INTRODUCTION TO ARANTZ

Gil Boehringer

Occasionally a case arises which acts as
a prism through which we can acutely
observe the spectrum of social phenomena
which determine the administration of
criminal justice. These phenomena are
formal and informal, institutional and
non-institutional, state and non-state,
legal and illegal, and more. Through
the prism ¢of a Dreyfuss, Sacco-Vanzetti
or Serpicor - and on the civil side (in
formalistic terms) a Palsgraf? - it is
possible to separate out and then re-
constitute the elements of social
reality which are constantly, and
necessarily, hidden from us by the
limited truth of (legitimating)
appearance. 3 Thus through the prismatic
case we see each element momentarily
discrete, bathed in its separate colour
spiking outward in apparent isolation;
yet in the foreground all are joined,
constituting the whole phenomena we
wish to understand.

For some time I have been researching
the case of former Detective Sergeant
Philip Arantz. It is a very powerful
prismatic case for New South Wales, and
has a claim to universality, at least
in contemporary Australia. Not only is

it a case which highlights many disturbing

aspects of the administration of criminal
justice, it does so in a particularly
populist fashion. If the reader in N.S.W.
were to put down this journal, venture
out into the nearest street and ask
passers-by "What do you think about the
Arantz case - the one where the cop was
sacked for releasing crime figures some
years ago", my own experience suggests
that more often than not a positive
response would be forthcoming. That is,
the case is known widely, in general
terms, thirteen years after the event.

I refer to its populist nature because
it is a case which evokes universally,
in my experience, an admiration for a
man who stood up against "the system".
Arantz is, in a sense, a folk hero.

It is ironic that a policeman should
have achieved that status in a cocuntry
with almost no folk hero other than

Ned Kelly. Interestingly both were
victims of the "forces of law and order"
though in each case the larger socio-
political dimension is crucial.
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In the article which follows Arantz
provides an insider's account of police
methods of constructing crime data.

But his document is much more than that
it is a description of a police
organization in transition,4 and of a
bureaucratic administration attempting
to mitigate the effects of the impact
of new technology, in this case a
centralized computer system for compil:
crime statistics. Thus Arantz reveals
the organizational stress that develope
within the N.S.W. police as the
traditional, de-centralized, and
deliberately misleading system of
compiling crime data was being supersed
And he indicates the bureaucratic respc
of the Commissioner of Police as well :
the political response of the Premier
(who was the responsible Minister) to
the revelation that crime figures were
higher, and clear up rates lower, than
the public had been led to believe.b5
Typically, the response was - hide the
truth from the people.

While Arantz' document is invaluable,
indeed unique in criminological
literature, it only supplies the
background to his case. For having
released accurate data on crime in
N.S.W. to the press,® the Detective
Sergeant was dealt with savagely. He
was suspended from duty, forced into

a psychiatric hospital under observati
for three days, publicly vilified in
Parliament and the media by the Police
Commissioner, and Premier, and then
discharged from the police with no
benefits after 27 years of service.
The grounds for the discharge :
misconduct in releasing the figures,
and disobedience in failing to answer
questions concerning his actions. That
disposition was subsequently upheld by
the Crown Employees Appeal Board which
seems to have taken a very sanguine
view of the case for the state.’ The
Appeal Board refused to accept that
Arantz' motives were honest, that he
could be said to have acted in the
interests of the community and the pol:
and that he refused to co-operate
further only after 1) having admitted
that he had released the figures and
2) having been bitterly attacked in
public by the Premier and Police
Commissioner. In fact Arantz asked
for an inquiry and committed himself
to full disclosure if one was set up.
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. Other aspects of the case will sound
extremely familiar to readers who
have had the misfortune to become
"known to the police" in this state.
'Arantz has always maintained that he
did not make certain statements
attributed to him by the police doctor
who provided the medical authorization
for his committal to a psychiatric
hospital.9 Those statements provided
the basis for viewing Arantz as a
potential killer - his target the

Police Commissioner.l0 Arantz was

dealt with in this way, it seems,
because he was unwilling to accept what
was, in effect, a bribe to take a
medical discharge, receive a pension
and therefore recant.ll For years

there has existed a "Medical Express"
whereby the N.S.W. police have been able
to get rid_of embarrassing members of
the force.
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Other aspécts of the case are disturbing
First, the initial interview Arantz had
with his immediate supervisor,
concerning the release of "confidential"”
data, was secretly tape recorded by the
police, a fact which only emerged

during the process of discovery in
preparation for the Appeal some months
later.13 Second, subsequent to his
discharge, the state engaged upon a
process of harassment. While the
evidence of this is limited, what there
is makes the case, for the Premier at
the time is on public record as saying
that any computer company employing
Arantz would get no business from the
government.14 It is believed that other
steps were taken to ensure that Arantz
was extra-judicially victimized.

Since May 1972 when the Appeal Tribunal
appeared to have buried the case,

Phil Arantz has refused to become
invisible. Every few years his struggle
to obtain justice re-surfaces.
Politicians of both main parties have
from the beginning used the case as a
political stick with which to hit their
opponents. But no government has bitten
the bullet and rehabilitated Arantz.
Why, when the man has been so unjustly
dealt with and when there is so much
public sympathy for him, has no
government been prepared to right the
obvious wrong? The answer to that
question is suggested by the facts of
the case indicated above, but only if
seen as a part of a greater mosaic.

The extra dimension is the wholesale
corruption of public life in N.S.w. 15
It has become clear within the past few
years that there is a web of corruption,
in Sydney especially, which must go close
to equalling that of other great cities
known for comgrehensive corruption in
public life.l Such corruption requires
a network of very high or stratecically
placed state personnel - ministers,
other politicians, civil servants,
judicial figures, professionals in
advisory positions (e.g. social work/
probation/parole as well as law and
medicine) prison officials and police.
And, of course, there are the two other
sectors - the private sector of corrupt
business people, lawyers, etc, who help
to articulate the state sector to the
criminal professionals engaged wholly
or largely in illegal activity.

What no state government has been
willing to do is to risk sundering

the tightly drawn seams of that corrupt
network. Thus while it was willing to
retire a corrupt Deputy Police
Commissioner on a handsome pension,17
the present Labor government has turned
its back on Arantz.l8 The comparison
is not silent - it speaks to us, and
the public generally.l9 1It is for that
reason that the case has taken on a new
life. Like other famous, tragic
injustices of the past, it is a case that
will not die.

Perhaps 1984 is an appropriate year to
highlight the Arantz case. It reminds
us of the dangers we each face when
confronted with the state and its
shadowy allies.
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