelor,
■ one local coverage open 
narrowcasting television serv­
ice in Darwin,
■  one high power FM open 
narrowcasting radio service in 
Darwin, and
■ several limited power FM 
channels for open narrowcast­
ing radio services in Darwin 
and Katherine.

Licence allocation

New commercial radio and 
television licences will be auc­
tioned via a price-based allo­
cation process now being 
finalised by the ABA. New 
community licences will be 
allocated via a merit-based 
process.

‘The ABA may decide to auc­
tion commercial licences from 
more than one area at the 
same time. This suggests w e’ll 
start auctioning the first com­
mercial licences in early 1996,’ 
Mr Webb said.

Alternatively, when a licence 
area plan (LAP) is completed, 
sole operators in a market 
such as local commercial tel­
evision operator NTD, may 
apply to the ABA to run the 
second commercial television 
service.

‘Under section 73 of the 
Broadcasting Services Act, the 
ABA would allow NTD to pro­
vide an extra service only if it 
is satisfied no other person is 
likely to be interested in, and 
likely to be in a position to 
operate the second commer­
cial television licence,’ said 
Mr Webb.

The Act does not allow the 
ABA to grant this type of re­
quest automatically because 
of the ‘one station to a market 
rule’ for television.

Mew services

Mr W ebb said it w as im por­
tant for people to  understand

location p rocess currently un­
der developm ent by the ABA  
and the Spectrum Management 
Agency.

Licence area plan

The ABA’s decisions are 
detailed in the LAP for

the emergence of 
new services depends on 
the market.

‘New services will only 
appear if a business op­
erator decides to make a 
go of it. New community 
services will exist only if 
there is sufficient com­
munity interest. The ABA 
cannot fund or compel others 
to fund new broadcasting serv­
ices,’ he said.

After the draft LAP for Dar­
win and Katherine was re­
leased in December 1994, 
Sunshine Broadcasting Net­
work, Imparja and the Seven 
Network advised the ABA they 
might be interested in operat­
ing the second commercial 
television service.

If there is no future interest 
in the new commercial li­
cences or any one of the com­
munity licences, the spectrum 
reserved for that licence could 
be used for other purposes, 
including narrowcasting.

Spectrum reserved for nar­
rowcasting would be made 
available via a price-based al-

radio and television in Darwin 
and radio in Katherine.

The LAP does not include 
television services in the 
Katherine area, as the area 
covered by Katherine’s televi­
sion service, IMP, will be in­
cluded in the LAP for Remote 
Central and Eastern Australia. 
A draft of this LAP is due for 
release shortly.
The licence area plan (LAP) 
for Darwin/Katherine shows 
the number and characteris­
tics of all national, commer­
cial, community and open 
narrowcasting television and 
radio services to be made avail­
able using the broadcasting 
serv ices bands o f the 
radiofrequency spectrum.

These are the parts of the o
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spectrum used by AM and FM 
radio services and VHF and 
UHF television services.

The characteristics of each 
service include the service’s 
licence area, carrier frequency, 
nominal transmitter site and 
technical conditions, includ­
ing maximum effective radi­
ated power in all directions.

National broadcasting serv­
ices refers to free-to-air ABC 
or SBS services or to Parlia­
mentary broadcasts. Commer­
cial broadcasting services are j 
privately owned free-to-air j 
services operated for a profit, j 
Community broadcasting serv- j 
ices are free-to-air services J 
provided for community pur- j 
poses by non-profit groups, j 
Open narrowcasting broad­
casting services are free-to-air 
services whose reception is 
limited in some way. j

The release of the LAP fol- j 
lows extensive public consul- I 
tation including a public 
meeting in Darwin in Novem- J 
ber 1993, as well as release of j 
a draft licence area plan and a j 
discussion paper explaining j 
the ABA’s reasons for its pro- | 
posals. 1

A call for written comment | 
on the draft LAP resulted in j 
around forty submissions, I 
which the ABA has taken into > 
account in preparing the plan, j

j
The planning process j

I
The finalisation of a licence | 
area plan completes stage | 
three of the planning process. > 

The first stage was completed i 
in September 1993 with the j 
release of the ABA’s priorities ! 
for planning services across | 
Australia. j

Stage two was completed \ 
with the publication of the j 
frequency allotment plan, set- j 
ting out the number of radio ; 
and television channels in par- I 
ticular areas of Australia.

