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/  have been able to 
determine tha t it u  
podoible fo r  the 
Akiociatum to 
incorporate under 
Part 5B. I  o f the 
C o r p o ra t io n s  L a w .

Incorporation — a new way to proceed
A s yo u  w o u ld  be  a w a re , the A s s o c ia ­

t io n  p assed  a re so lu t io n  at th e  A n ­
n u a l G e n e r a l  M e e t in g  h e ld  on  

17 A u g u s t 1999  tha t the  A u s tra l ia n  L ib ra ry  
and  In fo rm a tio n  A sso c ia t io n  as in co rp o ra te d  
u n d e r R o y a l C h a r te r  be w o u n d  up  v o lu n ta r ­
ily  in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  B y - la w s  on  
31 D e c e m b e r  1 99 9  as part o f the  p ro ce ss  o f 
o u r in co rp o ra tio n  u n d e r Corporations Law as 
an  A u s tra lia n  c o m p a n y . T h e  A sso c ia t io n  has 
no t p ro ce e d e d  w ith  th is co u rs e  o f a c t io n , as 
fo l lo w in g  m y  d is cu s s io n s  w ith  the  D e p a r t ­
m en t o f P r im e  M in is te r  and  C a b in e t  (P M & C )  
a n d  th e  A u s tra l ia n  S e c u r it ie s  an d  In v e s t ­
m en ts  C o m m is s io n  (A S IC )  la te  last y e a r ,  I 
h a v e  b een  a b le  to d e te rm in e  tha t it is p o ss i­
b le  fo r the  A s s o c ia t io n  to in c o rp o ra te  u n d e r 
Part 5B .1  o f the  Corporations Law.

E f fe c t iv e ly  th is  m e a n s  th a t th e  A s s o c ia ­
tion  reg iste rs b y  m o v in g  its status as a 'b o d y  
c o rp o ra te ' to  that o f a 'c o m p a n y '.  A ll assets, 
l ia b il i t ie s ,  c o n t r a c tu a l  a r ra n g e m e n ts  and  
structures o f the A sso c ia t io n  rem a in  a c t iv e  so 
the re  is no n eed  to go th ro u g h  v o lu n ta r y  l iq ­
u id a tio n . F o llo w in g  in c o rp o ra t io n  and  su r­
re n d e r  o f the  R o y a l C h a r te r  w e  w o u ld  fo r ­
m a l ly  a d v is e  th o se  e n t it ie s  w ith  w h o m  w e  
c o n d u c t  b u s in e s s  o r h a v e  c o n t ra c tu a l  a r ­
ran g em en ts  o f o u r ch a n g e  in status and  A u s ­
t ra lia n  B u s in e s s  N u m b e r . W e  w o u ld  a lso  
seek  ag ree m e n t from  the  A u s tra lia n  T ax a tio n  
O f f ic e  to the  re ten tion  o f o u r cu rren t tax  sta­
tus.

I u n d e rs tan d  tha t the  A s s o c ia t io n  w i l l  be 
o n ly  th e  s e c o n d  o rg a n is a t io n  in c o rp o ra te d  
u n d e r  R o y a l C h a r te r  to in c o rp o ra te  u n d e r 
th is  P a rt o f the  Corporations Law, w ith  the  
p re c e d e n t b e in g  e s ta b lish e d  last year.

A L IA  G e n e ra l C o u n c il  has agreed  to p ro ­
ceed  w ith  in co rp o ra tio n  u nd e r Part 5B.1 and 
has ca lled  an Extraord inary G e n e ra l M ee tin g  to 
be held  on 22 Feb ruary  2000 in S yd n e y  to seek 
the ag ree m e n t o f m e m b ers  to a n u m b e r of 
reso lu tions stipu lated  b y  the A S IC  and  P M & C . 
These are set out in the  N o t ic e  o f M e e tin g  in 
this issue o f inCite. T h e  so lic ito r-g ene ra l has 
adv ised  that it w o u ld  be  n ecessary  to in co rp o ­
rate and  su rrend e r the  R o y a l C h a r te r  on  the 
sam e date as it is not possib le to opera te  under 
both ju risd iction s at the sam e tim e. C o u n c il is 
therefo re  a im in g  to in co rp o ra te  and  surrender 
the R o ya l C h arte r on  1 M a rc h  2000 .

