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Rreports 
  
Social dimensions of mining in Australia – 
understanding the minerals industry as a social 
landscape  Fiona Solomon, Evie Katz and Roy 
Lovel, CSIRO Minerals 

This report seeks to map the social landscape of the 
minerals industry and help inform efforts towards a 
socially sustainable future. The social dimensions of the 
minerals industry – how it deals with people, values, 
development, policy, regulation and a range of associated 
issues – are becoming increasingly critical to business 
success. Company public reports and conference papers 
suggest that companies’ engagement with critical social 
issues has increased over the past five years. 
  
 Nkuzi Development Association. No policy for 
change 

This paper discusses whether or not the land reform 
polices adopted by the South African government since 
1994 are adequate to bring about a fundamental change 
in property rights. The paper starts by looking at what 
would constitute a fundamental change in property 
rights and goes onto to assess the land reform policies in 
terms of their potential to bring change and the actual 
experiences of implementation. The paper concludes 
with some thoughts on why there is no programme to 
bring fundamental change and suggestions for what 
needs to be done. 
 
 Story Place - Information on Traditional 
Connections to Sea Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park Authority. 

Story Place is a reference database that holds resources 
about Traditional Owner groups adjacent to the Great 
Barrier Reef in Australia. It holds hundreds of references 
relating to Indigenous history and co-operative 
management practices within the Great Barrier Reef 
region. 
 

Rights Reform:  Separating fact from fiction: 
An assessment of the proposed amendments 
to the  Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern 
Territory) Act 1976 Briefing paper for Oxfam 
Australia prepared by Professor Jon Altman  

This paper provides compelling evidence to show that 
the proposed changes to the Aboriginal Land Rights 
(Northern Territory) Act 1976 (the “ALRA”) have no 
connection with the incidence of child sexual abuse; are 
likely to jeopardize the effectiveness of the Government’s 
emergency response in the Northern Territory and are 
detrimental to the development of Aboriginal 
communities.  
 
 Canada's New Government and Assembly of 
First Nations Strike Specific Claims Task 
Force: July 25, 2007

The Honourable Jim Prentice, Minister of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development and Federal Interlocutor for 
Métis and Non-Status Indians and Phil Fontaine, 
National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) 
have struck a Task Force to assist in the development of 
specific claims legislation. The work of the Canada-AFN 
Task Force will shape the development of legislation 
centred on the creation of an independent tribunal on 
specific claims. The Task Force will be supported by 
experienced technical staff from both the Government of 
Canada and First Nations. See also Negotiation Or 
Confrontation: It’s Canada’s Choice: Final Report of the 
Standing Senate Committee on Aboriginal Peoples 
Special Study on the Federal Specific Claims Process
 

Native title in the 
News 
 

National 
 
July 2007 NATIONAL A new law for Indigenous 
corporations On 1 July 2007, the Corporations (Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006 (CATSI Act) replaced 
the Aboriginal Councils and Associations Act 1976 (ACA 
Act). The CATSI Act will introduce ‘a strong but flexible 
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legislative framework that aligns with the Corporations 
Act 2001 where possible, but accommodates the 
particular needs and circumstances of individual 
localities and groups.’ There will be additional 
safeguards and the Act will be administered by the 
registrar. On commencement, ‘all corporations registered 
under the ACA Act will be deemed to be corporations 
under the CATSI Act’. Corporations will also be assessed 
by their size. INTHEBLACK (National, July 2007), 60. 
 
1 July 2007 NATIONAL Uranium development 
supported Ian Macfarlane, Minister for Industry, 
Tourism and Resources and Prime Minister John Howard 
have responded to the ‘House of Representatives 
Industry and Resources Committee report on uranium 
released late last year’, with strong support for the 
findings and recommendations. The federal government 
has urged the states and territories to review their 
policies on new mines and remove obstacles to ‘the 
development of the uranium industry in Australia’. Mr 
Howard has ‘proposed a strategy to increase uranium 
exports and prepare for a possible expansion’ of the 
industry. About the House (National, 1 July 2007), 51. 
 
09‐Aug‐07 NATIONAL $7 Million Boost for Indigenous 
Environmental Projects Minister for the Environment 
and Water Resources Malcolm Turnbull has said that 
environmental projects under the Indigenous Protected 
Areas Programme will received a $7 million boost. This 
will be in partnership with the Indigenous Land 
Corporation. Media Release (Federal, 9 August 2007), 5. 
10‐Aug‐07 NATIONAL Judge will remember day of the 
Willy‐Nilly Justice Robert Nicholson has retired from the 
Federal Court after 18 years. Australian Financial Review 
(National, 10 August 2007), 58. 
 
21‐Aug‐07 NATIONAL Creative accounting robs 
Aborigines of funds The ʹhundreds of millions of dollars 
the Commonwealth claims to have spend on indigenous 
affairs has either never been spent, been used to benefit 
Australians or gone towards opposing native title claimsʹ. 
In an Age investigation it was found that ʹover the last six 
years at least $30 million the Government promoted as 
being for Aborigines was used to oppose indigenous 
native title compensation claimsʹ. Age (Melbourne, 21 
August 2007), 4; ʹBlack dollars that go everywhere but to 
blacksʹ Sydney Morning Herald (Sydney, 21 August 2007), 

1; ʹWhite hands raid the honey potʹ Sydney Morning 
Herald (Sydney, 22 August 2007), 12. 
 
23‐Aug‐07 NATIONAL Aboriginal mining royalties 
unspent Aboriginal mining royalties have been unspent. 
ʹAlmost $50 million paid into a special fund set up to 
make sure mining royalties benefit Northern Territory 
Aborigines has remained unspent over the past 10 yearsʹ.  
Only $4 in every $10 of the $80 million the Federal 
Government has available  to spend as grants using the 
Aboriginal Benefits Account made its way to Indigenous 
communities by the 2005/06 financial year. The account is 
funded by royalties paid to the Federal Government by 
mining companies for using Aboriginal land. Professor 
John Altman said that ʹtechnically it is public money but 
its whole intent is to be used for Aboriginal Benefit for 
Aboriginal prioritiesʹ. Minister for Indigenous Affairs 
Mal Brough said that ʹIʹm not in the practice of simply 
handing out funds to anyone who wants them.ʹ Sydney 
Morning Herald (Sydney, 23 August 2007), 7. 

 

ACT 
 
27 July 2007 ACT Council opposing native title claims 
The Queanbeyan City Council is opposing two native 
title claims located near Carinya and Henderson Street.  
It is specifically objecting to the claim near Carinya Street 
since the area will possibly be rezoned for residential 
development but is not objecting to the unused section 
near Henderson Street which is 'not likely to be used for 
an essential purpose'. Queanbeyan Age (Queanbeyan, 27 
July, 2007), 11. 
 

New South Wales 
 
4 July 2007 NSW Council backs North Nowra land claim 
An Aboriginal land claim over an area in North Nowra , 
the subject of 72 residential development lots that are 
expected to double the value of the land, is likely to 
succeed after Shoalhaven City Council voted not to object 
to the claim. Mayor Greg Watson said ‘he was aware the 
NSW Land Council had lodged 'a whole heap of land 
claims' in the Shoalhaven.’ South Coast Register (Nowra, 4 
July 2007), 7. 
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4 July 2007 NSW Harbour land claim A land claim made 
by the NSW Aboriginal Lands Council over an area of 
foreshore ‘occupied by the Ulladulla Coastal Patrol and 
abalone co-op’ has met with the objection of the 
Shoalhaven City Council. Ulladulla Aboriginal Land 
Council coordinator Shane Carriage had no knowledge of 
the claim and said ‘because of the nature and use of the 
land, he did not expect it to be approved.’ Milton 
Ulladulla Times (Ulladulla, 4 July 2007), 8. 
 
10 July 2007 NSW Council cool on claim Baulkham Hills 
Shire Council decided not to be involved in ‘negotiations 
for an Indigenous land agreement with the Darug People 
for the management of Crown Land reserves.’ A council 
report said the Darug People had insufficient evidence 
for a native title determination in the Federal Court. 
Three Aboriginal claim groups are involved, with one 
opposed to the application. Hills Shire Times (Sydney, 10 
July 2007), 20. 
 
24 July 2007 NSW Land claim group tees up golf course 
The Ex-Services golf course at Bloomfield is ‘caught up in 
a state-wide blanket claim on Crown land’ made by an 
Aboriginal group based in Sydney. Both the Orange City 
Council and Ex-Services will be preparing a submission 
‘arguing that the site is 'currently lawfully used and is 
required for an essential public purpose'.’ The claim also 
covers a proposed hospital site. ‘Only Crown land that is 
unused can be successfully claimed under Aboriginal 
land rights.’ Central Western Daily (Orange, 24 July 2007), 
5. 
 
01‐Aug‐07 NSW Job program sacked The Forster Local 
Aboriginal Land Councilʹs Community Development 
Employment Program will end after the Department of 
Employment and Workplace Relations elected not to 
renew its contract with the land council. Donna Hall from 
the land council said that ʹthere has been a bit of anger in 
the community because it has lead to a lot of uncertaintyʹ. 
Great Lakes Advocate (Forster, 1 August 2007), 3. 
 
02‐Aug‐07 NSW Land claim may cause two year 
hospital delay The Orange hospital may be delayed ʹdue 
to a land claim put on Bloomfield by the NSW Aboriginal 
Land Councilʹ. The claim ʹaffects the new hospital site 
and the surrounding Country Club golf course, Orange 
City Council and Orange EX Services Club [which have] 
prepared submissions proving the Crown land there is 

being used for community benefitʹ.  The submissions ʹwill 
be a part of a report that goes to the NSW Department of 
Landsʹ.  Midstate Observer (Orange, 2 August 2007), 3; 
ʹHospital site in land claim limboʹ Central Western Daily 
(Orange, 16 August 2007), 5. 
 
03‐Aug‐07 NSW Council appeals land sale decision the 
Koompahtoo Local Aboriginal Land Council has 
ʹappealed against a Supreme Court decision handed 
down last year over the sale of land it has owned at 
Morissetʹ. The Council argued that the sale was void as it 
ʹinfringed the provisions of the Aboriginal Land Rights 
Act 1983...and as a consequence the mortgage of the land 
by the trustee was voidʹ. Legal counsel for the land 
council said that ‘land could only be disposed of if a 
meeting of members was called and at least 80 percent 
voted that the land did not have cultural significanceʹ. 
Newcastle Herald (Newcastle, 3 August 2007), 27. 
 
