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Australian mottoes — 
the end is near!
Vivienne Sigley, librarian, Lismore College of 
TAFE, editor and joint compiler of the 
award-winning Visarts 85, and co-ordinator of 
the highly commended Placenames of Northern 
New South Wales series is currently working on 
a manuscript for the LAA. Here she comments 
on the delights and the diligence needed to 
compile a work on mottoes.

One of the great delights in researching a 
book of Australian mottoes has been discover­
ing that there is indeed a motto for every occa­
sion. A day filled with what seem to be a rash 
of small disasters can be met with Courage in 
adversity, and weariness as a result should be 
ignored because Nihil sine Lahore... after all, 
Finis coronal opus'.

And the end of the work is at last in sight, 
with research on civic, educational, union, 
defence force, ecclesiastic, health and medical, 
and notable families’ mottoes now largely com­
pleted.

During the next three months, I will be con­
centrating on obtaining the mottoes of clubs, 
associations, support and recreational groups 
so that the completed manuscript of Australi­
an Mottoes can be submitted to the Association 
in December this year.

An aerodynamic library?
The Pine Rivers Shire new mobile library has 
won the Local Government Excellence 
Award in the 1988 series of awards organ­
ised by the Local Government Training Coun­
cil Queensland Incorporated.

Through these Awards, recognition is given 
to city, town and shire councils which have 
demonstrated significant initiative in improv­
ing their council’s effectiveness and/or pro­
ductivity through innovative management or 
technical practices.

Built by Trans Commercial of Coopers Plain, 
Brisbane, the Pine Rivers Shire mobile library 
won the Technical Excellence Award through 
its use of such features as a slide-out module 
containing the staff work area; an online circu­
lation system comparable with the computer 
services offered at the Branch libraries; a 
coin-operated photocopier; and a streamlined

The mottoes of ‘clubs, pubs and other mobs’ 
as I call them, have proved somewhat a chal­
lenge, with many groups reticent about provid­
ing or promoting their motto.

There are some wonderful exceptions, of 
course — such as the Ulysses Bike Club for the 
Over-50s, which is proud to Grow old disgrace­
fully!

If you could help by providing any of these 
mottoes, or any in the categories I have men­
tioned, I’d be very grateful. And it’s good to 
know we can Karribidyikarrmerrirrien (help 
one another)!

Vivienne Sigley

exterior: aerodynamic skirts and a modernistic 
graphic design depicting the Shire’s hills, rivers 
and trees.

The Pine Rivers Shire mobile library, leading the 
way in technical excellence. Left to right, 
assistant driver, Mr Lyall Barron and chief 
librarian, Ms Rosalind Pestell.

You've read the book 
now see the video 

(in your own library)

The LAA and S&M Supply Company 
present

STOPPING 
THE ROT 

THE VIDEO
$65

(plus $3 postage)

Featuring the LAA’s 
Bicentennial Conservator 

Helen Price

Two videos on one cassette - 
Photographic collections covers 
removal of surface soil, photograph 
albums, storage of photographic 
items, acid-free materials.
Paper documents covers handling, 
dust removal, relaxing and flattening, 
dry cleaning and simple paper 
repairs.

- V

If you can’t quite put your finger on all 
your library’s resources... 3M can help 
you deter light-fingered “borrowers7
3M’s range of electro-magnetic book detection 
systems have been proven over the last fifteen 
years in libraries with both large and small 
budgets.

“Certainly (the system has) reduced book numbers going 
‘missing’. (Also) library staff able to relax more with the 
system providing objective security”.
“Staff are able to get on with the business of providing top 
library service ”. Sydney Adventist High School, NSW.

Alwyn Campbell, Teacher/Ubrarian.

Security Products Division
3M Australia Pty Ltd (inc. in NSW)
Sydney 498-9333; Canberra 47-4322; Melbourne 542-5222 
Hobart 34-3104; Adelaide 243-6111; Perth 427-1333 
Darwin 81-5645; Townsville 72-3735; Brisbane 896-1444 
Newcastle 2-5461
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