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M a i n  is s u e s

The ABA’s decision not to 
plan for additional com peting  
com m ercial television services 
for the rem ote regions of re 
m ote Central and Eastern Aus
tralia is a result o f the lack of  
entrepreneurial interest in pro
viding com peting com m ercial 
te le v is io n  se rv ice s  at th e  
present time. The ABA is mind
ful how ever that im m inent 
changes in technology or other 
factors m ay change en trep re
neurial interest in the provi
sion of additional services. If 
this occurs, it will reassess the 
situation as a m atter o f ur
gency.

Given the possibility the LAP 
will be reassessed during 1997, 
the ABA has decided  not to 
perm anently exten d  the li
cen ce  area of the IMP service  
to include Mt Isa. N either has 
it exten d ed  the licence area of  
the Q Q Q  service to include 
Alice Springs. Both of these  
extensions w ere p rop osed  in 
its discussion paper released  
in February 1996. The current 
arrangements, that is the ABA’s 
approval under s .212  of the 
Act for retransm ission of the 
IMP service at Mt Isa and the 
Q Q Q  service at Alice Springs, 
will continue and will be reas

sessed upon application for 
renew al.

Bourke

The decision to m ake chan 
nels available for new  com 
m u n ity  ra d io  s e rv ic e s  in 
Bourke and Lightning Ridge 
is contained in the ABA’s final 
licence area plan for radio in 
Bourke.

‘The decision to m ake chan 
nels available for com m unity  
radio services in Bourke and  
Lightning Ridge follows inter
est expressed by aspirant com 
munity groups. The licences  
for the com m unity radio serv
ices will not be available for 
allocation for at least one year. 
This will give existing aspir
ant groups time to consoli
date and new  aspirant groups  
the opportunity to em erg e ,’ 
said Mr Peter W ebb, ABA 
Chairman.

Any new  com m unity radio 
licences will be m ade avail
able by m eans of a merit- 
based allocation process.
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providing a com m unity radio  
service to Lightning Ridge. The 
ABA has decided  to delay al
location of the com m unity ra
dio licences for at least one  
year to allow  time for the 
existing aspirant groups to 
consolidate and new  aspirant 
groups to em erge.

Existing community radio 
services
The ABA has decided to allow  
2W EB B ourke, the com m u 
nity AM service in Bourke, to 
increase its operating p ow er  
and to exten d  its licence area  
to  in c lu d e  C o o n a m b le ,  
Nyngan and W ilcannia. The 
ABA has provided FM ch an 
nels for transm ission of the 
2W EB service at these locali
ties as well as at Lightning 
Ridge and W algett.

The ABA has also decided to 
allow an increase in the op er
ating p ow er o f the existing  
2TEN Tenterfield com m unity  
FM radio service, and to e x 
tend its licence area to in
clude the com m unity of Texas, 
Q ueensland.

Open narrowcasting
O ne group has exp ressed  an services 
interest in providing a second  The ABA has m ade channels  
com m unity radio service to a v a i la b le  fo r  tw o  o p e n  
B ourke, and on e group in narrow casting services at each

o f  B o u r k e , B r e w a r r in a ,  
C o llaren eb ri, W alg ett and  
W ilcannia and one service at 
Lightning Ridge. The decision  
follows interest exp ressed  by 
aspirant op en  narrow casting  
operators. The licences for 
these services will be issued  
via an auction.

The plans do not include  
com m ercial or national radio  
services. A plan for these  
types of services w as released  
in O cto b er 1996. The plans 
also do not include television  
services. A plan for television  
services in the B ourke region  
is e x p e cte d  be released  later 
this year, and T en terfield  
(w h ich  is part of the N orth
ern  NSW television m arket) 
in 1999. 3
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t Title Origin Class. New/ Decision Applicant
Renewal date

v O CEA N  GIRL 4 Australia PRC new  ; 30 .1 2 .19 9 6 Jonathan M Shift Productions Pty Ltd y||

j  THE BERENSTAIN BEARS ( U SA C  . T  ■ ren ew al' j T20;1: 1.1996 ; T  Southern Star Sales '■  f f c  7 f|

I  THE BONDI PUPPET SH O W Australia PRC new  7 - Q .;j 2 9 .1 1 .1 9 9 6  ■: y Bondi Puppet Theatre

| TO TA LLY  W ILD (Series 6) Australia C new 17.12.1996 ■ '( Network Ten (Brisbane)

< W O RST BEST FRIENDS
is

Australia PRC n e w ;; Q  18.12.1996 Artist Services Pty Ltd „ ' .

% C - children '$ program CAD - C Australian drama P - pre-school program PRC - Provisional C -
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