A  c o p y  o f the d ra ft C o n s titu t io n  is a v a i l ­
ab le  from  o u r w e b s ite  o r b y  c o n ta c t in g  A L IA  
N a t io n a l O ff ic e .

N o m in a t io n s  fo r  d ir e c to r
A  c a ll for n o m in a tio n s  for d ire c to r  w ith  a 

c lo s in g  d a te  o f 11 F e b ru a ry  2 0 0 0  w a s  run in 
the  D e c e m b e r  issue o f inCite. N o w  that the 
A s so c ia t io n  is a im in g  to in c o rp o ra te  on 
1 M a rc h  2000, the c a ll appears in this issue of 
inCite w ith  an am e n d e d  c lo s ing  date  for n o m i­
nations o f 10 M a rc h  2 0 0 0  —  to  extend  it b e ­
yo n d  the  in co rp o ra tio n  date . T h e  e le c t io n  of 
d irecto rs is sub ject to m em bers ag ree ing  to the 
sp ec ia l reso lu tions to be put at the Ex trao rd i­
nary  G e n e ra l M e e t in g  and  if so, w ill  h ave  the 
Board  o f D irecto rs installed  before the N ationa l 
P o lic y  C o n g ress  b e in g  p la n n e d  fo r la te  M a y  
this year.

L e g is la t io n  a n d  y o u
Th is  ye a r, w e  w i l l  be  in tro d u c in g  a n e w  se rv ­
ic e  fo r m e m b e rs  w h o  w ish  to  b e tte r u n d e r ­
s tand  th e  s ig n if ic a n t  fe a tu re s  o f  re le v a n t  
C o m m o n w e a lth  le g is la t io n  a n d  h o w  th e se  
m a y  im p a c t  o n  th e ir  p ra c t ic e .  T h e  m a in  
p ro d u c t  is an  in fo rm a t io n  k it/ tra in ing  p a c k ­
age  o n  e a c h  p ie c e  o f  le g is la t io n  tha t c an  be 
d o n e  e ith e r th rou g h  se lf-p aced  le a rn in g  o r in 
w o rk sh o p  m o d e . T h e re  w ill  a lso  be b rie fs on  
o u r w e b s ite  and  a r t ic le s  in inCite.

T h e  first th ree packages w ill be a va ila b le  in 
A p ril and  w ill  c o v e r  th e  Broadcasting Services 
(Amendment) Act 1999, the G S T ,  and  the 
Copyright Amendment (Digital Agenda) Bill. 
T h e  A sso c ia t io n  has a c t iv e ly  ad vo ca te d  its p o ­
sition to p a rliam e n t o n  e a ch  o f these b ills  and  
con tinues to d o  so w ith  the Digital Agenda Bill.

T h e  re g u la tio n  o f  in terne t c o n te n t c o n ­
ta in ed  in the  Broadcasting Services (Amend­
ment) Act is o f m ost s ig n if ic a n c e  to In ternet 
S e rv ic e  P ro v id e rs  (ISPs ). It does though  crea te  
som e im portant issues for those p rov id ing  inter­
net a ccess w ith in  lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  serv ­
ices and  the p ackag e  w o rk s  through  these.

A s there are m an y  features o f the G S T  to be 
reso lved  befo re  its in tro d u c tio n  on  1 Ju ly  it is 
not p oss ib le  to d e v e lo p  a d e ta iled  or c o n c lu ­
s ive  p ack ag e  at this stage. T h e  p ackag e  to be 
a v a ila b le  in A p ril w i l l  in c lu d e  b ackg ro u n d  to 
the leg is la tio n , d e fin it io n s , a su m m ary  o f the 
key com ponents , an o u tlin e  of the kn o w n  m ain  
im p lic a t io n s  for lib ra ry  and  in fo rm atio n  se rv ­
ices, and  further so u rces o f in fo rm ation .

S im i la r ly ,  the  Copyright Amendment 
(Digital Agenda) Bill is ye t to be  f in a lise d  and  
is l ik e ly  to be d e b a te d  in P a r lia m e n t  d u rin g  
Fe b ru a ry/M a rch . It h as im p lic a t io n s  for c o p y ­
righ t, fa ir  d e a l in g  a n d  in te r- lib ra ry  le n d in g  
tran sac tio n s . ■
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