15‐Aug‐07 NSW $85000 Grant for Toongabbie The 
Riverinaʹs Toongabbie Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) 
will ʹreceived $85 000 from the Australian Government’s 
IPA Programme to expand its weed control work, plant 
trees and develop an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Centreʹ.  The Nari Nari Tribal Council owns and manages 
Toongabbie IPA. Riverine Grazier (Hay, 15 August 2007), 
3. 
 
21‐Aug‐07 NSW Fears emergency law may apply in 
Sydney Local Aboriginal Leader and CEO of the 
Aboriginal Housing Company Michael Mundine ʹhas 
expressed concerns about the Northern Territory 
National Emergency Response Billʹ. Mr Mundine said 
that the ʹbill gives the Australian Crime Commission 
(ACC) power to take over communities outside the 
Northern Territoryʹ. He said that ʹpaedophiles should be 
caught and put away as quickly as possible for the safety 
of our children. However, the ownership of land has 
nothing to do with catching paedophiles and dealing 
with alcohol problemsʹ. Inner Western Suburbs Courier 
(Sydney, 21 August 2007), 13. 
 
29‐Aug‐07 NSW Githabul a stop closer to native title 
The Githabul people have reached an agreement with the 
NSW Government over 112 000 hectares of national 
parks and state forests and have recently had their ILUA 
registered with the National Native Title Tribunal. This 
finalises the legally binding agreement which is expected 
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to deliver ʹemployment opportunities, freehold land and 
co‐management of national parksʹ. This is a major 
ʹmilestoneʹ towards a native title consent determination. 
Koori Mail (National, 29 August 2007), 29. 
 
30‐Aug‐07 NSW Carrying on Linkyʹs native title vision 
The Naryulgil Bundjalung native title claim was 
registered with the Native Title Tribunal by elder Ken 
ʹLinkyʹ Gordon ʹbut faced termination with his death last 
year had another applicant not replaced himʹ. Avery 
Brown took over his role and said that ʹthe reasoning 
behind the claim is to preserve our sacred sites, our rights 
to maintain traditions and to ensure we can look after the 
best interests of our peopleʹ. However he said that NSW 
Native Title Services did not represent the claim groupʹs 
interests. Daily Examiner (Grafton, 30 August 2007), 3. 
 

Northern Territory 
 
July 2007 NT Indigenous community rejects Jabiluka 
reopening The Mirarr people of the Northern Territory 
have confirmed their opposition to the Jabiluka uranium 
mine. Rio Tinto and its subsidiary Energy Resources 
Australia have been working with the community in the 
hope of reopening the mine. ‘Rio has since said it would 
not move ahead with Jabiluka while the local people 
remain opposed to the mine.’ Resourcestocks (National, 
July 2007), 9; 'Rio pledges to wait for consent on Jabiluka 
mine' Age (Melbourne, 27 July 2007), 3; 'What's worth 
yellow and worth a mint' Australian Mining Monthly 
(National, July 2007), 23. 
 
3 July 2007 NT Court option for Aborigines Indigenous 
Affairs Minister Mal Brough has said that Aboriginal 
people whose land is acquired by the federal government 
under its ‘takeover of 73 Indigenous communities in the 
Northern Territory would have the same legal rights as 
anybody facing 'compulsory acquisition'. Those 
aggrieved by the compensation offered by the 
government would have legal recourse. Federal 
Indigenous Affairs Minister Mal Brough has sought legal 
advice that ‘Native title will not be extinguished by the 
Howard Government's five-year seizure of Aboriginal 
land in the Northern Territory.’ Native title will not be 
extinguished because the government is merely leasing 
the land. Australian (National, 3 July 2007), 1; 'Right to 
sue over loss of land title' Australian (National, 3 July 

2007), 4; ‘Native title not affected by seizure’ Australian 
(National, 5 July2007), 4. 
 
3 July 2007 NT Permit still required to enter Aboriginal 
land The Central Land Council ‘reminded people 
wanting to visit Aboriginal land that the permit system 
was still in place.’ Until amendments are made to the 
Aboriginal Land Rights Act, non-Aboriginal people are 
still required to obtain a permit from ‘local councils, an 
Aboriginal elder or the NT Government’. MX (Sydney) 
(Sydney, 3 July 2007), 2; 'Permits still in place' Geelong 
Advertiser (Geelong, 4 July 2007), 17; 'Permit still 
necessary' Western Advocate (Bathurst, 4 July 2007), 7. 
 
4 July 2007 NT Ditching permits may get access on track 
Central Petroleum, an oil and gas explorer, hopes that 
removing the permit system will ‘make it easier for 
mining companies to gain access to its projects’. The 
company has been negotiating a lease with the Central 
Land Council (CLC) for road access over the Colson 
track. The CLC said that the company ‘did not need a 
lease to use an access road’ but traditional owners ‘were 
concerned that allowing access on the Colson track might 
encourage others, such as tourists, to use it’. A 
spokesman for Federal Indigenous Affairs Minister Mal 
Brough has said that permits will only be removed over 
‘common areas in major townships and the road and air 
routes connecting them to townships’ but that the ‘permit 
system will still apply on the vast bulk of Aboriginal 
land.’ Northern Territory News (Darwin, 4 July 2007), 21. 
 
4 July 2007 NT NT Govt granted leave to appeal The 
Federal Court ruling in the Blue Mud Bay case ‘giving 
Aborigines exclusive access to 80 percent of the region's 
coastline’ will by appealed by the Northern Territory 
Government. The ruling ‘immediately superseded the 
NT Fisheries Act’ but an interim licensing agreement has 
been reached between the government and traditional 
owners. The appeal is expected to be heard later in the 
year with the High Court to deliver judgment next year. 
Koori Mail (National, 4 July 2007), 48; 'Owners ‘out of 
loop’ in Blue Mud Bay case' Northern Territory News 
(Darwin, 16 July 2007), 3. 
 
4 July 2007 NT Precinct plan storming ahead Katherine 
Town Council held a meeting with Katherine Regional 
Cultural Precinct stakeholders ‘to let traditional owners 
know about plans for the site ahead of official 
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negotiations to seek approval to build on the site, under a 
Native Title claim.’ No traditional owners were present at 
the meeting. ‘Andy Anderson from the Northern Land 
Council said it could bring cultures together.’ Mayor 
Anne Shepherd hoped the development would ‘change 
the face of Katherine’. Katherine Times (Katherine, 4 July 
2007), 5. 
 
5 July 2007 NT Mine makes $30m pact with Indigenous 
community An agreement has been made ‘between 
McArthur River Mine and the Borroloola community’ to 
set up a $30 million trust fund for the Aboriginal 
community. It comes ‘as part of a controversial $110 
million project to divert the McArthur River by 5.5km, 
transforming the mine from underground to open cut 
and extending its life’. Jack, a Borroloola local,  is 
doubtful of the benefits since the company have yet to 
pay the community any royalties. Australian (National, 5 
July 2007), 4; 'Mining company sets up community trust 
fund' Northern Territory News (Darwin, 5 July 2007), 4; 
'McArthur River Mine pays up after 12 years' National 
Indigenous Times (National, 26 July 2007), 9. 
 
6 July 2007 NT $60m back on agenda for camps 
Tangentyere Council is reconsidering the Federal 
Government's funding offer for an upgrade of town 
camps. It has put forward its own model of ‘99-year 
leases for residents who want to buy their homes and 20-
year leases for all other houses’ and housing associations 
to also share control of the camps. The proposal has been 
rejected by the Federal and Territory governments, 
describing it as ‘not workable’. Many residents feared the 
original offer ‘would mean effectively giving up their 
land rights.’ Centralian Advocate (Alice Springs, 6 July 
2007), 8. 
 
7 July 2007 NT Court rejects native claim The Full 
Federal Court has upheld the decision of Sackville J 
dismissing a claim for compensation under Native Title 
legislation. The test case, begun 10 years ago, ‘was 
brought on behalf of the Yankunytjatjara and 
Pitjantjatjara people’. Several similar cases have been 
waiting for the decision. The group will now decide 
whether to appeal the decision or ‘refile a restructured 
claim to the Federal Court.’ Age (Melbourne, 7 July 2007), 
8. 
 

9 July 2007 NT Canberra ready to seize town camps The 
federal Government is likely to seize most camps in Alice 
Springs ‘for breaches of lease conditions’. Special 
legislation will be enacted ‘to override the Territory 
Government if necessary’ but it wants the Territory to 
resume the leases. Daniel Forrester from the Larapinta 
Camp ‘is angry about the lack of consultation with 
residents, despite their earlier rejection of a $70 million 
commonwealth offer to improve their homes in return for 
signing over their land for 99 years.’ Australian (National, 
9 July 2007), 2; 'C'wlth considers seizing control of town 
camps' National Indigenous Times (Malua Bay, 12 July 
2007), 6. 
 
10 July 2007 NT Plan stalls for special sitting on 
Aboriginal legislation Indigenous Affairs Minister Mal 
Brough is expected to report to Cabinet on the progress 
of special legislation for the Federal Government's 
intervention in the Northern Territory. Mr Brough ‘had 
made it clear that at the end of the five years, the 
townships would return to Aboriginal communities on 
whatever basis they wanted them.’ The Prime Minister 
has indicated that a special session of Parliament will not 
be held ‘if the drafting ran too close to the scheduled 
resumption of Parliament’. Greens leader Bob Brown has 
said that if that were the case, it ‘would be a remarkable 
abuse of parliamentary process.’  Age (Melbourne, 10 July 
2007), 2. 
 