T e le v is io n
1  Arty new commercial 
television service would be on 
UHFchannel34witha 
nominal transmitter site at 
Deloraine Road and would 
have the same coverage area* - '= 
asNTD,
2. the licence area of the 
existing commercial television 
service {NIB} in Darwin will; 
be redefined using 1991 
Census boundariesbutwili 
otherwise remain unchanged.
3. Channel capacity has been 
reserved in Batchelor for the 
retransmission of both NTD 
(UHF channel 60) and any 
additional commercial service 
(DHF channel 63).
4. Channel capacity for a 
community television service 
will not be made available for 
allocation in Darwin. Iha 
decision to reserve channel 40 
at Deloraine Road and 
channel 67 at Northern 
Territory House for national/ 
community television services, 
and the ASA's readiness to 
make those channels 
available for temporary use; 
by community and 
educational television, should 
adequately address popular 
demand and any interest by 
potential community 
television operators in 
Darwin.
5. Channel capacityfor a 
community television service 
wifi not be made available at 
Batchelor. The decision to 
reserve channel 57 at 
Batchelorfora national/ 
community television service 
should adequately address 
interest in the provision of a; 
community television 
broadcasting service at 
Batchelor.
6. Channel capacity will be 
made available for a local 
coverage open narrowcasting 
television service in Darwin 
on tlHF channel 64 with a 
nominal transmitter site at 
Northern Territory House.

Radio ••
f.TheABAhas extended the 
licence area of existing Darwin 
community radio service,
STOP, to coverthe townships 
of Batchelor, Lake Bennett, 
Adelaide River and fabiru. 
Generally, the ABA does not 
increase the licence area of 
existing community radio 
services as new groups should 
be given the chance to start 
local services wherever 
possible. However, in this case, 
STOP was particularly keen to 
serve these townships and it 
was onlikeiy such small 
communities could support 
individual community radio 
services.
2. Any new commercial and 
community radio services 
wouid use the FM band.
3k Channel capacity wifi be 
made available for two 
national radio services at 
Batchelor. The services would 
operate from Batchelor on 
91.3 MHz and 92.1MHz,
4, Channel capacity for one 
additional commercial FM 
radio broadcasting service will 
be made available in the 
Darwin/Katherine licence area, 
The service would operate in 
Darwin on 104.9MHz from a 
nominal transmitter site at 
Deloraine Road.
5, Channel capadtyfor 
retransmission of this service 
will be made available at 
Katherine, The service wouid 
operate on frequency
106.9MHz from a site 3km ESE 
of Katherine,
Channel capacity fortwo 
additional community FM 
radio services will be made 
available in Darwin. The 
services would operate on 
frequences 94.5MHz and 
97.7MHz from a nominal site 
at the Darwin Institute of 
Technology.
6, Channel capacity for an 
additional community FM 
radio service will be made 
available in Katherine.The 
service wouid operate from a 
site 3km ESE of Katherine on 
102.9MHz.

7. Channel capacity will
conti nue to be made available 
in Darwinfor the existing wide 
coverage open narrowcasting l 
service (8TA8) on AM |
frequency 1242kHz. In the j 
absence of other identified j 
demand for this channel, ! 
following expiration of the ! 
current transmitter licence co ! 
2 October 1997, the channel I 
will be made available under j 
s,34 of the Broadcasting | 
ServkesAct 1992. |
8. Channel capacity will be
made available for one |
additional high power FM >
channel for an extended j
period for an open * 1
narrowcasting radio service in j 
Darwin, The service would | 
Operate from Deloraine Road j 
on frequency 102.5MHz. j 
9* Channel capacity will be I 
made available for three j 
limited coverage FM channels j 
for an extended period for ]
open narrowcasting servlcesto i 
serve Darwin CHy, Darwin East | 
and Darwin North, These I 
services wouid operate Horn 
nominal transmission sites at j 
Blake Street, Palmerston Water \ 
Tower and the Darwin institute | 
of Technology respectively, on ] 
frequencies 92.3,90,7 and j 
91.5MHz, respectively. ]
10. Channel capacity will j 
continue to be made available
in Katherine for the existing 
limited coverage open j
narrowcasting service (STAB] j
on FM frequency 103.7 MHz. 
Following expiration of the 
current transmitter licence on j
2 October 1997, the channel j
will be made available under 
s.34 of the Broadtasting j
Services Act 1992.
11. Channel capacity will be
made available for one j
additional limited coverage FM l
channel for an extended 
period for an open 
narrowcasting service in 
Katherine. The service will \
operate from a site 3km ESE of j
Katherine on frequency !
96.5MHz. !
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Allocation of broadcasting 
services bands licences
With the exception of the chan­
nel capacity reserved for na­
tio n a l and com m unity  
broadcasters, other capacity 
set out in a LAP will be made 
available for commercial li­
cences under a price-based 
allocation scheme.

