Ghlden ejojrgareedirg of
The very hungry caterpillar at
tre Hemingon Liblay aspart
of the statewice stanyAinre

TayWederad
Gales Wight ceete
Bds besad
reedind sspart of e
Build, renovate or
detonate samirer

ABC meets ALW In Victoria

A ustralian Library Week had a much
higher media profile than usual in
Victoria in 2000 due largely to

sponsorship from ABC radio negotiated by a

publicist employed by the State Library of
Victoria to support the week. It was the first
time that a publicist had been employed for
this purpose in Victoria. The key task of the
publicist was to maximise media coverage of
the many initiatives and activities that were
planned by librarians across the State. These
included the Buld, Renovate or Detonate
seminar on the future of library buildings, a
statewide story-time in public libraries, and
the launch of Victoria's Virtual Library.

The ABC sponsorship provided forty-five
community service announcements by well-
known broadcasters and local celebrities
such as comedian Rod Quantock and best-
selling children's author Andy Griffiths. In
addition, five major interviews were secured
on metropolitan radio with many more on
regional stations. Melbourne newspaper The
Ageran several feature articles profiling the
activities of various librarians and The Her-
aldSunfeatured a full page article on Eric

Carle, crea-
tor of the
classic pic-
ture book
The very
hungry cater-
pillar, as a

promotion
for the state-
wide story-
time.

The story-
time was a
simple and
low-cost idea
that captured
the media's
imagination.
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The story-time was featured on ABC TV's

Seosat program and ABC radio promoted

the event in an interview with Carle from his

home in Canada. As a result, on Thursday 18
May at 2.15pm, over three
thousand  pre-school  children
gathered in 115 public libraries for
a reading of his story.

Library building seminar
Earlier in the week 140 local
government councillors, senior
officers, architects, library
managers and consultants
attended the Build Renovate or
Detonate seminar in Melbourne
on the future of public library
buildings. There has been a
perception in some areas of local
government that the internet will
render the public library obsolete
and  therefore no further
investment is required for
Victoria's 230 library buildings.
The seminar explored this idea and, for those
who do not accept the premise, looked at
funding, location and design issues.

Professor of Urban Design, Dimity Reed,
spoke on the importance of public buildings.
This led to an interesting exchange with lo-
cal government CEO, Bob Seiffert, who of-
fered other views on whether it is necessary
for councils to own buildings. E3e cited the
example of the Doncaster Shoppingtown li-
brary, located in space provided by
Westfield, which more than meets the needs
of the community.

Louise Adler and Tony Wheeler from
Lonely Planet spoke about the unique quali-
ties of books and libraries, pointing out that
while the internet has shaken companies
such as Readers Digest, Bill Gates says that
it is nonsense to suggest books will disap-
pear. Greg Burgess offered a poetic interpre-
tation of how an architect approaches de-
signing a building, illustrating his themes
with superb slides.

'‘One of the best one-day seminars | have
attended’, was a common response from
attendees. What might have seemed a simple
concept of bricks and mortar led to the
deeper and more complex issues of what a
library means to a community.

Virtual library launched

The sometimes heated discussion about the
future of libraries in the information age
proved timely, given that Australian Library
Week also saw the launch at Camperdown
Library of Victoria's Virtual Library web-site
(http://www.libraries.vic.gov.au/) by the Min-
ister for State and Regional Development,
John Brumby. This site has been developed
as part of the Libraries Online project funded
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by the State Government through Multime-
dia Victoria and managed by the State Li-
brary of Victoria.

The Virtual Library draws together vari-
ous online resources for Victorian public li-
braries. These include public library web-
sites and web catalogues; the Gulliver
online full-text journal databases; the Hot
Topics current issues site; the Open Road
multi-lingual site; a database of community
information; and, an Infonet of documents
and other information for the Victorian pub-
lic library community.

Along with these major events, Victorian
libraries, particularly public libraries, organ-
ised a host of Australian Library Week ac-
tivities  for their local communities.
Bairnsdale Library embraced the theme of
‘Libraries: Here for the long run' by staging
a 33 kilometre relay race between branches
using a book in place of a baton. Customers
at Ballarat Library were treated to a brush
with fame when local celebrities took
charge of the circulation desk. Many librar-
ies provided opportunities to meet authors
and used Australian Library Week to intro-
duce new services, such as Stonnington's
local history catalogue now available via the
World Wide Web.

Working with a small team of librarians

from various sec-

tors over several

months to iden-

tify potential sto-

ries and spokes-

people, the

publicist was

able to assist in

the promotion of

all these events.

The resulting ex-

tent of media

coverage, far

greater than each

library could

achieve individu-

ally, amply illus-

trates the value

of employing a
dedicated profes-

sional to make

the most of every
opportunity. We

hope to build on the relationship with the
ABC to give Australian Library Week an
even bhigger profile in 2001.

Tonya Lewis, State Library of Victoria; Kerri
Pleydell, Hume-Moonee Valley Regional Library
Corporation; Debra Rosenfeldt, State Library of
Victoria; and Alasdair Wardle, Casey-Cardinia
Library Corporation
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Australasia

A the Australian
“ W cekend Austratian
Herald Sun
Sundhy Telegraph
Sunday
Sunday Times
WEEKLAHTIMES
Daily Telegraph
SUNDAY
Magazine
feTerritorian
flkNEWS
V Tasmanian
V MERCURY
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Sunday Mail
What do News Limited, cows, jelly and ‘fridges have in common? More than you think. Electric Library 5TieAdrwUser
Australasia™- the most comprehensive and easy-to-use reference tool can provide you with thousands of )
magazines, trade journals, photo’s, maps, children’s publications, reference articles and historic &Jnday Mail

Infosentials
LIMITED sources. So if you need facts from Australia and around the world, on cows, jelly or something

more serious, go to www.elibrary.com.au or call 1800 039 098 News limited
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