
Webb's web
A matter of identity
There's a fine old  saying that on the internet nobody know s you 're  
a dog; in fac t you  co u ld  say that on the in te rnet you  m igh t be 
anyone you w ant. And m any people have good reasons for w anting 
to h ide th e ir true identities on the w e b : w h ich  is O K , as long as 
you keep track of these m u ltip le  personalities and rem em ber w h o  
you re a lly  are . I w as m using  on this w hen  I rece ived  an in v ita tion  
on L in k e d ln  (http://www.Iinkedin.com) from  a stranger. N o w , 
co n sc io u s  that spam m ers are e ve ryw h e re , I rep lied  p o lite ly  that I 
w as not in c lin e d  to acce p t the request w ith o u t kno w ing  w h ethe r 
I rea lly  w as acquain ted  w ith  the person. She replied prom ptly that 
the L in ke d ln  request cam e  from  her real nam e (that se rv ice  tends 
to be a little m ore serious than m any other social netw orking  sites) 
w h ereas I'd o n ly  know n  her on ano ther list through her n o m  de  
k e y b o a rd . Th is  w as the th ird  tim e that th is has happ ened , w h ich  
leads m e to suggest that if you 're  going to go by another m on iker, 
don't exp ect everyone to know  your real nam e -  o therw ise  w hat's 
the point?

A warning on copyright
A  n ew  se rv ic e  ca lle d  W o lfram  A lp h a  caught a lot o f attention  a 
co u p le  of m onths ago. W h ile  they never c la im e d  it w as a G o o g le  
K ille r , it w a s  w id e ly  touted as a B ig  N e w  T h in g . N o w  c o m e s a 
caution  that you'd better be carefu l how  you use it. M ich ae l T r ick , 
an exp e rt in the w o rld  o f O p e ra tio n s  R esearch  has po in ted  out 
in h is B log  at http://mat.tepper.cmu.edu/blog/?p=786 that the ir 
term s of se rv ice  req u ire  a lot o f attribution  if you use an y  o f the 
results o f a search  an yw h e re , any tim e.

Beyond web 2.0
For a lo o k  at the  fu tu re  (it's re a lly  the  p resen t, thoug h) take  a 
peek at T im  O 'R e il ly  and  John B atte lle 's  W h ite  Paper at http:// 
www.web2summit.com/web2009/public/schedu!e/detaii/l 0194,
and then rem em b er that it's five  years s in ce  the o rig ina l W e b  2 .0  
C o n fe ren ce . Th ey 've  done an im pressive  job  in gathering together 
a range o f deve lopm ents and synthesising  a few  observations that 
describe  current and future trends. (And if you th ink the title "W eb  
Sq uared" sounds fam ilia r , you m ay reca ll it from  an A B C  R ad io  
N ation a l Future Tense program  in August).

Wikipedia and Copyright
It a ll sta rted  in Ju ly  w h e n  B r ita in 's  N a tio n a l Po rtra it G a l le r y  
(http://www.npg.org.uk) w ro te  a stroppy letter to the W ik ip e d ia  
Fo u n d a tio n  (http://blog.wikimedia.org/) p ro testing  ab o u t an 
in c id en t w h ere  a sm art young  th ing  had h ija cke d  a lot o f high- 
q u a lity  im a g e s  from  th e  N P G  s ite  an d  'p u b l is h e d 1 th e m  on 
W ik ip e d ia . FHe d id  this d esp ite  severa l n o tices on the N P G  site 
g iving  firm  d irectio n s about w h at to do if you w an ted  to co p y  or 
use an y  o f the content on th e ir site . The  h ig h-q uality  im ages, of 
cou rse , w e re  p roducts p repared  at co n sid e rab le  expen se  by the 
N P G  w ith  the expecta tion  o f se lling  them  for re p u b lica tio n . T h is  
seem s not to have mattered to the person involved or to the people 
at W ik im e d ia , w h o  chose to h ide behind the defence that it w o u ld  
not be a co p yrig ht in fring em ent in the U S  to do th is. I m ake  no 
apo log ies for tak ing  the side  o f a cu ltu ra l institution in p ro tecting  
its p ro p e rty  ag a in st the d e p re d a tio n s  o f an a rrogan t m ob w h o  
assert that if it's on the w eb , it's free -  no matter that they had to do 
som e serious hacking  to extract the im ages from  the N P G 's  server.

It becam e a bit m ore in teresting  w h en  I pub lished  a note about 
th is on m y A L IA  B log  (http://www.alia.org.au/members-only/ 
webbsblog/) and  I got a c o u p le  o f re sp o n ses from  W ik ip e d ia  
supporters, w h o  w ere  unm oved by m y suggestion that it w as p la in  
bad m an ners to ap p rop ria te  content in this w ay . The  N P G  does 
in fact p ro v id e  im ages on th e ir site at m ed ium  reso lu tion , but if 
peo p le  are  going to act in such  an uncouth  w ay  as to grab w h at 
they ca n , I fear that institu tions are  going to se rio u s ly  lim it w h at 
they p ro v id e  o n lin e  -  at any reso lu tion .

