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SEXUAL POLITICS
Recent reports involving former Senator Cheryl Kernot have raised questions as to whether 
the media apply different standard to their reports on male and female politicians. In this 
article, Weekend Australian columnist KAZ COOKE looks at the reporting of Ms Kernot's

move to the Labor Party.

Is there any particular reason that so m any cartoonists 
and journalists get so utterly FREA K ED  by  the idea of 
(titter) a w om an (phw oaaarrrrrr) sw itching political 

parties (w ay-heyyyyyy) that every original idea flies out of 
their heads (like that scene in A lien  w hen Ripley opens the 
side bay and the alien gets sucked out into space) and they 
have to draw pictures of C heryl Kernot as Juliet, a b o o sie - 
baring Boadicea (I'll think y ou 'll find m ost w om en leaders 
of history are uncontrollable exhibitionists) or a flushed, 
floppy sated, naked chick under the sheets w ho's ju st been 
thoroughly rogered by Kim  Beazley AN D  G areth Evans (as 
if) or she's described as "sed u ced " "w ed d ed " "m arried " 
"w ooed " and, one im agines bu t for the sharp eyes of a 
roving sub-editor, "thoroughly rogered", and " . . .  shivering 
as his political m anhood hardened, she ran a perfectly 
m anicured finger dipped in chocolate crackles dow n the 
front of his briefing p ap ers"? (That was rather a long 
sentence. U nfortunately the subs are too busy putting their 
pencil through K ernot stories w ith the w ord "lov e pum p" 
in them.)

I know it's a challenge to get up a political cartoon at short 
notice, but som e people m anaged to find an im age that 
doesn't look like a slightly sanitised catalogue for mysterious 
bakelite m aterial aids w ith hand -w hiffling  attachm ents. 
And hello, how  com e the girrrl politician is alw ays the 
passive, dopey one in these scenarios? The com m entators 
are so fixated on the idea that the form er D em ocrats leader 
was a passive w all-flow er w ho m oped around until she got 
"sedu ced " they've m issed the obvious "W anton Kernot 
has her w ay w ith ALP: short foreplay" or "Sham eless 
hussy puts the m oves on" possibilities. N ot to m ention: 
"K ernot grabs a shortcut to Prim e M inister. Crean to get 
stuffed".

I m ean, w hen M ai C olston ran aw ay from  hom e clutching 
nothing but an old oxygen m ask w hich had dropped from 
the ceiling in the event of an em ergency, did w e get cartoons 
of Kim  Beazley sobbing w ith a broken heart? O r calling 1 1 - 
505-R A U N C H Y  to fill his aching need? W as Robert Ray 
depicted as the crazed stalker, driven m ad by a love w hich 
turned to a tw isted obsession? W ere w e subjected to 
cartoons of John H ow ard offering M ai bunches of gerberas 
and a quickie on the front bench? D id we get headlines 
about nuptials and rooting and carry on up the sheltershed

shenanigans? W ere there h ilarious little draw ings of Peter 
Reith w ith his hands dow n M r C olston 's Y -fron ts? W as M r 
Colston depicted as a fam ous nude arm y deserter of history ?

W hen the Prim e M inister w as prom ising M ethuselah 
H arradine a chicken in every Tasm anian pot and an end to 
contraception for anybody over the age of nought, or 
w hatever the deal w as, to get h im  to vote for flogging off 
Telstra, did editorialists have H ow ard w earing leather 
chaps in  a gay bar chatting up the snow y-haired  Senator in 
a sleeveless T -sh irt and h iking boots? A nd w hen the deal 
was done, w ere they any im ages of the two of them  in the 
cot after a vigorous shagging, sharing a cigar and port?

N ot bloody likely. That'd  be offensive.

KAZ COOKE

O r ig in a l ly  p u b l i s h e d  in  T h e  A u stra lia n  M a g a z in e . 
R ep r in ted  w ith  th e  p e rm is s io n  o f  th e  au th or .

Cheryl Kernot
(photo: Steven Siewert, The Sydney Morning Herald) 
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