
Christine Mackenzie, president, 
Queensland Branch

I am  a re la tive  n ew co m e r to the sunsh ine state, hav ing  
em igrated  from V ic to ria  at the beg inn ing  o f 1998 to take 
up the position of m anager of lib rary services at the Bris­

bane C ity  C o u n c il. I have  been active  in A L IA  for a num ber 
of years, and have  just com p le ted  a term  as treasurer of the 
Q u ee n s la n d  B ranch .

T h e  m ajo r a c tiv it ie s  p lanned  for 1999 in Q u een s lan d  
are restructuring for the new  organisation, reform ing groups, 
ensuring the e-list becom es the ve h ic le  for live ly  and en thu ­
siastic debate , and offering professional d eve lop m en t o p ­
portun ities to m em bers.

Q u ee n s la n d  offers cha lleng es in co m m u n ica tio n s  and 
prom oting  a sense of inc lu s iveness. Th is is a big state, and 
w e  are a im ing  for a n ew  structure that acco m o d a tes  this, 
w ith  em phasis on regional groups. W e  need to b a lan ce  the 
needs of regions w ith  the o ve rv iew  a state-wide perspective 
brings. Pa rticu la rly  in the past year, through the good efforts 
o f p res id en t C a ro lyn  Y o u ng , this has been  a ch ie v e d  by 
te lecon ferencing  and spending a large part of the budget on 
trave l, a llo w in g  C entra l and N orth  Q u een s lan d  pa rtic ip a ­
tion in State C o u n c il and  ex ecu tive  m eetings.

Re fo rm ing  specia l interest groups, am a lgam ating  like- 
m in ded  fo lks and  resu rrecting  a c o u p le  o f the m oribund  
sections is also on the agenda. T h e  form er A C L IS  IT group 
is first off the m ark, and w e  look fo rw ard  to the ir con trib u ­
tion to the n ew  organ isation .

T h e  e le c tro n ic  list has just been launched , and w ill o f­
fer an e ffe c t iv e  m eans o f co m m u n ica t io n  to m em bers. 
Q u ill, the ex ce llen t new sle tter ed ited  by T o w n sv ille  m em ­
bers, w ill  be p roduced  ten tim es this year, appearing  as an 
insert to inC ite  for Q ueens lan de rs .

A  w o rkshop  is being p lanned  next m onth on e lec tro n ic  
licen c in g , and a career d eve lop m en t sem inar is schedu led  
shortly after. An  even ing  for n ew  m em bers of the profession 
is a lso  being held . A ll in all, an exc iting  yea r ahead  is an ­
tic ipa ted . m

And the 
winner is...
Congratulations Paul Livingston from the 
National Library of Australia who has won 
an Ansett Australia flight to Melbourne.

The prize was offered as an incentive to del­
egates attending the A d e la id e  98: Pathw ays  
to  c o n fe re n c e  to fill out the conference 
evaluation form.

10th BIENNIAL
CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION

16-18 February, 2000 
Melbourne Convention Centre, Melbourne

BOOKS AND BYTES:
TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE HYBRID LIBRARY

The 10th Biennial Conference and Exhibition 
of the Victorian Association for Library 

Automation Inc, will be held at the Melbourne 
Convention Centre from Wednesday 16th February 

to Friday 18th February 2000.

The VALA conference is the Australian forum 
where the use of technology in libraries is 

discussed. The programme will feature overseas 
and Australian keynote speakers, plenary and 

concurrent sessions and an exhibition showcasing 
a comprehensive range of the latest products 

from leading suppliers.

CALL FOR PAPERS
DEADLINE -  28 April, 1999

You are invited to submit abstracts addressing technologies 
for the hybrid library, including electronic and digital 

management of information. The deadline for abstract 
submission is 28 April, 1999. Further detail on possible 

topics and the procedure for abstract submission is 
available on the VALA2000 home page at:

http://www.vicnet.net.au/~vala/conf2000.htm

FURTHER INFORMATION: For further information 
regarding abstract submission, Sponsorship and 

Exhibition opportunities or to order your copy of the Main 
Announcement and Registration brochure please contact:

VALA2000 CONFERENCE SECRETARIAT
Waldron Smith Convention Network 

93 Victoria Avenue Albert Park VIC 3206 AUSTRALIA 
Telephone: + 61 3 9690 6744 Facsimile: + 61 3 9690 7155 

Email: wscn@bigpond.com
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