If yo u 're  in terested in fo llo w in g  up the d iscu ss io n s  on the lega l 
issues, there  are a co u p le  o f good posts at T e ch n o L lam a  (http:// 
tinyurl.com/msg797) and Law C lan g e r (http://tinyurl.com/nxo9d).

Victorian Government Gazettes
Th e  State L ib ra ry  of V ic to ria  d ese rves a big pat on the b ack  fo r its 
in itia tive  at http://gazette.slv.vic.gov.au. Th ey  say that it p rovides 
acce ss  to over 1 60  years o f o ff ic ia l in fo rm ation  pu b lished  in and  
about V ic to ria , w ith  im ages o f e ve ry  re levan t page in the V ic to ria  
G o ve rnm en t G aze tte  p roduced  s in ce  1 8 3 6 , as w e ll as sea rchab le  
in d exes for each  p u b lica tio n . Y o u 'll find  the o cca s io n a l re fe ren ce  
to one Edw ard  K e lly  (but not as m an y as you w o u ld  expect) and  
m an y  m ore  to h is la tter-day e m u la to rs . Th e  ard en t re se a rch e rs  
w il l  love it.

Aspects of online media
N o w  it seem s that Fa irfax is p lann ing  to find som e w ay  of charg ing  
fo r its o n lin e  m ed ia  re so u rce s , jo in in g  the M u rd o ch  e m p ire  in 
sea rch ing  for the w a y  to m ake  up for the rivers o f gold that h ave  
chang ed  th e ir flow . If they do , it w il l  p rove one th ing : just h o w  
m uch people are prepared to pay for 'quality  jo u rn a lism '. The A B C  
(I hope) w il l  co n tin u e  to p ro v id e  n e w s and  o p in io n  for free , so 
w e 'll a ll have to d ec id e  w h ether w e  w an t just new s or co n sid e red  
reporting  on our screen s - and pay a cco rd in g ly . In the m ean tim e , 
there's a lot of good q ua lity  coverage  that you can  find  free -  now  
and most like ly  in the future. O n e  I cam e across w as The M onthly's 
S lo w T V  c h a n n e l, and  a p rim e  e x a m p le  o f w h a t they p ro v id e  is 
a panel d iscu ss io n  on jo u rn a lism  (http://tinyurl.com/lv2x4h).

K e r r y  W e b b  
k e rry .w e b b @ a lia n e t .a lia .o rg .a u

D o n 't forget to v is it  m y blog 

http://www.alia.org.au/webbsblog

Empowering users -  what we can do to facilitate 
creation, discovery, use, and transformation of our 
collections
T h is  y e a r 's  c u rre n t  a w a re n e s s  s e m in a r  o rg a n ise d  by the 
Schoo l o f In fo rm ation  S tud ies at C h a rle s  Sturt U n iv e rs ity  in 
c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  the N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f A u stra lia  w il l  be 
held  in H ob art for the first tim e . Supported  by A L IA , the one 
day sem ina r w il l  run on T h u rsd ay  N ovem ber 5th p rio r to the 
L ib ra r ie s  A u stra lia  Forum  being  held  on the fo llo w in g  day.

Th e  them e of the day is based upon the N ation a l and State 
L ib ra r ie s  A u s tra la s ia  (N S L A ) s tra te g ic  p lan  R e - im a g in in g  
Lib ra ry  S e rv ic e s  http://www.nsIa.org.au/projects/rls/ w h ich  
o u tlin e s  the stra teg ies th ey  c o n s id e r  e sse n tia l in o rd e r for 
lib ra rie s  to rem ain  at the heart o f th e ir c o m m u n itie s  w h ile  
m ak ing  the fun dam en ta l sh ifts n e ce ssa ry  to m eet the needs 
o f users w h o , m o re  than  eve r, a re  co n trib u to rs  as w e ll as 
con su m ers of the d ig ita l w o rld .

The  se m in a r w il l  be opened  by the D ire c to r-G e n e ra l o f the 
N atio n a l L ib ra ry  and featu re  key  m em bers from  acro ss the 
profession (representing nation a l, state, u n ivers ity  and p u b lic  
lib ra r ie s ) , p ro v id in g  a s t im u la t in g  and  th o u g h t-p ro vo k in g  
d ay  on th e  fu tu re  fo r o u r l ib ra r ie s . In a d d it io n , k e y n o te  
sp eaker Paul R e yn o ld s , A d ju n c t D ire c to r (D ig ita l L ib ra ry ) to 
the N ation a l L ib ra ry  o f N e w  Z e a la n d , and part o f the N e w  
Z e a la n d  g o ve rn m e n t's  D ig ita l A d v is o r y  C ro u p , w i l l  c lo s e  
the Sem inar.

The full program  and reg istration (($ 70  A L IA  m em bers. $ 1 0 0  
non-m em bers) is ava ilab le  at: http://www.csu.edu.au/faculty/ 
educat/sis/empoweringusers.html

B o b  P y m m
C o u r s e  co o rd in a to r . P o s t g r a d u a t e  L ib r a r y  

a n d  In f o r m a t io n  S t u d ie s ,  C h a r le s  S t u r t  U n iv e r s ity
rp y m m @ csu .e d u .a u

S m a r t  L i b r a r y FEtechnQlogies.CQm.au
f e t e c h n o l o g i e s  RFID that works
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