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This yea r, the special topic at the 

General Assembl y was 'Cybercasting­

Se iz ing th e Opportunities ' . As th e 

Inte rn et continues to evo lve at a rapid 

p ace , questions ari se as to the impact it 

will h ave o n broadcasting and the po­

tentia l opportunities it wi l l offer broad­

casters. A udio v ia the Internet is alread y 

a rea lity . V ideo deli very is still in its 

in fa ncy and the ex isting quality prob­

lerns and bandwidth constraints w ill in 

time be overcom e. T his w ill pose both 

nevv challenges and opp o rtuniti es to 

serv ice prov iders. For the broadcasters, 

th e opportun ities w ill go well beyond 

just 'm o re of the sa me' to new forms of 

se rv ice that seek to complement the 

traditio nal v iewing experience o f te l­

ev ision w ith the interact iv ity of the 

Internet. O ne speaker described the 

Internet as the right interacti ve m edium 

and te lev isio n as the right broadc 1st 

mecl iu m. l lc also noted th at w hile the 

In ternet afforded many new oppo rtuni ­

ti es it sho u Id no t be used as a poor 

imitation o r broad cast ing . 

Shortwave broadcasting 

In o ne of the final sess io ns, the Gen­

eral Asse rnbl y discussed th e future o f 

sho rtwave broadcasting in a worl d of 

sa tellite rad io and Internet broadcast­

ing. It was no ted th at as much as 40 

percent o f the world 's popu latio n has 

access to sho rtwave radio and no o ther 

m edium was likely to m atch this figure 

fo r q uite som e time. A lso, despite some 

predicti o ns , recent statistics had shown 

that recepti o n o f sho rtwave \Vas actu ­

al ly growing. A ltho ugh some interna ­

tional broadcasters made use of addi­

ti o nal de li ve ry platforms to reach their 

aud iences , all agreed th at sho rtwave 

remained the m ainsta y o f their serv ices. 

It appea rs that th e traditional strengths 

o f thi s m ediun1-the abi l ity ro indepen­

dent ly reach di sta nt audiences , as we ll 

as the simp licity and inexpensive cost 

of reception-wil l ensure its continued 

ro le. Subject to the ava ilability of rea­

sonably pri ced rece ivers, the o nset of 

d igitalisat io n w il l o n ly serve to further 

boost the prospects for sho rtwave . 
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International Forum of 
Res;earchers on Young People and 
the Media 

The AR~A was a ma­

jo r sponnsor of th e 

Internati iona l forum 

o f H.ese:archers on 

You ng l Peop le and 

the Mecdia . T he fo­

rum, hd ld in Syd ney 

fro m 27-7-29 Novem­

ber . e x amined 

yo ung 111eople"s use 

o f the l rn tc rnet, me­

dia in tli 1e home en­

v iro n m 11e n t , v id eo 

gatT1es. sc reen v io ­

lence, td levision con­

tent reg.t; ul ~t t i on ;md 

p o li cy , and poli cy 

Tom O'Regan, of the Key Cent re for Cu ltural and Media 
Poley with Virginia Nightingale, University of W estern 
Sydney, with Phyllis Fong, M anager, Research and 
Policy, ABA 

and reg~ul at i on in the g loba l env i ron-

m ent. 

'T he JABA has hecn ho noured to he 

assoc iatced w ith this intern ati o nal fo­
run1, · sa aid Professor Flint. 'It has given 

research i ers fro m all over th e world th e 

Lori Lermon (left} and Phyllis Fong 
(right}, rnf the ABA, with Ubonrat 
Siriyuvaasak of Chulalongkorn 
Universsity, Thailand . 

o pportunity to share the findings of 

the ir studies and to debate the issues 

that em erge. ' 

The A ustralian National Commission 

fo r UNESCO hosted the forum, w hich 

was o rganised by the A BA. The Gover­

nor o f New So uth W ales , H.E. th e Hon. 

Gordon Samue ls opened the forum o n 

Sunday 26 November. 

'The forum gave'. all of us fro m th e 

resea rch co tT1munity and representa­

ti ves of research user groups such as 

regulators, produce rs and educators the 

opp o rru nity to discuss our needs ~md 

the contributi ons that we c1n make to 

better infortTl each o th er's functi o ns,· 

sa id Professo r fl int . 

T he A ustralian N ati o nal Commiss io n 

for UNESCO also hosted the Asia­

Pacifi c Youth and the J\ Iedia Confe r­

ence in conjuncti o n w ith the forum. 

For more information about the 
forum, including the forum papers, 
go to the forum web site: 
www.sydneyforum.com. I~ 
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