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Three hundred repe,sentatives of a wide range of law enforcement and policy 
agencies and Intern et service provider groups attended the conference, 
Combating Child Pornography on the Internet. Gareth Grainger, ABA Deputy 
Chairman and Andre e Wright, Director Policy and Content Regulation Branch 
represented the ABA . This is Gareth Grainger's report on the conference. 

Conference report: 
Combating child pornography on the Internet 

The confe rence looked ways of dealing 
w ith child pornography on the Inte rnet. 
Key po ints raised at the confe rence 
included : 

Vice Chancellor Schiissell: 
Inte rpo l says the Inte rne t has become 

the primary means of p ropagating child 
po rnography and this can't be to lerated; 
• g lo b a l co nse ns u s see ms to be 
emerg ing; 
• there must be zero to lerance of child 
po rnography; 
• prod u c t io n , d is tri b uti o n a nd 
possession must be deemed criminal 
offences; 
• the re must be a means to enfo rce 
worldwide bans; 
• the system of hotlines must be further 
enhanced as a law enfo rcement tool; 
• the computer industry must accept 
the ir responsibilities thro ugh codes of 
conduct, blocking and filte ring software 
and pa re ntal control fa cilities . 

Vice-President Gore 
There is significant European Union/ 
USA d ia logue to prevent the use of the 
Inte rnet for the explo itation of children 
using child po rnograph y; 
• the Inte rnet has become a channel 
fo r exploitation of children; 
• we must e ncourage Inte rnet service 
prov ide rs to establish se lf-regulato ry 
mechani sms. 

and how it works· the Inte rnet and how 
it works; and po rnography and the way 
it connects w ith c hildren; 
• the Internet is rrhe primary mea ns of 
distribution of all the e images . It can 
co nfe r an o nymity o f p os ting a nd 
downl oading. En rypted transmissio ns 
allow the individLnal ecure access from 
the privacy of th ir own home; 
• th e Inte rnet ris o nl y a no n ymo us 
beca use it is a ll owed to be. It has 
allow cl th eme r·ge nce of a s nse of a 
virtua l paedophile communi ty which is 
an important sou Tce of reinforceme nt, 
sup port, and pro tection, almost se lf­
sustaining; 
• the primacy of hild protection issues 
in law e nfo rc e me nt mu s t be 
emphas ised . 'New' material needs to be 
sepa ra ted from o ld mate ri a l. The re 
needs to be cooperati ve resea rch and 
a coo rdinated approach; 

'·· it is important t get the ba lance right 
between freedom, libe rty and control. 

Eric Holder, 
US Depu~y A ttorney-General 
Child re n are our most precio us and 
fragile resource. T he ir p rotection must 
be an internationa l prio rity; 
• the re is a world ro le fo r governments 
to play in th e regul ati o n of ill ega l 
content on the Inte rnet. Prose~uti on s 

have increased 1 l pe r cent per annum 
in th e USA in recent yea rs; 

pornographers; 
2. we must respect the right to pri vacy 
and use proper lega l p roces es; 
3. we must work togethe r with hotlines 
and law enfo rmcement agencies; 
4. we must work tog the r to educate 
citize ns and consumers abo ut the too ls 
ava ilable to them to protect users from 
ha rmful mate rial. 

Agnes Fournier de Saint-Mam~ 

INTERPOL 
One millio n still images we r se ized in 
Operati on Cathedral in 12 c untri s; 
• new problems need new s lutions; 
• the Inte rnet is a place w here people 
go to seek victims fo r sexual abuse; 
• a sophistica ted world wid 'cottage ' 
ind ust ry has sprung up arou nd child 
po rn ography; 
• it is ssenti al to define standards of 
w hat is and what is no t iilega l. 

Nigel Williams 
Hotlines and the In ternet 
Definiti o n: a hotline is an initi ati ve 
responding to illega l mate ri al on the 
Inte rnet (especially chil d porr.ography) 
w hich rece ives re po rts from 1sers and 
has fo rmal procedures for r po nding 
w hich may include no tifying industry 
and/ o r law enforceme nt. 
• the first hotline was estaHished in 
1996 in the Nethe rl ands; 
• hotlines deal with chil d pornograph y; 

• hotlines have re e ived strong suppo rt rac is t o r extreme p o liti ca l mate ri a l; 
Mr Maxwell Taylor 
University College Cork, Ireland 
Chi ld po rnograph y is o nly one aspect 
of the broade r issue of the abuse of 
childre n. The re a re three aspects to the 
issue: the nature of child po rnograph y 
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from some gover ments-US Congress 
has given funds t Cybe rtipline in the 
USA. 

The re are fo ur ch a lle nges to be faced: 
1. we must take the necessa ry steps to 
o bt a in ev ide nce to id e nti fy c hild 

many specia li se in newsgroups o r the 
web; 
• hotline successes: thousa nds f repo rts 
have bee n rece ived and th ousands of 
images have been re moved; have lead 
to arrests and prosecut ions. 
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