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Six Questions for....
Adam McBeth, Lecturer, Monash University

Where were you working prior to
coming to Monash University?

| was lecturing at Deakin University.

And before that you were a re-
search fellow here at the Castan
Centre. It seems you’ve been
interested in human rights for a

long time.

Yes, | worked on the
Castan Centre’s pro-
ject on multinational
corporations and hu-
man rights. Before that
| practised as a solici-
tor. After a while, |
decided to leave it to
others to help insur-
ance companies squab-
ble over each other’s
money. The rule of law
has the potential to
achieve much bigger

things.

Which area of hu-
man rights law are
you most passion-

ate about and why?

There is a tendency in

some quarters to cordon off human
rights; to say “this is not a human
rights issue”, for example in relation to
trade or commerce and economic
issues in general. It might seem a bit of
a boring or esoteric subject to be pas-
sionate about, but | think the major
challenge for human rights is to flex its
legal muscle and to emphasise that
human rights obligations apply in all
areas of activity, and states are obliged

Adam McBeth

under international law to do every-
thing within their power to protect
human rights, even in areas that are

regulated by other fields of law.

What do you see as the biggest
human rights issues for Australia

at this time?

There seems to be an
increasing willingness,
from both the govern-
ment and the opposi-
tion, as well as some
parts of the media, to
subsume human rights
protections to a sup-
posed greater goal.
The obvious example
is the “war on terror”,
but | think the more
troubling development
is the trend towards
that approach in more
and more areas, in-
cluding workplace re-
lations and immigra-
tion (not just physical
treatment of people,
but also the way appli-
cations and appeals

are processed).

Why do you think we call this
segment ‘six questions’ when
you’ve only been asked three
(four including this one) plus a

statement?

| assume it has something to do with
postmodernism. Either that or declin-
ing numeracy standards at the Castan

Centre.

Castan Centre Advisory
Board

Professor Philip Alston
New York University School of Law.

Professor Virginia Dandan
Chair, UN Committee on Economic,

Social and Cultural Rights.

Mr Patrick Dodson

Lingiari Foundation

The Hon Elizabeth Evatt AC

International Commission of Jurists.

Professor Claudio Grossman
Dean, Washington College of Law,

The American University.

The Hon
Hampel
County Court of Victoria

Judge Felicity

Professor Christof Heyns
Professor of Human Rights Law,

Univ. of Pretoria, South Africa.

The Hon Justice Michael

Kirby AC CMG
High Court of Australia.

Professor Ivan Shearer

UN Human Rights Committee.

His Excellence, Judge C.G.
Weeramantry

Judge ad hoc, International Court of
Justice
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	Professor Sarah Joseph (Director): Sarah is currently a Visiting Fellow at the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law at Cambridge University until July 2006. While there, she is working on an ARC grant on the WTO and human rights.  

	Melissa Castan (Associate Director): Melissa is currently Acting Director of the Castan Centre until July 2006. 

	Dr Julie Debeljak (Associate Director): Julie is teaching international human rights law at Monash’s European campus in Prato, Italy.  She has recently finished leading another successful training course with indonesian government officials.
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