10 July 2007 NT Legal threat over land plan The legality 
of the Federal Government's plan ‘to abolish the permit 
system in Indigenous communities through the 
amendment of the Land Rights Act’ has been questioned 
by the Northern Land Council (NLC) chief executive 
Norman Fry. Mr Fry described the move as 
discriminatory and legally questionable. The Northern 
Territory Attorney-General will also seek legal advice 
over the proposal and ‘what we as a Government might 
do’. It is expected that the NLC and the Central Land 
Council will support any legal action. Canberra Times 
(Canberra, 10 July 2007), 4; 'NT may oppose land 
takeovers' Australian Financial Review (National, 10 July 
2007), 8; 'Permit action threat' Bendigo Advertiser 
(Bendigo, 10 July 2007), 13; 'Territory talks legal action' 
Courier Mail (Brisbane, 10 July 2007), 15; 'Federal govt 
could face legal action over permits' Daily Advertiser 
(Wagga Wagga, 10 July 2007), 8; 'Govt could face action 
on permits' Daily Mercury (Mackay, 10 July 2007), 10; 
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'Govt could face action on permits' Daily News (Warwick, 
10 July 2007), 12; 'Govt could face action on permits' Daily 
News (Tweeds Heads, 10 July 2007), 8; 'Legal action 
threat' Warrnambool Standard (Warrnambool, 10 July 
2007), 6; 'Govt could face action on permits' Queensland 
Times (Ipswich, 10 July 2007), 16; 'Scrapping permits stirs 
tourist invasion fears' Northern Territory News (Darwin, 10 
July 2007), 7; 'Aboriginal land seizures face legal 
challenge' Newcastle Herald (Newcastle, 10 July 2007), 11; 
'Govt could face action on permits' Gladstone Observer  
(Gladstone, 10 July 2007), 11; 'Govt could face action on 
permits' Gympie Times (Gympie, 10 July 2007), 6; 'NLC 
supports permits' Kalgoorlie Miner (Kalgoorlie, 10 July 
2007), 19; 'NT legal action bid' Launceston Examiner 
(Launceston, 10 July 2007), 15; 'Territory may back 
lawsuit over title' Australian (National, 10 July 2007), 5; 
'NT govt looks at legal action over permit scrap' National 
Indigenous Times (Malua Bay, 12 July 2007), 6; 'At the 
crossroads' Northern Territory News (Darwin, 21 July 
2007), 236. 
 
10 July 2007 NT Fry sees red over NLC mum claims 
Northern Land Council (NLC) chief executive Norman 
Fry denies its involvement in a ‘$600 million deal for 
leasing Aboriginal communities.’ Mr Fry maintains that 
the NLC ‘has always opposed compulsory acquisition of 
Aboriginal land, or removal of the permit system.’ 
Northern Territory News (Darwin, 10 July 2007), 7. 
 
11 July 2007 NT Aboriginal coalition's alternative plan 
The Combined Aboriginal Organisations of the Northern 
Territory has released a report criticising the Federal 
Government's plan to acquire towns and remove the 
permit system. ‘The report recommends that the permit 
system…be retained and said land tenure issues were not 
expected to improve child protection.’ Australian 
(National, 11 July 2007), 6; 'Aboriginal group lashes PM's 
plan' Age (Melbourne, 11 July 2007), 8; National Indigenous 
Times 'Aboriginal coalition poses alternative to Brough 
plan' (Malua Bay, 12 July 2007), 3. 
 
12 July 2007 NT Activist fears govt 'land grab' 
Aboriginal activist Mick Dodson said he did not see the 
‘connection between child abuse and land tenure’ in the 
Federal Government's intervention plan. Prof Dodson is 
concerned that the government's plan to seize 73 
Northern Territory communities in an attempt to combat 
child abuse is a ‘land grab’. Toowoomba Chronicle 

(Toowoomba, 12 July 2007), 20; 'Activist fears govt ‘land 
grab’' Daily Mercury (Mackay, 12 July 2007), 10; 'Activist 
fears govt ‘land grab’' Daily Examiner (Grafton, 12 July 
2007), 29; 'Activist fears govt ‘land grab’' Daily News 
(Warwick, 12 July 2007), 7; 'Activist fears govt ‘land grab’' 
Observer (Gladstone, 12 July 2007), 11; 'Activist fears govt 
‘land grab’' Gympie Times (Gympie, 12 July 2007), 6; 
'Activist fears govt ‘land grab’' News Mail (Bundaberg, 12 
July 2007), 10; 'Activist fears govt ‘land grab’' Northern 
Star (Lismore, 12 July 2007), 18. 
 
14 July 2007 NT Who wants to be a billionaire? I don't 
Nuclear power company Areva wants to extract more 
than $5 billion worth of uranium on its mineral lease at 
Koongarra but the senior custodian of Koongarra Jeffrey 
Lee wants it incorporated into surrounding Kakadu 
National Park.   Mr Lee wants to see the area protected 
from mining. The federal government has said ‘that no 
new mine would be approved in the territory unless it 
had the approval of traditional owners.’ Areva would 
need approval from Mr Lee, but the government has 
assured UNESCO ‘that it would agree in principle for 
Koongarra to be incorporated into the park if the 
traditional owners requested it.’ Age (Melbourne, 14 July 
2007), 3; 'Leave my uranium, my sacred site alone' West 
Australian (Perth, 21 July 2007), 72. 
 
16 July 2007 NT Landholders hit takeover plan The 
federal government will need to get sacred-site clearance 
and survey township boundaries before it can acquire 
land through five-year leases. Central Land Council 
director David Ross has said ‘that needs to come through 
the land council’. The Land Council had been 
‘negotiating leases of the townships with the Northern 
Territory Government’ which would have put money for 
‘just terms’ compensation under the Commonwealth's 
proposal, into housing instead. Australian (National, 16 
July 2007), 6. 
 
27 July 2007 NT Plan for new 'town' at Owen Springs 
Alice Springs will have its 'own Palmerston Style satellite 
city to ease housing availability' said Independent 
Greatorex candidate Pail Herrick. However CLP 
candidate Matt Conlan has said that this would need an 
'independent body to oversee the creation of more land'. 
He also attacked the Government’s approach when 
‘dealing with native title claims'. Centralian Advocate 
(Alice Springs, 27 July 2007), 2. 
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29 July 2007 NT Fish Permits in Doubt The fishing 
permit system that will be introduced into the Northern 
Territory cannot be enforced by the police. The new 
regulations were introduced after the High Court's Blue 
Mud Bay decision which entitles Aboriginal land owners 
to exclusive possession of the intertidal waters along 80 
per cent of the Northern Territory coast line. However a 
source has said that 'police can't do anything about it 
because its not gazetted as a law'. Amateur Fisherman's 
Association president Warren de With said 'the 
uncertainty threatening recreation fishermen threatens to 
destroy the Territory's reputation'. Sunday Territorian 
(Darwin, 29 July 2007), 3. 
 
31 July 2007 NT Elders smoke supreme court Yanyua 
elders from Borroloola travelled to Darwin to support the 
'challenge of the Commonwealth approval of the NT's 
largest zinc mine - the McArthur River Mine (MRM).' The 
elders were recorded by a film crew. Northern Territory 
News (Darwin, 21 July 2007), 2. 
 
01‐Aug‐07 NT Royalties from MRM, at last The 
McArthur River Mine near the Gulf of Carpentaria has 
handed over $13 million even though the mining 
development was one of the first major developments 
following the Mabo decision. ʹDespite this, the company ‐ 
owned by Swiss Mining Giant X strata  ‐ has paid no 
royalties to date. But because of a controversial $110 
million project to divert the McArthur River by 5.5 km, 
transforming the mine from underground to open cut 
and extending its life, the mineʹs general manager Brian 
Hearne said that the company was making more moneyʹ. 
Koori Mail (National, 1 August 2007), 34. 
 
01‐Aug‐07 NT NT Intervention Message to PM John 
Howard: Youʹve failed; Message to Laborʹs Kevin Rudd: 
so have you! The Federal Governmentʹs intervention in 
the Northern Territory has ʹbeen blasted as evidence that 
the Prime Minister has failed to deliver his promise of 
practical reconciliationʹ. Pat Turner a coordinator of the 
Combined Aboriginal Organisations of the Northern 
Territory (CAO) has ʹpredicted that the intervention will 
fail because it is being conducted without consulting 
Aboriginal peopleʹ. Ms Turner said that ʹAboriginal 
communities continued to lack basic infrastructure such 
as housing, schools and medical facilitiesʹ. She urged the 
government to ʹimplement the recommendations 
contained in the Little Children are Sacred report, which 

has been used to justify sending in the troops.ʹ She 
criticised the link made between child abuse and land 
rights. The authors of the report, Rex Wild QC and 
Patricia Anderson said that they ʹfelt betrayed by the 
Governmentʹ. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social 
Justice Commissioner Tom Calms said that health checks 
had been carried out in the Northern Territory prior to 
the intervention even though they have been announced 
by Mal Brough as a new measure. Even though Mr 
Calma ʹwelcomes the fact that Aboriginal issues were 
now firmly on the agendaʹ he ʹremained concerned about 
the practical implementation and many aspects of the 
Governmentʹs strategy. Professor Larissa Behrendt the 
director of research at the Jumbana Indigenous House of 
Learning said that the Labor party had failed to offer an 
adequate response to the issue. However Indigenous 
leader Warren Mundine said that the plan was not a ʹland 
grabʹ. Koori Mail (National, 1 August 2007), 8; ʹMeddling a 
blight: chairmanʹ Border Mail (Albury, 1 August 2007), 19; 
ʹCanberraʹs NT Troop Move ʹdevastatingʹ Age 
(Melbourne, 6 August 2007}), 4; ʹCoast blow‐out for NT 
plan: Indigenous reform package hits $500 mʹ Australian 
(National, 6 August 2007), 1; ʹPM plan no land grab: 
Mundineʹ Australian (National, 6 August 2007), 4; ʹGovtʹs 
NT crackdown a ʹbetrayalʹ Canberra Times (Canberra, 6 
August 2007), 3; ʹPM stands condemnedʹ Hobart Mercury 
(Hobart, 6 August 2007), 4; ʹALPʹs support not in 
questionʹ Australian (National, 8 August 2007), 4; 
ʹReconciliation with a vengeanceʹ Australian (National, 8 
August 2007), 4; ʹLaws get tick amid claims of genocideʹ 
Canberra Times (Canberra, 8 August 2007), 3; ʹAboriginal 
crisis: it’s time for talkʹ Canberra Times (Canberra, 8 
August 2007), 12; ʹThe ALP ʹscared of taking on Martinʹ 
Australian (National, 16 August 2007), 6; ʹBreaking the 
silenceʹ New Woman (National, September 2007), 75. 
 
