
The University of 
Queensland and the Olympics

A t the opening o f the University o f Queensland and the Olympics exhibition 
were University Chancellor, Sir Llewellyn Edwards; University o f Queensland 

vice-chancellor, Professor John Hay; and Olympian (and University o f  
Queensland graduate) Dr David Theile

The U n ivers ity  of Q u eens lan d  L i­
brary, in co n ju n c tio n  w ith  the 
C entre for O ly m p ic  Stud ies and 

the Schoo l of H um an  M o vem en t Stud ­
ies, paid hom age to the O lym p ic  ideal 
betw een  22 August and 31 O c to b e r  
2000 w ith an exhib ition and a series of 
lunchtim e speakers and videos.

'Sport has a lw ays been very m uch a 
part of life at the un iversity ,' said un i­
vers ity  lib rarian  Ja n in e  Schm id t, 'and  
w e  w anted  to recognise this. O u r exh i­
bition focused on several themes:

• U n iv e rs ity  o f Q u ee n s lan d  O ly m p i­
ans;

• U n ive rs ity  of Q u eens lan d  sports fa ­
cilities;

• the Torch Re lay;

• the Centre for O lym p ic  Studies; and

• the lib ra ry 's  O ly m p ic  c o lle c tio n  —  
in c lu d in g  the A ve ry  B rund age  
(form er IO C  President) co llec tio n  of 
O lym p ic  papers.'

The exh ib ition  w as lau n ch ed  by 
Professor John  H ay  at a function  on 
T uesday  22 August. O lym p ia n s , 
M a r len e  M a th ew s  and  D a v id  T h e ile  
(U n ive rs ity  o f Q u ee n s lan d  graduate), 
w e re  special guests.

The exh ib ition  w as com p lem ented  
by a series of free lunchtim e speakers 
and videos in the library.

D irector of the Centre for O lym p ic  
Studies, Dr Ian Jobiing, w as one of the 
key speakers and arranged the sched ­
u le accord ing  to the tim ing of the O l ­
ym pics.

The lunchtim e program included:

• W here it a ll began: the A ncient O l­
ym pic Gam es. Speaker: Professor 
Bob  M ilns, D epartm ent of C lass ics  
and A ncien t H istory

• The 1956 O lym pics and IO C  Presi­
dent A very Brundage: how  M e l­

bourne nearly lost the Gam es. 
Speaker: D r Ian Jo b iin g , S ch o o l of 
H um an  M o vem en t Studies/ D irector, 
Centre for O lym p ic  Studies

• Australians at the O lym pics: a defin i­
tive history. V ideo

• O lym pia: the film  o f the X I O lym p ic 
Gam es. V id eo

• The M elbourne Gam es. V id eo

• Chariots o f Fire. V ideo

• Sydney 2000: a scientific analysis o f 
O lym p ic  ath lete perform ances. 
F low  d id  they do it? Speaker: 
D r D av id  Jenkins, Schoo l of H um an 
M o vem en t Studies

• A  beginner's gu ide to the 
Paralym pics. Speaker: M r Sean 
T w eed y , Schoo l of H um an  M o v e ­
m ent Stud ies (also o ffic ia l grader 
for Para lym p ics )

• O lym p ics 2000: sports p sych o l­
ogy, coach ing  and e lite  perform ­
ance. Speaker: M r C liff  M a lle tt, 
School of H um an M o vem en t Stud­
ies

• A fter the O lym p ics: a so c io cu l­
tural analysis. Speaker: D r M u rray  
Ph illip s , Schoo l of H um an  M o v e ­
ment Studies.

T ranscrip ts of these talks are 
now  ava ilab le  on the U n ive rs ity  li­
b ra ry 's  O lym p ic  w eb s ite  at http:// 
w w w .I ibrary.uq .edu.au/o lym pics. ■
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