Chapter 6

Social work and prisons

Eileen Baldry and Mindy Sotiri

Chapter summary
Introduction
Why imprison?
Legislative frameworks
Demographics
The growing prisoner population
Indigenous over-representation
Disadvantage and over-representation
Social work practice in prisons
Critical social work
Social work skills and practice
Discussion
Recent directions
Throughcare
Justice reinvestment
Key learning points
Questions for consideration
Additional reading
Websites
References

Chapter summary

This chapter explores the use of imprisonment in Australia and the demo-
graphics of the prisoner population, and overviews the use of a holistic
critical social work approach to working with people in prison and post-
release settings. The philosophical and social justifications for imprisonment
are examined, as are the legislative frameworks in which social workers
are required to operate. Particular attention is paid to working with people
living with complex disadvantage in the criminal justice context, and the
challenges - both pragmatic and ethical - for social work practice that this
brings.
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Websites

No claim is made as to the accuracy or authenticity of the content of the sites
suggested in this chapter. Site addresses change - if the address is no longer accurate,
search using keywords or the title of the organisation concerned.

Australian Bureau of Statistics <www.abs.gov.au/>

Australian Institute of Criminology <www.aic.gov.au>

Scottish National Objectives for Social Work Services in the criminal justice system <www.
scotland.gov.uk/Publications /2004 /12 /20473 / 49294>
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