01‐Aug‐07 NT Views spilt on tourism opportunities in 
communities It has been argued that the ʹtourism 
industry could blossom in job‐starved remote 
communities with the winding back of the permit 
systemʹ. Northern Land Council Chief Executive Norman 
Fry said that ʹa removal of the permit system would see 
Arnhem Land instantly become the worldʹs most sought 
after backpacker destinationʹ.  This view was echoed by 
the Department of Employment and Workplace Relations 
NT Manager Brenda Parkes who said that ʹopening areas 
up for more people to visit [will] stimulate industryʹ. 
However Justice Minister Syd Stirling said that ʹits 
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nonsense to think that visitation…can be forced on 
reluctant hosts...Indigenous communities have spoken 
out strongly against the removal of the permit systemʹ. 
Northern Territory News (Darwin, 1 August 2007), 21. 
 
01‐Aug‐07 NT Jam the fishing permitsʹ New laws have 
come into effect ʹrequiring recreational fishermen to 
apply to the Northern Land Council for a permit to fish 
around 80 per cent of the Territoryʹs coastlineʹ. Deputy 
Opposition Leader Terry Mills has said that fishing 
permits in the Northern Territory go ʹbeyond an offence 
to my personal freedomʹ. Mr Mills was concerned that 
ʹthe system… will increase divisionʹ and ʹdenied his 
comments were stunt though he said he has not has a 
chance to go fishing for a long timeʹ. The Blue Mud Bay 
decision has been appealed by the Northern Territory 
Government. The police have said that ʹrecreational 
fishermen will be given a warning for throwing a line in 
without a permit on Aboriginal landʹ. Northern Territory 
News (Darwin, 2 August, 2007), 1; ʹNT fishers facing 
permit warningsʹ Sunday Territorian (Darwin, 5 August 
2007), 2; ʹFishers to get permit warningsʹ Sunday 
Territorian (5 August 2007), 4. 
 
02‐Aug‐07 NT Tiwi Permit system to be abolished The 
permit system in the Tiwi Islands will be abolished. The 
Federal Government is currently engaging in discussions 
with traditional owners to ʹsign a lease in exchange for a 
high school, 25 new homes and $1 million for health 
initiativesʹ. A ʹlegal bid to delay the signing of a 99 year 
head lease failed after insufficient evidence was found to 
substantiate claims of bribes and forgeryʹ.  Northern 
Territory News (Darwin, 2 August, 2007), 4; ʹTiwi lease bid 
failsʹ Age (Melbourne, 14 August 2007), 4; ʹLand Leaseʹ 
Adelaide Advertiser (Adelaide, 21 August 2007), 4; ʹTiwi 
people hail lease as ʹnew beginningʹʹ Australian (National, 
31 August 2007), 4; ʹTiwi lease given upʹ Northern Daily 
Leader (Tamworth, 31 August 2007), 9; ʹInk dries on first 
99 year govt leaseʹ Northern Territory News (Darwin, 31 
August 2007), 4; ʹHistoric Agreement for 99 year lease in 
NTʹ Media Release (Federal Government, 30 August 2007), 
1; ʹNguiu landowners opt for home ownershipʹ Media 
Release (Tiwi Land Council, 30 August 2007), 1; 
ʹMiddletons advises Tiwi Islands on 99 year Head Lease 
with the Commonwealthʹ Media Release (Middletons, 30 
August 2007), 1. 
 

03‐Aug‐07 NT Laws to scrap permits heading to 
parliament Legislation with a ʹdrastic effect on the 
Territoryʹs permit systemʹ has been tabled in Parliament. 
Federal Indigenous Affairs Minister Mal Brough said that 
the ʹnew laws will scrap the need for a permit in 
ʺcommon areas of major communitiesʺ and ʺairstrips and 
access roads to the communities”‘. This will also apply to 
obtaining a permit to attend court hearings on Aboriginal 
land. The Central Land Council which has administered 
the permit system under the Aboriginal Land Right Act 
has said that ʹthere is no just evidence that ʹopenʹ 
communities are better off than communities on 
Aboriginal land whose access ahs been regulated by 
permitsʹ.  Tangentyere Council executive director 
William Tilmouth said that ʹI believe there will be more 
harm done to children in the future than has been done 
in the pastʹ. A Centralian Advocate (Alice Springs, 3 
August 2007), 2. 
 
03‐Aug‐07 NT The streets belong to us: More than a 
permit needed The Federal Government has ʹdeclared 
that it will abolish the permit system under the Aboriginal 
Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976 (Cth).ʹ The 
legislation was originally proposed by the Whitlam 
government and received bipartisan support. Barrister Dr 
Jocelyn A Scutt has argued that ʹAboriginal people were 
given the right to occupation and ownership of 
Aboriginal land without interference. This did no more 
than extend to indigenous Australians rights that non‐
Indigenous Australians have enjoyed.ʹ. Some Indigenous 
communities will not be offered financial compensation 
and ʹpeople will also lose the right to have the 
management of the their welfare payments reviewed by 
the Social Security Appeals tribunalʹ. Aboriginal elders 
from remote communities have said that ʹthey believed 
they were being forced to hand over control of their lands 
in a way that ʺwould not be tolerated by any other 
community groupʺʹ.  The primary concern is the ʹlack of 
consultation and a perceived lack of detail or long term 
planningʹ.  Other measures such as the commitment of 
extra policing has been welcomed although ʹelders argue 
police need better cultural training and that funding for 
indigenous run night patrols should be restoredʹ. 
However West Australian Magistrate Sue Gordon who is 
chairing the Northern Territory Emergency Taskforce 
said that ʹtheir work was considered an emergency 
response [and that] it was not possible to hold 
widespread consultation beforehand. Lawyers Weekly 
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(National, 3 August 2007), 13; ʹHoward Government 
getting on with the job of protecting children in the 
Northern Territoryʹ Media Release (Mal Brough, Minister 
for Families, Community Services and Indigenous 
Affairs, National,  6 August 2007), 29; ʹPmʹs wedge is not 
gift for Aboriginesʹ Australian (National, 10 August 2007), 
16; ‘Land Council fears welfare quarantine fallout’ 
Australian (National, 3 August 2007), 5; ʹBar humbugʹ 
Australian (National, 10 August 2007), 15. 
 
05‐Aug‐07 NT Brough close to deal on control of town 
camps Leaders of northern Australiaʹs main Aboriginal 
groups are heading to Canberra in a bid to stop the 
Government legislationʹ. Even though negotiation have 
been ʹkept secret, it is understood an agreement for a new 
deal on security, housing and employment could be 
struck within weeksʹ. Community held lands are 
perceived to have ʹprevented Aborigines from raising 
their own living standardsʹ and that ʹchanges to land 
tenure will not take land away from Aborigines but make 
their land rights more meaningful by allowing them to 
own their own homes and enjoy improved amenities.ʹ Pat 
Turner, a prominent Indigenous leader said that ʹitʹs 
important for Australians to understand that we will not 
give up our landsʹ. ʹLetters were drafted at a meeting of 
30 Indigenous leaders in Arnhem land ʹcalling on [Prime 
Minister John Howard and Opposition Leader Kevin 
Rudd] to halt the legislation that is expected to take 
control of Aboriginal communities and wind back the 
permit systemʹ. A delegation of Indigenous Leaders 
arriving in Canberra said that they were ʹparticularly 
concerned about changes to land tenure and the permits 
system saying they have not seen any evidence to show 
that either measure will stop child abuseʹ.  Sunday Age 
(Melbourne, 5 August 2007), 3; ʹAboriginal leaders to 
protestʹ Sunday Examiner (:Launceston, 5 August 2007), 
10; ʹAboriginal leaders fight Govtʹ Sunday Territorian 
(Darwin, 5 August 2007), 4; ʹNT Indigenous leaders seek 
meeting with PMʹ Age (Melbourne, 4 August, 2007), 4; 
ʹIndigenous leaders call for halt to territory interventionʹ 
Sydney Morning Herald (Sydney, 4 August 2007), 4; ʹAnger 
over NT child Billʹ Courier Mail (Brisbane, 8 August 2007), 
5; ʹWealth built on land ʺtheftʺʹ Northern Territory News (8 
August 2007), 14; ʹ$20m exchangeʹ Sunshine Coast Daily 
(Maroochydore, 8 August 2007), 14; ‘A home of oneʹs 
own: changed tenure will increase the value of 
Aboriginal land’ Australian (National, 6 August 2007), 17; 

ʹʹNo recompense for leases: Broughʹ Sydney Morning 
Herald (Sydney, 7 August 2007), 6. 
 
07‐Aug‐07 NT Intervention legislation to remove appeal 
rights The Commonwealthʹs legislation introduced into 
parliament will ʹremove normal rights of appeal for 
aborigines in the Northern Territory, prevent customary 
law being considered in sentencing and give itself open‐
ended powers to acquire land or ban alcoholʹ. Indigenous 
Affairs Minister Mal Brough ʹconfirmed the Government 
would spend $587 million in the first year of the five year 
interventionʹ which will see ʹCanberra take control of 
Aboriginal townships through five year leases, introduce 
alcohol and pornography bans and quarantine welfare 
paymentsʹ.  The money ʹdoes not include money to 
compensate traditional owners for land the Government 
compulsorily acquires for five yearsʹ.  Mr Brough has said 
that ʹrent and improvements including infrastructure 
programs could count as compensationʹ. NT Chief 
Minister Claire Martin said that ʹmeasure to remove 
permit systems, lease land for five years and 
compulsorily acquire town camps had ʺnothing to do 
with chid abuseʺʹ. The Federal Government has been 
criticised for ʹrammingʹ the reforms although it has been 
justified on the basis of a ʹnational emergencyʹ.  Age 
(Melbourne, 7 August 2007), 6; ʹRight to tribal law 
scrappedʹ Australian (National, 7 August 2007), 1; 
ʹIndigenous support: the NT intervention Bill deserves a 
smooth passageʹ The Australian (7 August 2007), 15; 
ʹBrough moves fast on NT lawsʹ Canberra Times 
(Canberra, 7 August 2007), 1; ʹCall for Howard to go on 
attackʹ Courier Mail (Brisbane, 7 August 2007), 7; ʹAlcohol 
banned in abuse crackdownʹ Daily Telegraph (Sydney, 7 
August 2007), 2; ʹBrough unveils ʹtakeoverʹ plansʹ 
Centralian Advocate (Alice Springs, 7 August 2007), 5; 
ʹMartin: Child Abuse fight key to reformsʹ Centralian 
Advocate (Alice Springs, 7 August 2007), 5; ʹIntervention 
queriedʹ Northern Territory News (Darwin, 21 August 
2007), 6. 
 