Open narrowcasting 
licences
Frequencies for new open 
narrowcasting licences will be 
made available under section 
34 of the Act, and providers 
will be determined by use of a 
price-based allocation system 
in conjunction with the Spec­
trum Management Agency.

National services
Extension of national services 
is primarily funded by the 
Australian Government. In ar­
eas where the Government 
has no immediate plans to 
extend a national service, the 
ABA will consider applications 
for re-transmission by local 
communities. 0

! Copies of the plan (which I 
I incl udes decisions, reasons I 
| and records of advice 1 
( received) can be viewed at |
| the Northern Territory j 
| Library Service, Batchelor ]
| College Library and j 
| Katherine Public Library, or |
| can be obtained from  the j 
! ABA on 1800 810 241. j

T h e  A B A  h a s  r e c e n t ly  c o m p le te d  te le v is io n  

p la n n in g  in t h e  G riffith/ M IA  a r e a  a n d  m a d e  a 

s e c o n d  c o m m e rc ia l te le v is io n  c h a n n e l a v a ila b le .

M T I U  G r i f f i t h  a p p l e s  f w

The ABA has received an 
application for permis­
sion to operate a sec­

ond commercial television 
broadcasting service in the 
Griffith and MIA area from 
MTN Television Pty Ltd, licen­
see of local commercial tel­
evision service, MTN.

“MTN television is entitled 
to apply because it is the sole 
commercial television licen­
see in the area,” said Mr Bob 
Scott, Acting ABA Chairman.

The Broadcasting Services 
Act 1992 does not allow the 
ABA to grant MTN’s request 
automatically because of the 
‘one station to a market rule’ 
for television.

Under section 73 of the Act, 
the ABA will allow MTN to 
provide an extra service only 
if it is satisfied ‘that it is un­
likely that another person 
would be interested in, and 
likely to be in a position to 
operate another commercial

te levision  broadcasting 
service in the licence area’.

The ABA must make a 
decision about whether or 
not to give MTN permission 
within 45 days after receiv­
ing the application. This 
date will be 13 November
1995.

In order to meet this dead­
line, persons other than 
MTN who are interested in 
operating a commercial tel­
evision broadcasting serv­
ice in the area, should 
contact the ABA as soon as 
possible.

What happens if the ABA 
does not grant permission to 
MTN under s.73?

The licence will be offered 
for allocation under the 
price-based allocation sys­
tem currently being final­
ised by the ABA.

When would licence alloca­
tion begin?
The ABA may decide to 
auction commercial licences 
from more than one area at 
the same time. This sug­
gests the Authority will start 
auctioning the first com­
mercial licences in early
1996.

Where would the new televi­
sion service be on the dial?
T h e additional service 
would operate on UHF 
channel 31 in Griffith and

on UHF channel 63 in Hay. It will 
have the same licence area as the 
existing commercial television 
service MTN.

Which markets could be involved 
in section 73 applications?
Section 73 applies to solus mar­
kets, where there is only one 
commercial television operator.

There are 14 solus television 
markets within Australia, each of 
which is potentially subject to s. 
73 of the Act, in cases where the 
ABA makes one or more new 
commercial television services 
available in a LAP.

The first two licence area plans 
released by the ABA, Mildura/ 
Sunraysia and Griffith and the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area, 
are both areas to which s.73 
applies.

How is the ABA advising potential 
television operators about s.73 ap­
plications?

The ABA has prepared an infor­
mation package for companies 
participating in the s.73 process, 
including legislative and admin­
istrative frameworks, and is dis­
seminating this to interested 
parties in the Mildura and Griffith 
licence areas.

To speed the process, the ABA 
has written to parties who indi­
cated an interest in an additional 
commercial television service 
during the LAP planning proc­
ess. A notice inviting expressions 
of interest has been published in 
relevant newspapers. 3
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