
More facts, less 
twaddle please CU

The Editor
Communications Update 
Sydney

Dear Editor

Jock G iven’s peculiar article 
( ‘Sydney’s game - simply the 
best?' , Communications Update, 
April 1996) ascribes the ARL’s 
recent victory over Super League 
to something he calls ‘Sydney’ ,

What, precisely, is this ‘Sydney’ 
thing? Mr Given provides no 
clue, yet repeatedly refers to ‘it’ 
as if everyone already accepts 
‘Sydney’ as an entity with known 
characteristics.

And this isn’tJo ck ’sonly flight of 
fancy in the article.

E lse w h e re  he inform s u s : 
‘Packer and his father were vet­
erans of the harbour city, its 
afternoon paper wars and its 
TV ’.

The only ‘afternoon paper war’ 
which Frank and Kerry Packer 
could have participated in was 
that between The Sun (owned by 
Fairfax) and the Daily Mirror 
(owned by Murdoch). The Packer 
newspaper - The Daily Telegraph 
-w a s  published in the morning.

More facts, less twaddle please 
Mr Given.

DAVID SALTER 
Executive Producer 
Media-Watch 
ABC TV
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National Trust 
Telecommunications Policy

i i l l i l l l  he National Trust o f Aus- 
vf{\ tralia (NSW) has released a 
['I T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
M  Policy. Its objects are:

• to acquire, protect and  preserve, 
for the benefit o f the  public, lands 
and  structures of beauty or o f na­
tional, historic, scientific, archi­
tectural or cultural interest;

• to safeguard natural features and 
scenic landscape and  conserve 
wildlife; and

• to encourage and prom ote public 
appreciation, know ledge and  en­
joyment of these things.

P o licy  Statem ent

1. The National Trust com m unity 
conservation  o rgan isa tion  b e ­
lieves that the telecom m unication 
com panies should not be exem pt 
from State and local planning ap­
proval for overhead cables, m o­
bile telephones towers and related 
structures.

2. ...carriers should obtain approval 
from Councils for any installation 
©(telecommunications infrastruc­
ture w hich has the potential for 
environmental degradation and all 
applications should be accom pa­
nied by an environm ental and 
heritage statem ent as to its effects 
to allow effective comment.

3. ...all telecom m unications cabling 
should be placed underground.

4. . ..mobile telephone tow ers should 
not be placed in environmentally 
sensitive locations.

5. .. .all proposed works must be open 
for public com m ent in a system­
atic w ay to  allow for input from 
com m unity bodies, such as the 
National Trust.

6. ...carriers m ust take a broader ap­
proach to the  installation of infra­
structu re , tak ing  in to  account 
C ouncil p la n n in g  p o lic ie s , 
curtilages for heritage items, land­
scape considerations and  other 
environm ental concerns.

7. These considerations apply with 
even greater force to areas of both 
built and  natural heritage.

8. ...carriers m ust be required to es­
tablish a strategic fram ework for 
their infrastructure netw orks to 
ensure that facilities are not un­
necessarily duplicated.

9. The National Trust supports all 
endeavours and  action by the Lo­
cal G overnm ent Association and 
by Councils to  take legal action 
against carriers w ho  use overhead 
cabling.

10. The National Trust urges m em ­
bers no t to subscribe and to can­
cel subscrip tions w ith carriers 
w hich breach this policy, until this 
m atter has been  resolved.
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