07‐Aug‐07 NT Reconciliation Australia Calls for non 
urgent aspects of the legislation to be deferred 
Reconciliation Australia has ʹcalled on the Government to 
extract and defer non‐urgent elements of the Northern 
Territory National Emergency Response Billʹ. It also 
asked that a ʹdetailed evaluation of its early impact be 
released to reassure communities the plan is based on 
evidence of whatʹs workingʹ. A report commissioned by 
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Oxfam said that there is ʹcompelling evidence that the 
proposed changes have no connection with the incidence 
of child sex abuse, are likely to jeopardize the 
effectiveness of the Governmentʹs emergency response in 
the Northern Territory and are detrimental to the 
development of Aboriginal communitiesʹ. Senator 
Andrew Bartlett has also said that ʹthe governmentʹs 
attempt to ram its Indigenous intervention legislation 
through parliament this week with no time set aside for 
proper scrutiny or debate is a flagrant abuse of power 
which seriously risks making things worse rather than 
betterʹ. Media Release (National, 7 August 2007), 1; Media 
Release (National, 7 August 2007), 11; ʹGovernmentʹs 
railroading Indigenous intervention risks long term 
harmʹ Media Release (National, 7 August 2007), 45. 
 
07‐Aug‐07 NT Groote Eylandt supports 99 year 
township leases The Groote Eylandt region of the 
Northern Territory was ʹemerging following in principle 
agreement of the local Anindilyakwa people to enter into 
a 99 year leaseʹ. An in principle agreement has been 
reached with the Angurugu, Umbakumba and 
Milyaburra townshipsʹ. Media Release (National, 7 August 
2007), 25. 
 
08‐Aug‐07 NT Takeover Bill stalled The legislation 
implementing the Governmentʹs intervention in the 
Northern Territory will be supported by the Labor party 
with amendments that ʹget rid of provisions exempting 
the legislation from the Racial Discrimination Act; keep 
permits for entry to Aboriginal townships; and guarantee 
a review of parts of the law after a year of operationʹ. The 
legislation has also been used by both parties in the wake 
of the federal election to ʹseize the popular groundʹ. The 
reforms are made of six bills which have been passed 
with Labor support. Minister for Indigenous Affairs Mal 
Brough said that ʹitʹs a time in out nationʹs history...when 
hopefully we can once and for all make a real 
improvement in the lives of the First Australians and the 
children in particularʹ. However Labor Warren Snowdon 
ʹaccused the Government of abusing the parliamentary 
processʹ. Opposition Senate Leader Chris Evans ʹmoved 
to amend the wording of the NT, laws to ensure ʺthe just 
terms guarantee of the constitution will applyʺ. However 
community service Minster Nigel Scullion said that ʺany 
bills will not remove or diminish that aspect of the 
constitutionʹ. Adelaide Advertiser (Adelaide, 8 August 
2007), 24; Age (Melbourne, 8 August 2007), 8; ʹALPʹs 

support not in questionʹ Australian (National, 8 August 
2007), 4; ʹReforms on abuse passedʹ Courier Mail 
(Brisbane, 8 August 2007), 5; ʹCLC fights to save NT 
permitsʹ Centralian Advocate (Alice Springs, 7 August 
2007), 5; ‘It’s the vibe,ʹ says Labor about indigenous laws 
amendment plan’ Courier Mail (Brisbane, 16 August 
2007), 14. 
 
10‐Aug‐07 NT Communities ʹscaredʹ into signing leases 
The Northern Territoryʹs ʹpeak local government body 
has accused the federal Government of using the 
intervention to scare indigenous communities into 
signing 99 year leasesʹ. Kerry Moir, president of the NTʹs 
Local Government Association said ʹcommunities and 
councils believed they would be rewarded if they ʹcame 
on sideʹ.ʹ Ms Moir said that ʹAngurugu and Umbakumba 
on Groote Eylandt were not communities listed for the 
intervention had… announced their intention to sign a 99 
year leaseʹ. Northern Territory News (Darwin, 10 August 
2007), 6. 
10‐Aug‐07 NT Birthplace of land rights on heritage list 
The Wave Hill cattle station where Vincent Lingiari and 
the Gurindji people walked off in 1966 has been added to 
the National Heritage List. The walk off was the ʹstart of 
what was to become a decade struggle for recognition 
that culminated in the Aboriginal Land Rights Actʹ. 
Sydney Morning Herald (Sydney, 10 August 2007), 5; ʹLand 
rights honourʹ West Australian (Perth, 10 August 2007), 9l 
ʹWalk‐off sites recognisedʹ Katherine Times (Katherine, 29 
August 2007), 5. 
 
14‐Aug‐07 NT Quick review gives NT plans the go 
ahead The ʹcontroversial Commonwealth intervention to 
stop child abuse in Aboriginal communities in the 
Northern Territory has been given the go ahead after a 
lightning‐quick review by a parliamentary committeeʹ. 
The ʹGovernment dominated committee has 
recommended the intervention legislation be passed 
without amendmentʹ but ʹhas called on the Government 
to clarify whether Aborigines will be compensated on 
just terms when the Government compulsorily acquires 
their propertyʹ. The Democrats and Greens filed 
dissenting reports with Senator Andrew Bartlett saying 
that ʹ[provisions for the takeover of Indigenous land and 
the scrapping of permits should be deleted because there 
was not proof they would stop child abuseʹ. Age 
(Melbourne, 14 August 2007), 6. 
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16‐Aug‐07 NT Empires Crumble Tangentyere ʹmay lose 
all or much of its recurrent funding from the 
Commonwealth following its rejection of $60m from 
Indigenous Affairs Minister Mal Brough for upgrading 
town camps in Alice Springsʹ. The body will cease to 
provide municipal services. Alice Springs News (Alice 
Springs, 16 August 2007), 1; ʹMacadam speaking with 
forked tongue?ʹ Alice Springs News (Alice Springs, 16 
August 2007), 4. 
 
16‐Aug‐07 NT Combined Aboriginal Organisations ʹno 
mandate from localsʹ Lhere Artepe is ʹchallenging the 
mandate of the Combines Aboriginal Organisations of 
Alice Springs to speak on behalf of local Aboriginesʹ. 
CEO Ken Laughton is ʹcalling for Indigenous money to 
be channelled through Lhere Artepe which would 
subcontract to...organisations to provide services to town 
campsʹ. Mr Laughton said that ʹLhere Artepe are 
supposed to be the peak organisation for dealing with 
Aboriginal issues in Alice Springsʹ. Tangentyere has a 
one fifth share in the investment company Centrecorp 
which has come under pressure to become more 
accountable. Indigenous Affair Minister Mal Brough 
warned ʹindigenous charities will face Government 
action if they failed to be accountable and transparent in 
their operationsʹ. Alice Springs News (Alice Springs, 16 
August 2007), 5; ʹAboriginal firm to list donationsʹ Age 
(Melbourne, 22 August 2007), 4; ʹBrough warns 
Indigenous charitiesʹ Age (Melbourne, 23 August 2007), 
12. 
 
22‐Aug‐07 NT Northern fires risk to emissions: expert 
According to CSIRO research ʹAustralian can save 
millions of tonnes of greenhouse gases each year by 
reducing the number, size and frequency of fires burning 
across its tropical northern savannasʹ. The management 
of ʹnew prescribed burning regimes to reduce greenhouse 
gases offer[s] real economic opportunities for Aboriginal 
communitiesʹ. Land councils have been involved in 
strategic fire management across western Arnhem land. 
Canberra Times (Canberra, 22 August 2007), 6. 
 
27‐Aug‐07 NT Tiwi Trees Former Federal Environment 
Minister Robert Hill approved plans to clear up ʹ26 000 
hectares of native title forest on Western Melville Islandʹ. 
The decisions gave ʹSouth Australian Timber company 
the Australian Plantation Group, in partnership with the 
Tiwi Land Council, the go ahead to clear eucalypt forests 

of stringy bark bloodwood and woolly butt to plant 
quick growing hickory wattle to produce export 
woodchips for China and Japanʹ. It is the ʹsingle biggest 
land clearing project in Northern Australiaʹ. However 
ʹwith few economic opportunities for the Tiwi Islands, 
both the federal and Northern Territory governments 
argued the forestry project would deliver local jobs and 
income for Tiwi Islands. Environment Centre NT 
Campaigner Peter Robertson says ʹin the end, to our 
frustration, the approval went through pretty quietly, 
without attracting much attention outside the Territory 
and without being subjected to a full EIS by the federal 
governmentʹ. Canberra Times (Canberra, 27 August 2007), 
1. 
 
31‐Aug‐07 NT Indigenous health fears over govt leases 
GPs and medical leaders have warned that ʹland rights 
changes as a part of the Federal Government’s 
intervention in the NT could actually worsen Indigenous 
healthʹ. Dr Jan Bowman said thatʹ opening up access 
could make it easier to bring alcohol in, allow more non‐
indigenous child sex perpetrators to enter and enable 
prostitution to develop in communities. Australian Doctor 
(National, 31 August 2007), 6. 

 

Queensland 
 
01‐Jul‐07 QLD Minerals resources laws review after 17 
years The Queensland Government is proposing a new 
Mineral Resources Act to replace the Minerals Resources 
Act 1989. Mines and Energy Minister Geoff Wilson said 
that ʹweʹre riding an incredible resources boom and we 
need to move with the timesʹ.  A discussion paper on the 
proposed legislation was released May 15.  Queensland 
Government Mining Journal (National, July 2007), 12. 
4 July 2007 QLD $52m. TSRA Budget 'to deliver positive 
outcomes for the region' The 2007-2008 Budget 
announced by the Torres Strait Regional Authority's 
Board promises to deliver ‘a better quality of life and to 
develop an economic base for the Indigenous people of 
this region’ said Chairperson Toshie Kris. It includes a 
commitment of $1 657 803 for the Native Title Program. 
Torres News (Thursday Island, 4 July 2007), 7; 'TSRA 
Budget announced' Torres News (Thursday Island, 4 July 
2007), 9. 
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5 July 2007 QLD Cow Bay agreement reached A native 
title land use agreement, believed to be the first 
community-based agreement in Australia, has been 
reached between the Yalanji people and the Queensland 
government after more than 5 years of negotiations. 
Other parties included ‘Cow Bay residents and 
representatives of Cape York Land Council’ and sets 
aside 85 hectares for native title. Port Douglas & Mossman 
Gazette (Port Douglas, 5 July 2007), 6. 
 
