
ABC meets ALW in Victoria
A ustralian Library W eek had a much 

h igher m edia p ro file  than usual in 
V ic to ria  in 2000  due largely to 

sponsorship from  ABC radio negotiated by a

The story-time was featured on ABC TV's 
Snapshot program and ABC radio promoted 
the event in an interview w ith Carle from his 
home in Canada. As a result, on Thursday 18 

May at 2.15pm, over three 
thousand pre-school children 
gathered in 115 public libraries for 
a reading of his story.

Library building seminar
Earlier in the w eek 140 local 
governm ent co u n c illo rs , senior 
officers, architects, lib ra ry  
managers and consultants 
attended the Build, Renovate or 
Detonate sem inar in M e lbourne  
on the fu tu re  o f p u b lic  lib ra ry  
bu ild ings . There has been a 
perception in some areas o f local 
governm ent that the internet w ill 
render the pub lic  lib rary obsolete 
and therefo re  no fu rthe r 
investm ent is requ ired for 
V ic to ria 's  230 lib ra ry  bu ild ings . 

The seminar explored this idea and, for those 
w ho  do not accept the prem ise, looked at 
fund ing, location and design issues.

Professor of Urban Design, D im ity  Reed, 
spoke on the im portance o f pub lic  buildings. 
This led to an interesting exchange w ith  lo ­
cal governm ent CEO, Bob Seiffert, w ho o f­
fered other views on w hether it is necessary 
fo r counc ils  to ow n build ings. E3e cited the 
exam ple o f the Doncaster Shoppingtown l i ­
brary, located in space p rov ided  by 
W estfie ld, w h ich more than meets the needs 
o f the com m unity .

Louise A d le r and Tony W hee le r from  
Lonely Planet spoke about the unique q u a li­
ties o f books and libraries, po in ting  out that 
w h ile  the in ternet has shaken com panies 
such as Readers Digest, Bill Gates says that 
it is nonsense to suggest books w il l  d isap­
pear. Greg Burgess offered a poetic in terpre­
ta tion  o f how  an a rch itec t approaches de­
sign ing a bu ild in g , illu s tra tin g  his themes 
w ith  superb slides.

'O ne  o f the best one-day seminars I have 
a ttended ', was a com m on response from  
attendees. W hat m ight have seemed a simple 
concep t o f bricks and m ortar led to the 
deeper and more com plex issues o f w hat a 
lib rary means to a com m unity .

Virtual library launched
The sometimes heated discussion about the 
fu tu re  o f lib raries in the in fo rm a tion  age 
proved tim ely, given that Australian Library 
W eek also saw the launch at Cam perdown 
Library o f V ic to ria 's  V irtua l L ibrary web-site 
(h ttp ://w ww .lib raries.v ic.gov.au/) by the M in ­
ister fo r State and Regional D eve lopm ent, 
John Brumby. This site has been developed 
as part o f the Libraries O n line  project funded

Children enjoying a reading of 
The very hungry caterpillar at 
the Flemington Library as part 
of the state-wide story-time

Tony Wheeler and 
Charles Wright debate 
‘Books, bytes and 
reading' as part of the 
Build, renovate or 
detonate seminar

p u b lic is t em ployed by the State L ibrary o f 
V ic to ria  to support the week. It was the first 
tim e that a pub lic is t had been em ployed for 
this purpose in V ic to ria . The key task o f the 
pub lic ist was to maximise media coverage of 
the many in itia tives and activ ities that were 
planned by librarians across the State. These 
inc lu ded  the Build, Renovate or Detonate 
seminar on the future o f lib rary bu ild ings, a 
statew ide story-tim e in pub lic  libraries, and 
the launch o f V ic to ria 's  V irtua l Library.

The ABC sponsorship provided forty-five  
com m unity  service announcements by w e ll- 
know n broadcasters and local ce lebrities  
such as com edian Rod Q uantock and best­
se lling  ch ild re n 's  author Andy G riffiths . In 
addition, five m ajor interviews were secured 
on m etropo litan  rad io  w ith  many m ore on 
regional stations. M elbourne newspaper The 
Age ran several feature articles p ro filin g  the 
activ ities o f various librarians and The Her­
ald-Sun featured a fu ll page a rtic le  on Eric

Carle, crea­
to r o f the 
classic p ic ­
ture book 
The very 
hungry cater­
pillar, as a 
p r o m o t i o n  
fo r the state­
w id e  sto ry­
time.

The story­
time was a 
simple and 
low-cost idea 
that captured 
the media's 
im ag ina tion .
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by the State G overnm ent through M u ltim e ­
dia V ic to ria  and managed by the State L i­
brary of V ic to ria .

The V irtua l Library draws together va ri­
ous on line  resources for V ic to rian  pub lic  li­
braries. These inc lude  p u b lic  lib ra ry  w eb­
sites and w eb catalogues; the G u llive r 
on lin e  fu ll- te x t jou rna l databases; the Hot 
Topics cu rren t issues site; the O pen Road 
m u lti- ling ua l site; a database o f com m unity  
in fo rm ation ; and, an Infonet o f documents 
and other in form ation for the V ic torian pub­
lic lib rary com m unity .

A long w ith  these m ajor events, V ictorian 
libraries, particu la rly  pub lic  libraries, organ­
ised a host o f Austra lian L ibrary W eek ac­
tiv itie s  fo r the ir local com m unities. 
Bairnsdale L ibrary em braced the them e of 
'Libraries: Here fo r the long run ' by staging 
a 33 kilom etre  relay race between branches 
using a book in place o f a baton. Customers 
at Ba llarat L ibrary w ere treated to a brush 
w ith  fam e w hen local ce leb rities  took 
charge o f the c ircu la tion  desk. M any lib ra r­
ies p rovided opportun ities to meet authors 
and used Australian Library W eek to in tro ­
duce new services, such as S tonn ington 's 
local history catalogue now available via the 
W orld  W ide  W eb.

W ork ing  w ith  a small team o f librarians

from  various sec­
tors over several 
m onths to iden ­
tify  potentia l sto­
ries and spokes- 
people, the 
p u b lic is t was 
able to assist in 
the prom otion  o f 
a ll these events.
The resulting ex­
tent o f m edia 
coverage, far 
greater than each 
lib ra ry  cou ld  
achieve ind iv idu ­
a lly, am ply illu s ­
trates the value 
o f e m p lo y in g  a 
dedicated profes­
s ional to  make 
the most o f every 
opp o rtu n ity . W e
hope to b u ild  on the re la tionsh ip  w ith  the 
ABC to give Austra lian  L ibrary W eek an 
even bigger p ro file  in 2 0 0 1 .

Radio National's Alan 
Saunders chairing a 
session at the Build, 

Renovate or detonate 
seminar

Tonya Lewis, State Library o f Victoria; Kerri 
Pleydell, H um e-M oonee Valley Regional Library 

Corporation; Debra Rosenfeldt, State Library o f 
Victoria; and Alasdair W ardle, Casey-Cardinia 

Library Corporation

■■■■■■

What do News Limited, cows, jelly and ‘fridges have in common? More than you think. Electric Library 
Australasia™- the most comprehensive and easy-to-use reference tool can provide you with thousands of 

magazines, trade journals, photo’s, maps, children’s publications, reference articles and historic 
sources. So if you need facts from Australia and around the world, on cows, jelly or something 

more serious, go to www.elibrary.com.au or call 1800 039 098
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