RECENT DEVELOPMENTS: NEW SOUTH WALES

NEW SOUTH WALES Dr Nicholas Brunton

Framework for BioBanking established

A framework for the NSW BioBanking Scheme has been established under the Threatened Species
Conservation Amendment (Biodiversity Banking) Act 2006 and the Department of Environment
and Climate Change (DECC) is now consulting with the community about details of the scheme
(see below). BioBanking is a market-based scheme which encourages development to move away
from areas with high biodiversity value while providing incentives for landowners to protect and
secure these areas. BioBanking enables ‘biodiversity credits’ to be generated by landowners who
commit to enhance and protect biodiversity values on their land through a biobanking agreement.
These credits can then be sold, generating funds for the management of the site. Credits can

be used to counterbalance (or offset) the impacts on biodiversity values that are likely to occur

as a result of development. The credits can also be sold to those seeking to invest in conservation
outcomes, including philanthropic organisations and government.

For a general guide to the scheme and how it will work, download the BioBanking Scheme
Overview available at — http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/resources/biobankingoverview07528.pdf

Framework for identifying impacts of climate change on biodiversity

The NSW Government has developed a framework to help the state’s public sector agencies
identify ways to tackle climate change and its impact on biodiversity.

The NSW Biodiversity and Climate Change Adaptation Framework outlines six key areas for

action by agencies:

+ share knowledge about biodiversity and climate change and raise awareness of adaptation
actions

+ research and monitor impacts of, and adaptation to, climate change

+ incorporate adaptation strategies that deal with the impacts of climate change on biodiversity
into their policy and operations

+ provide adaptation planning methods and tools to deal with climate change impacts on
biodiversity

*  minimise the impacts of climate change on key ecosystems and species

* minimise the increased threat of invasive species on native species that comes with climate
change.

Download the NSW Biodiversity and Climate Change Adaptation Framework at - http://www.epa.
nsw.gov.au/resources/0762biodivecadapt.pdf

Residential rebate for rainwater tanks, solar hot water and insulation

The $100 million Residential Rebate Program is part of the NSW Government’s Climate Change Fund

and has been established to help people make their homes more water and energy efficient. The

rebates are additional to any other rebate or incentive offer currently available to NSW residents.

* The Rainwater tank rebate provides up to $1500 for rainwater tanks connected to toilets and
washing machines

» The Hot water system rebate provides up to $1200 to switch from electric to solar, heat pump
or gas hot water systems

* The Ceiling insulation rebate provides half the cost of installing ceiling insulation in your
home, up to a maximum of $300.

Download the Residential Rebate Program brochure at: http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/resources/
ccfrebate20070432.pdf

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REVIEW SPRING - 2007 9



RECENT DEVELOPMENTS: NEW SOUTH WALES

Drake-Brockman v Minister of Planning & Anor — NSW Court considers ecological

sustainability in project approvals

The NSW Land and Environment Court has again examined the issue of the extent to which
climate change impacts should be assessed for major project proposals. Drake-Brockman v Minister
of Planning & Anor [2007] NSWLEC 490 (13 August 2007) provides guidance on the assessment

of greenhouse gas emissions for major development projects in NSW. This was the first case to
consider the extent of GHG emissions assessment required for major projects outside the mining
sector (after Anvil) — in this case, an urban development project under Part 3A.

This decision clarifies the required scope of ecologically sustainable development assessments
under Part 3A of the EPA Act. It was held that a quantitative assessment of GHG emissions will
not necessarily be required, although it can be specified by the Director-General as a matter to be
addressed in a particular project.

VICTORIA Elisa de Wit

Targets for efficient Victorian household energy use by 2009

The Victorian Government recently introduced the Victorian Energy Efficiency Target Bill 2007
to support its 2007 sustainability policy, which incorporated a target of reducing household
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 10 per cent by 2010. The proposed legislation does this by
requiring large energy retailers to acquire energy efficiency certificates that are generated by
specified greenhouse gas reduction activities.

The Victorian Energy Efficiency Target (VEET) Scheme, is expected to yield the following benefits

over the period 2009-11:

* approximately 1.3 million tonnes of GHG emissions reduction — this is expected to lead to
approximately 8.1 million tonnes of GHG emissions reduction over the life of the scheme
(2009-29), the equivalent of making 675,000 Victorian households carbon-neutral for one year;

+ the provision of up to $210 million toward energy efficiency activities across Victoria;

+ an average decrease in wholesale electricity prices of approximately 2.2 per cent; and

* an average decrease in energy costs of $45 per household.

Draft Victorian Coastal Strategy (2007) Released for Public Comment

The Victorian Coastal Council (VCC) is committed to a long-term vision for the coast through
the Victorian Coastal Strategy (VCS) to ensure these values are not compromised. This is the
third draft Strategy in just over 10 years.

The Victorian Coastal Council would like to hear your views on Victoria’s key coastal policy,
the draft Victorian Coastal Strategy 2007.

Recent market research has shown that the coast is undoubtedly one of Victoria’s most valuable
and cherished destinations. However, it is our love for the coast that creates ongoing and
increasing pressures on the very aesthetic, cultural, and environmental values we love.

ecoMarkets project

For the past ten years Victoria has championed the development of market-based programs like
EcoTender, BushBroker and BushTender. ecoMarkets will build on these schemes. ecoMarkets
have been developed by the Victorian Government to balance ecosystem health and agricultural
productivity. Its purpose is to provide incentives for producing ecosystem outcomes such as clean
water and biodiversity. These programs include market-based approaches such as auctions and
cap and trade systems. Please visit the DSE website for more information about these programs at:
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/DSE/nrence.nsf/Home+Page/DSE+Conservation~Home+Page?open
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