10 July 2007 QLD Allotment shortage Calliope Shire 
mayor George Creed is calling on the Queensland 
Government ‘to release state land for development’ in the 
face of a land crisis. The government has said that ‘the 
major impediment to having the land released was the 
pre-existing native title rights over the land’ but it 
maintains that ‘it would conduct its own negotiations 
with the claimants’. Gladstone Observer (Gladstone, 10 
July 2007), 7; 'Land delays put bridge on back burner' 
Gladstone Observer (Gladstone, 12 July 2007), 5. 
 
18 July 2007 QLD Nickel mine in pipeline AusNiCo, a 
nickel mining company have ‘launched the first stage in 
applying for an exploration permit grant to search for 
nickel near Kalpowar.’ The company has advertised its 
lease ‘in case the area conflicts with any native title 
claims or any other land uses’ said its CEO Ian Levy.  
News Mail (Bundaberg, 18 July 2007), 1. 
 
18 July 2007 QLD Indigenous Councils worse off under 
Labor amalgamation plan Nationals Senator Ron 
Boswell has said that the ‘Labor plan for amalgamation 
of the State's local councils’ will be a disaster. Indigenous 
communities have not been consulted and ‘Indigenous 
councils will likely be the hardest hit of all councils, 
primarily because of the land deeds issue’ he said. The 
main issue is what will happen to Aboriginal community 
land held under a Deed of Grant in Trust by local 
Indigenous councils.   Western Sun (Cunnamulla, 18 July 
2007), 11. 
 
23 July 2007 QLD Plans to share mining bonanza The 
Queensland Government and the Queensland Resources 
Council will sign a memorandum of understanding to 
improve access, training and opportunities for 
employment for Indigenous people. ‘Mines will develop 
local agreements aimed at increasing Indigenous 
employment in the sector’. Courier Mail (Brisbane, 23 July 

2007), 6; 'Rich lode of benefits for Aborigines' Courier Mail 
(Brisbane, 24 July 2007), 20. 
 
24 July 2007 QLD Beattie deal for homes on Cape The 
Queensland Government has signed on to new 
arrangements in which ‘Aboriginal communities on 
Queensland's Cape York will be able to offer 99-year 
leases on native title land to individuals, housing bodies 
and significant commercial developments’. Premier Peter 
Beattie ‘said that local councils would still be able to 
control the purchase of houses and sale of the leases in 
local communities.’ Yarrabah Mayor Vince Mundraby 
said this would give Aboriginal people home ownership 
and economic development.  Australian (National, 24 July 
2007), 1; 'Deal for better future' Cairns Post (Cairns, 24 
July 2007), 8; 'School, homes link to Indigenous pact' 
Northern Territory News (Darwin, 24 July 2007), 9; 'Mines 
encourage Indigenous employment' Blackwater Herald 
(Blackwater, 24 July 2007), 5. 
 
25‐Jul‐07 QLD Eight communities work on 
turtle/dugong management project There are traditional 
owners from eight Torres Strait communities that are 
involved in a turtle/dugong project which is coordinated 
by the Torres Strait Regional Authority Land and Sea 
Management Unit which will work with communities to 
develop ʹcommunity based management plansʹ.  The 
program also ʹallows...communities to get involved in 
dugong and turtle catch monitoring  which is an essential 
tool to assist communities to make sure their 
management actions are having a positive effectʹ. Torres 
News (Thursday Island, 25 July, 2007), 24 
 
25 July 2007 QLD New database shares Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander maritime history The first online 
database 'solely on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
connections to the Great Barrier Reef' has been launched. 
Story Place 'contains around 1000 annotated references on 
books, reports and electronic resources that have been 
produced on topics relevant to Traditional Owner 
Groups over the last 100 years. Western Cape Bulletin 
(Weipa, 25 July 2007), 6. 
 
27 July 2007 QLD Native title decision brings joy to 
bush A consent determination has recognised native title 
over a pastoral property 450km northwest of Cairns. The 
Strathgordon Station mob has been awarded exclusive 
rights to use and occupy the land ‘and non-exclusive 
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rights to hunt, fish and gather from waterways’. 
Traditional owners had obtained a lease over the area in 
2000 after the station was purchased by the Indigenous 
Land Corporation. ‘The consent determination adds to 36 
others in Queensland, more than all the other states put 
together.’ Courier Mail (Brisbane, 27 July 2007), 3; 'Native 
title over pastoral lease' Cairns Post (Cairns, 27 July 2007), 
7; 'Native title over Cape York lease' Coffs Coast Advocate 
(Coffs Harbour, 27 July 2007), 10; 'Cape mob can see a 
future as land returned' Australian (National, 27 July 
2007), 7; 'Land rights won' Northern Daily Leader 
(Tamworth, 27 July 2007), 9; ‘Strathgordon Mobʹs native 
title victory’ Koori Mail (National, 1 August 2007), 5; 
ʹNative title recognised over Strathgordon pastoral leaseʹ 
Weipa (Weipa, 1 August 2007), 4. 
 
03‐Aug‐07 QLD Islanders fear identity will be swamped 
The residents of Ugar, Dauan and Sabai Island have lost 
their councils which will be merged into one council as a 
part of the State governmentʹs overhaul of councils. The 
representatives ʹare angry at the Governmentʹs decision, 
saying it leaves unanswered questions over complex land 
tenure and cultural issuesʹ. Chairwoman and Dauan 
Mayor Margaret Mau said that ʹthere were fears the 
islands would lose their identity if representation was 
diluted by immigrationʹ. Courier Mail (Brisbane, 3 August 
2007), 13. 
 
08‐Aug‐07 QLD $3bn plan boosted The Queensland 
Government has ʹgiven a boost to a $3 billion aluminium 
project, expected to create 2300 jobs during its 
construction in the Far Northʹ. This ʹgives the Queensland 
government a hand in coordinating decision making 
between the different levels of governmentʹ. An 
indigenous land use agreement ʹwith natives title holders 
and the Aurukun Shire Council has also been registeredʹ. 
Cairns Post (Cairns, 8 August 2007), 25; ʹChalco set for 
action at Aurukunʹ Courier Mail, 8 August 2007, 40; 
ʹChalco project granted ʹsignificant statusʹ Townsville 
Bulletin (Townsville, 8 August 2007), 5; ʹBoon to Aurukun 
mining projectʹ Western Cape Bulletin (Weipa, 15 August 
2007), 5; ʹState backs bauxite projectʹ North Queensland 
Register (Townsville, 16 August 2007), 11; ʹBauxite bidʹ 
Koori Mail (National, 29 August 2007), 30. 
 
15‐Aug‐07 QLD Wilderness Society says Premierʹs on 
the right track The QLD State Government is funding a 
package for Cape York that ʹincludes the creation of 20 

Indigenous Ranger positions and a land and sea 
management programʹ. The proposed amendments to the 
Wild Rivers Act 2005 will also ʹstrengthen Indigenous 
involvement in the declaration and management of the 
riversʹ according to Anthony Esposito from the 
Wilderness Society. Western Cape Bulletin (Weipa, 15 
August 2007), 4. 
 
16‐Aug‐07 QLD Keen to explore: Uranium targets draw 
in new junior miners anxious to hit viable lode A 
number of junior miners have expressed interest in 
exploring the North West region of Queensland. Metex 
resources are interested in exploring for uranium, in the 
Westmoreland area in the Gulf. The companyʹs managing 
director Ian Walker said that ʹthe company was also in 
the final stages of getting exploration grants around 
Cloncurry and was in discussions with representative of 
the Mitakoodi peopleʹ. Northwest Star (Mount Isa, 16 
August 2007), 1. 
 
21‐Aug‐07 QLD Vets win title to use park An agreement 
has been reached between Vietnam war veterans and the 
Kalpowar Aboriginal Land Trust which is the first of its 
kind to give a ʹnon indigenous group use of the land 
which recognises the rights and responsibilities of the 
traditional ownersʹʹ. The Indigenous Land Use 
Agreement was drawn up between the traditional 
owners and the State government in 2005 which ʹled to 
the establishment of the Land Trust, which in turn paved 
the way for an agreement between the Trust and the 
Vietnam veteransʹ. Townsville Bulletin (Townsville, 21 
August 2007), 6. 
 
21‐Aug‐07 QLD Ma:mu sign off on site The Ma:Mu 
people have signed an Indigenous Land Use Agreement 
that ʹallows a section of the Wooroonooran National Park 
to be used for tourism activitiesʹ. Traditional owner Dean 
Purcell said that ʹthere were times when we argued 
around the table and walked away but we came back and 
Iʹm very proud to be part of thisʹ.  An onsite meeting will 
be called to discuss the treatment of land to protect 
sensitive cultural land. Innisfail Advocate (Innisfail, 21 
August 2007), 3. 
 
21‐Aug‐07 QLD Cadwell enviro friendly plan The 
Girringun Aboriginal Corporation is ʹtaking the lead with 
ground breaking carbon credit offsetting scheme to be 
presented at  the National Indigenous Land and Sea 



July/August, No. 4/2007 22 

 

Management Conference and Festival in October. One of 
the initiatives includes the installation of 2500 super 
efficient compact fluorescent lamps throughout the 
Cadwell region. Conference co‐ordinator Joanne Keune 
said that the ʹcarbon offsetting scheme was another 
example of Girringunʹs commitment to involving the 
local Cardwell community in the lead up to the 
conference. Herbert River Express (Ingham, 21 August 
2007), 5. 
 
29‐Aug‐07 QLD Big land squeeze The Townsville region 
is facing population pressures ʹand two of the major 
constraints in the Townsville region are topography and 
land ownershipʹ. The expansion of residential 
development can also be constrained by issues such as 
mining leases, grazing leases and Native Title. Townsville 
Bulletin (Townsville, 29 August 2007), 25. 
 
29‐Aug‐07 QLD Agreement to help safeguard turtles An 
ILUA has been signed between the Wuthathi people from 
Shelbourne Bay as well as traditional owners from 
Erubam Le of Darnley Island, the Ugarem Le of Stephen 
Island and Meriam Le of Murray Island with the State 
Government which will grant Raine Island with National 
Park (Scientific) status. The ʹtraditional owners will work 
with the Queensland Government to manage and 
conserve the islandʹs values and they have agreed not to 
take any flora and fauna from the national parkʹ. 
Tablelands Advertiser (Mareeba, 29 August 2007), 18. 

 

South Australia 
 
4 July 2007 SA Land grab fears for SA The South 
Australian government is concerned that the 
Commonwealth is using ‘housing funding to 
compromise Aboriginal land rights in remote 
communities.’ SA Aboriginal Affairs Minister Jay 
Weatherill said that ‘now it seems it is using its housing 
funding as a land grab in SA’. Adelaide Advertiser 
(Adelaide, 4 July 2007), 21; 'Denying cash raises abuse 
risk' Australian (National, 4 July 2007), 7. 
 
4 July 2007 SA Land negotiations could be made with 
wrong group The Dingaman family of Port Augusta has 
claimed that BHP Billiton are dealing with the wrong 
traditional owners over land near the Olympic Dam. BHP 

has met with the three competing claim groups to discuss 
the project. ‘The Dingaman family has been fighting for 
recognition as the traditional owners of the land for more 
than 20 years.’ Port Augusta Transcontinental (Port 
Augusta, 4 July 2007), 5; 'Land right issues raised' Roxby 
Downs Sun (Port Augusta, 5 July 2007), 5. 
 
8 July 2007 SA Land claim on home of our pollies 
Kauran Yerta Aboriginal Corporation co-chair Lynette 
Crocker requested Independent Member Bob Such ‘to 
introduce legislation to provide compensation’ to 
traditional owners because Parliament House ‘was 
illegally built on Aboriginal land.’ A similar claim was 
settled in Canada for $28 million. The Attorney-General 
Michael Atkinson said the South Australian government 
‘does not propose to negotiate or pay the Kaurna people 
compensation’. The government will begin negotiations 
‘over a broader native title claim over Adelaide and 
surrounding areas’, excluding Parliament House ‘where 
exclusive possession has previously and validly been 
granted.’ Sunday Mail Adelaide (Adelaide, 8 July 2007), 
112. 
 
18 July 2007 SA SA deal focus on heritage, culture The 
South Australian Aboriginal Heritage Committee and the 
Congress of Native Title Management Committees ‘have 
formally agreed to work together to protect and ensure 
recognition of Aboriginal interests in culture, heritage 
and native title.’ The agreement has the support of the SA 
Government. Koori Mail (National, 18 July 2007), 6. 
 
23 July 2007 SA Mining week Goldsearch has ‘executed 
Exploration Deeds with custodians Anangu Pitjantjatjara 
Yankunytjatjara’ over two tenements ‘located within 
freehold Aboriginal land in the Musgrave region of South 
Australia’. Once approved, exploration will begin on the 
‘joint venture project with BHP Billiton and 
Independence Group.’ Australian (National, 23 July 2007), 
33. 
 
01‐Aug‐07 SA Big, bigger, biggest ‐ the Olympic Dam 
Plan South Australia has become second to Western 
Australia in mineral exploration. BHP Billitonʹs corporate 
affairs manager Richard Yeeles said that the company is 
targeting ʹtraining employment, health and aged care and 
was looking to establish a trust as part of the native title 
agreementsʹ in anticipation of the expansion of the 
Olympic Dam. Paydirt (National, August 2007), 19; ʹMajor 
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expansions signal boom timesʹ Mining Chronicle 
(National, July 2007). 
 
03‐Aug‐07 SA Federal pledge to help SA in Lands 
problems The Indigenous Affairs Minister Mal Brough 
has ʹoffered federal help for a drug and alcohol 
crackdown in South Australian Aboriginal landsʹ. Mr 
Brough said ʹweʹve got to send a clear message to people 
and we need the as Government to pull its weight and do 
it as wellʹ.  SA Aboriginal Affairs Minister Jay Weatherill 
ʹwelcome[d] the federal offer but said the biggest issue 
that needed to be tackled was overcrowdingʹ. Adelaide 
Advertiser (Adelaide, 3 August 2007), 14. 
 
09‐Aug‐07 SA River dredging gets under way A 
ʹstreamlined dredging approval process continues to help 
some Murray Water users maintain access to their 
supplyʹ. Some of the elements that have lead to this 
process include individual agreements between the 
Minister and Aboriginal communities to waive the usual 
period of notice under the NTA. Stock Journal (South 
Australia, 9 August 2007), 8. 
 
21‐Aug‐07 SA Aboriginal owner allow sand mining 
Iluka Resources has reached an agreement in principle 
with the Far West Coast Native Title Management 
Committee over ʹnative title consent for development of 
the Jacinth Ambrosia and Tripitaka mineral sands in the 
Eucla Basin. Adelaide Advertiser (Adelaide, 21 August 
2007), 38. 
 
 

Tasmania 
 
10 July 2007 TAS Hand back half land: Mansell 
Tasmanian Aboriginal leader Michael Mansell has 
suggested a new land deal returning half of Australia to 
Aboriginal people. This would allow for self-
determination and security of tenure for Aboriginal 
people. ‘It simply means Aboriginal control over 
Aboriginal lives’ he said. Mr Mansell suggested that 
Crown land in Tasmania's South-West and reserves 
could be returned. Hobart Mercury (Hobart, 10 July 2007), 
10; 'Give us back half of Australia, says Mansell' Burnie 
Advocate (Burnie, 10 July 2007), 3; 'Aboriginal leader 
wants 50-50 split' Courier Mail (Brisbane, 10 July 2007), 15; 
'Land split demand' Adelaide Advertiser (Adelaide, 10 July 

2007), 12; 'Australia should be split: Mansell' National 
Indigenous News (Malua Bay, 12 July 2007), 11; 'Call to 
split Australia' Territory Times (Northern Territory, 13 
July 2007), 7. 
 
 

Victoria 
 
3 July 2007 VIC Plant set to destroy Aboriginal heritage 
The site chosen by the Victorian government for a 
desalination plant ‘is a National Aboriginal Heritage Site’ 
that could be home to burial sites. Bunurong Land 
Council senior cultural officer Steve Compton was 
disappointed that the government would build the plant 
without assessments. ‘There is not much we can do 
legally’ he said.  Great Southern Star (Leongatha, 3 July 
2007), 5; 'Indigenous group slams state's Act' South 
Gippsland Sentinel Times (17 July 2007), 7. 
 
11 July 2007 VIC Act protects Aboriginal cultural 
heritage New Victorian legislation to protect Aboriginal 
cultural heritage will apply to most buildings and works, 
particularly around the Murray River and Barmah State 
Forest. Properties affected by the legislation will require 
owners ‘to prepare cultural management plans.’ Moira 
Shire Council Mayor Frank Malcolm said the plans will 
need to be ‘signed off by the State Government before 
council can issue a planning permit.’ Penalties apply for 
those who fail to meet the requirements.  Numurkah 
Leader (Numurkah, 11 July 2007), 9. 
 
26 July 2007 VIC Heritage Grant The Winda Mara 
Aboriginal Corporation has received $80 000 from the 
Australian Government's Indigenous and Heritage 
Program for the 'protection and enhancement of its 
heritage'. This will involve a management plan to 
'conserve national heritage values for existing and new 
places along the Budj Bim National Heritage listed 
landscape at Lake Condah'. Hamilton Spectator (Hamilton, 
26 July 2007), 9. 

 

Western Australia 
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5 July 2007 WA Aborigines welcome Japanese gas deal 
Uunguu traditional owners have signed an agreement 
with Japanese gas exploration company Inpex in the 
Maret Islands ‘which allows Inpex to occupy the tiny, 
uninhabited islands for geotechnical research’.The 
company proposes to build a large LNG processing 
facility but the plan ‘has not yet received state or federal 
approval’. The agreement does not contain monetary or 
job commitments. Australian (National, 5 July 2007), 4. 
 
5 July 2007 WA Gas on the beach? A new frontier area 
for oil and gas development is planned ‘just three 
nautical miles off Cable Beach and extending north to 
Cape Leveque.’ Tax concessions are being offered for 
exploration in the area. Conservationist Richard Costin is 
concerned about the future of the tourism industry. Ian 
Macfarlane, Federal Minister for Industry, Tourism and 
Resources said the industry contributes to jobs and 
revenue. ‘Dampier Peninsula resident and tourism 
operator Kathleen Cox called for Indigenous people to be 
part of the dialogue process.’ Broome Advertiser (Broome, 
5 July 2007), 1. 
 
12 July 2007 WA WA Government to oversee gas 
projects The WA government has made plans for ‘a 
taskforce to co-ordinate the development of natural gas 
projects in the Kimberley region’. Lobby groups have 
requested ‘a co-ordinated plan for gas projects to 
minimise environmental effects.’ State Development 
Minister Eric Ripper has said that the government ‘will 
resolve native title issues as part of the process and we 
aim to locate any hub on land where tenure has passed to 
the traditional owners and is subsequently leased back to 
the state’. Sydney Morning Herald (Sydney, 12 July 2007), 
26. 
 
18 July 2007 WA Agreement signed in Native Title case 
Ngadju native title claimants and the WA government 
have signed an agreement ‘to negotiate an out-of-court 
settlement over about 103,000 square kilometres of land 
west of Norseman’. The notice of intent has been 
welcomed by the Goldfields Land and Sea Council. 
‘Ngadju claimant Les Schultz Jnr said the agreement was 
a great opportunity finally to settle a claim which had 
been before the court since 1995.’ Kalgoorlie Miner 
(Kalgoorlie, 18 July 2007), 5; 'Out of Court Settlement is 
aim' Golden Mail (Kalgoorlie, 27 July 2007), 3. 
 

19 July 2007 WA Aerial search for diamonds in 
Kimberley Paramount Mining Corporation ‘is seeking 
approval from Native Title applicants for a ground-based 
work program at Napier later in 2007’. Meanwhile, the 
company will ‘conduct a large aerial survey to identify 
prospective new diamond exploration targets in the 
Kimberley.’ Kimberley Echo (Kununarra, 19 July 2007), 7. 
 
20 July 2007 WA Protesters continue campaign 
‘Protesters against the Barrick Gold Cowal mine site’ 
have occupied the company's head office in Perth, 
seeking ‘a copy of the Cowal Gold Project Ancillary Deed 
between Barrick Australia Limited and the so-called 
'Wiradjuri Condobolin Native Title Claim Group'‘. 
Wiradjuri elder Neville Williams said ‘All the Wiradjuri 
with ties to Lake Cowal have a right to see the deed and 
the inventory, not just the five sell-outs who have signed 
away our ancient cultural heritage.’ West Wyalong 
Advocate (West Wyalong, 20 July 2007), 5. 
 
26 July 2007 WA Human rights group targets troubled 
camp The Swan Valley Noongar community has been 
fighting the West Australian Government on the closure 
of a campsite since 2003.  The community claimed that 
the closure ‘contravened the Racial Discrimination Act’. 
This was rejected by the Federal Court but the 
community has appealed against the decision. The 
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission has 
applied to intervene in the matter. A spokeswoman has 
said that ‘HREOC is of the view that the appeal raises a 
number of important issues of legal principle relating to 
the proper interpretation of the Racial Discrimination 
Act’ but HREOC would not be making submissions on 
‘the appeallant's native title interest in the reserve or the 
claims made of trespass and deprivation of property.’ 
Australian (National, 26 July 2007), 6. 
26 July 2007 WA Uranium mining backed Clinton Wolf, 
chief executive of the Western Desert Lands Aboriginal 
Corporation has told the Australian Uranium Conference 
that it supports the development of a uranium deposit on 
‘traditional Martu land, despite a government ban.’ Land 
access agreements containing uranium mining provisions 
have already been drafted between Martu, its lawyers 
and industry. Mr Wolf said ‘We've got freehold title over 
about two per cent of Australia, exclusive possession.....If 
we don't get up and help ourselves, well nobody else is 
going to basically.’  Kalgoorlie Miner (Kalgoorlie, 26 July 
2007), 17. 
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26 July 2007 WA Heritage deal for Arc In April this year, 
a ‘final determination of native title over the 
Noonkanbah pastoral lease’ was made. Now ‘Arc Energy 
has signed a landmark heritage agreement with the 
Noonkanbah people which will pave the way for an 
aggressive oil and gas exploration program in the 
onshore Canning Basin in the Kimberley.’ West Australian 
(Perth, 26 July 2007), 49. 
 
26 July 2007 WA Program aims for more Indigenous 
employment A Work Ready program has been 
developed by Tiwest Cooljarloo mine and CY O'Connor 
TAFE in Moora ‘as part of Tiwest's Native Title 
Agreement with the Yued people when they requested 
permission to mine another section of their land.’ 
Participants who complete the program ‘will be 
favourably considered for available positions within the 
Tiwest mine’. Central Midlands & Coastal Advocate (Moore, 
26 July 2007), 1. 
 
01‐Aug‐07 WA Keeping Ngadju claim out of court The 
West Australian Government and the Ngadju native title 
claimants from the southern Goldfields ʹhave signed an 
agreement to make a concerted effort over six months to 
negotiate an out‐of‐court settlement of the claim.ʹ The 
ʹstatement of intentʹ signed in Perth by Deputy Premier 
Eric Ripper and claimant representatives commits both 
parties to ʹnot seek programming of the claim for trial in 
the Federal Court until the negotiations have ceasedʹ. The 
claim area covers about 103 000 square kilometres 150 
kilometres west of Norseman to Caiguna. Koori Mail 
(National, 1 August 2007), 29. 
 
04‐Aug‐07 WA Aboriginal anxiety on looming job 
losses Lance MacDonald chairman of the Papunya 
community said that the ʹabolition of the Community 
Development Employment Projects and this weekʹs 
scrapping of the permit system will drive his community 
further into poverty and leave it vulnerable to grog and 
drug runners.ʹ. He said that ʹwhat is being forgotten in all 
the drama is that this our land, but we are no longer 
being recognised as the first Australian citizensʹ. Mr 
Macdonald said that with the removal of the permit 
system the community will no longer be able to protect 
its sacred sites. There has been strong criticism of the 
measures to remove CDEP since there have been no 
alternatives offered. There are also concerns that 

removing the permit system will endanger local art 
industries by enabling tourists to potentially set up 
ʹexploitativeʹ relationships with artists. Warren Snowdon 
Member for Lingiari and Trish Crossin, NT senator said 
that ʹreforms of CDEP must recognise its strengths as 
well as it weaknesses as a platform for job creationʹ. They 
said that ʹCDEP should be used to move unemployed 
Aboriginal people from welfare to work through projects 
that benefit their communities. CDEP reforms should not 
be used to cut peopleʹs entitlementsʹ. Age (Melbourne, 4 
August 2007), 4; ʹCulture caught in the crossfireʹ 
Australian (National 16 August 2007), 16; ʹSnowdon ‐ 
provide proper wages and conditions for people in 
public sector jobs funded by CDEPʹ Alice Springs News 
(Alice Springs, 9 August 2007), 15. 
 
06‐Aug‐07 WA WAʹs share of mineral exploration is 
slipping Western Australiaʹs share of Australiaʹs mineral 
exploration expenditure ʹcontinues to clumpʹ according 
to the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies. 
Based on statistics released from the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, Western Australia recorded a decline of 48.71 
per cent. AMECʹs policy and public affairs manager Ian 
Loftus said that ʹunresolved Naive title issues and 
uncertainty over land access because of shifting and 
increasingly unworkable, environmental goal posts are 
contributing to a decline in the Stateʹs attractivenessʹ. 
Kalgoorlie Miner (Kalgoorlie, 6 August 2007), 8. 
 
23‐Aug‐07 WA Signs of significance on show Natural 
features along Crab Creek Road are being signposted 
ʹthanks to the efforts of traditional owners and local 
environment groupsʹ. The Signs have been installed by 
the Department of Environment and Conservation and 
includes information on ʹaccessing Roebuck Bay and 
native title landʹ. This is one of the projects in partnership 
with the Kimberley land Council, Environs Kimberley 
and Rubibi traditional owners. Boome Advertiser (Broome, 
23 August 2007), 8. 
 
29‐Aug‐07 WA Straits agreements with traditional land 
owners The Gnulli and Thalanyji native title claimant 
groups in the Gascoyne and Exmouth Gulf regions have 
signed a negotiation protocol with Straits Salt Pty Ltd.  
This is a part of the Yannarie Solar Salt project ʹand will 
provide significant opportunities for the social and 
economic development of the Gnulli and Thalanyji 
people and the wider community for many years to 
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comeʹ according to project manager James Barrie. 
Northern Guardian (Carnarvon, 29 August 2007), 6. 
 
30‐Aug‐07 WA Agreement finally reached The Mount 
Ridley Reserve will be ʹprotected for future generations 
after an historic agreement between the Esperance 

Nyungar Aboriginal Corporation and the Esperance 
Shireʹ. This formalised a ʹjoint management arrangement 
for managing the reserve which has a deep cultural 
significance to the people of the regionʹ. Kalgoorlie Miner 
(Kalgoorlie, 30 August 2007), 7. 

 

Applications Lodged with the Federal Court 
 

DATE FILED 
APPLICATION 

NAME 
APPLICATION 

TYPE 
STATUS 

STATE/ 
TERRITORY 

TRIBUNAL  
FILE NO. 

FEDERAL 
COURT 

FILE NO. 

2/07/2007 
NSW Minister for 
Lands #12

Non-claimant 
application 

Active NSW 
NN07/6 
NN07/6 

NSD1247/07 

2/07/2007 Ossie Stewart
Non-claimant 
application 

Active NSW 
NN07/5 
NN07/5 

NSD1246/07 

23/07/2007 
Ngiyampaa People 
(Mulga Creek)

Claimant 
application 

Active NSW 
NC07/5 
NC07/5 

NSD1433/07 

23/07/2007 
Ngiyampaa People 
(Canbelego)

Claimant 
application 

Active NSW 
NC07/4 
NC07/4 

NSD1434/07 

30/07/2007 
Darkinjung LALC 
#6

Non-claimant 
application 

Active NSW 
NN07/7 
NN07/7 

1478/07 

8/08/2007 
Greater Hume 
Shire Council

Non-claimant 
application 

Active NSW 
NN07/8 
NN07/8 

NSD1561/07 

2/07/2007 
NSW Minister for 
Lands #12

Non-claimant 
application 

Active NSW 
NN07/6 
 

NSD1247/07 

This information has been extracted from the National Native Title Tribunal website: http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/  accessed 27 
August2007. For further information about native title applications contact the National Native Title Tribunal on 1800 640 501 or visit 
www.nntt.gov.au. 

Registration Test Decisions 

 

DECISION 
DATE 

APPLICATION 
DATE 

APPLICATION 
NAME 

STATE/
TERR. 

DECISION 
NNTT FILE 

NO. 

FEDERAL 
COURT 

FILE NO. 

5/07/2007 29/03/2007 
Kulkalgal People 
#2

QLD Accepted QC07/3-1 QUD98/07 

5/07/2007 29/03/2007 
Kulkalgal People 
#2

QLD Accepted QC07/3-1 QUD98/07 

16/07/2007 20/02/2007 Budjiti People QLD Accepted QC07/2-1 QUD53/07 

30/07/2007 2/11/2006 
Boonthamurra 
People

QLD Accepted QC06/15-2 QUD435/06 

31/07/2007 6/09/2006 Archer Point QLD Accepted QC06/11-1 QUD352/06 

http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/non-claimant/NN07_6.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/non-claimant/NN07_6.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/non-claimant/NN07_5.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/claimant/NC07_5.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/claimant/NC07_5.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/claimant/NC07_4.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/claimant/NC07_4.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/non-claimant/NN07_7.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/non-claimant/NN07_7.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/non-claimant/NN07_8.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/non-claimant/NN07_8.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/non-claimant/NN07_6.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/non-claimant/NN07_6.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/
http://www.nntt.gov.au/applications/
http://www.nntt.gov.au/
http://www.nntt.gov.au/registration/1352.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/registration/1352.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/registration/1353.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/registration/1353.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/registration/1351.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/registration/1358.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/registration/1358.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/registration/1354.html
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