
BUILDING OUR PROFESSION

False dawn or 
a new ERA for 
Australian LIS 
research?
T h e  A L IA  R esea rch  C o m m itte e  began an 
earn est co m m itm e n t to p a rtic ip a te  in the 
A u s t ra lia n  re se a rch  la n d s c a p e  in 2 0 0 7  
w ith  the A ustra lian  governm ent's Research  
Q u a lit y  F ra m e w o rk  (R Q F ) in it ia t iv e . T h e  
re q u ire m e n t th a t th e  A u s t ra lia n  lib ra ry  
a n d  in fo rm a t io n  s tu d ie s / s c ie n c e  (L IS )  
re se a rch e r c o m m u n ity  ran k  the jo u rn a ls  
th e y  u se  c a m e  fro m  d is c u s s io n s  h e ld  
a t an  R Q F  p a n e l m e e tin g  in F e b ru a ry  
2 0 0 7  in C a n b e rra ; a m e e tin g  a tte n d e d  
b y  K e rry  S m ith , th e  th en  C h a ir  o f  th e  
A L IA  R e se a rch  C o m m itte e  on  b e h a lf  o f 
A L IA . W h ile  it w a s  re c o g n ise d  b y  th e  
th en  D e p a rtm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  S c ie n c e  
& T e c h n o lo g y  (D E S T )  o f f ic e r s  p re se n t  
at th is  m eetin g  th a t th e  W e b  o f S c ie n c e  
(fo rm e r ly  IS I) jo u rn a l im p a c t  a p p ro a c h  
o f  jo u rn a l a c c e p ta n c e  fo r  m e a su re s  o f 
research  q u a lity  and  im p act m ight not be 
ap p ro p ria te  fo r L IS , it w a s  ap p a re n t th at 
th is m odel w ou ld  be the defau lt if  no other 
rank ing  o f jo u rn a l titles b ecam e apparen t. 
A lthough an  in creas in g  num b er o f LIS and 
related d isc ip lin e  jo u rn a ls  w e re  ap pearing  
in th e  W e b  o f S c ie n c e  lis te d  ra n k in g s , 
the  n u m b e r re m a in e d  lim ite d  and  it w as  
th e re fo re  d e c id e d  th at the A u s tra lian  L IS  
re sea rche r co m m u n ity  e n d e avo u r to rank  
jo u rn a ls  o f im p o rtan ce . T h e  then C h a ir  o f 
the  A L IA  R esearch  C o m m ittee  u nd ertook 
to coord inate  the p ro ject and details o f the 
w o rk  undertaken  are  reported in Sm ith  & 
M id d le ton  (2 0 0 9 ).

Fast fo rw a rd  to  th e  R ud d  g o ve rn m e n t's  
e le c t io n  in 2 0 0 7  w h ic h  m ad e  a sp eed y  
d e c is io n  that the R Q F  e xe rc ise  be reborn 
u n d e r th e  t it le  E x c e l le n c e  in R e se a rch  
fo r  A u s tra lia  (E R A ) -  not to be co n fu se d  
w ith  the o ther ER A  (E le c tro n ic  R esou rces 
A u s t ra lia ) . In th e  se c o n d  h a lf  o f  2 0 0 9 , 
A L IA  w a s  c o n ta c te d  by  th e  A u s t ra lia n  
R e s e a rc h  C o u n c i l 's  (A R C )  E R A  o f f ic e  
to  c h e c k  p ro g re ss  on  a re v ise d  jo u rn a l 
lis t . C o n c u r re n t ly , th e  A L IA  R e se a rc h  
C o m m it t e e  w a s  c o n t a c t e d  b y  th e  
c o o rd in a to r  o f th e  A u s tra lia n  an d  N e w  
Z e a la n d  Standard  R esearch  C la ss if ica tio n  
(A N Z S R C ) Fie ld  o f Research  (FoR) cod e  08 
jo u rn a l listing  coo rd inato r: the Com puting  
R e s e a rc h  a n d  E d u c a t io n  A s s o c ia t io n  
(C o R E ) ,  c o d e  0 8 : In fo rm a t io n  a n d  
C o m puting  S c ie n ce s , w h ich  n o w  in c lu d e s 
L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm ation  S tud ies und er the 
cod e  0 8 0 7 . T h e  in c lu s io n  o f LIS w ith in  the 
co m p u tin g  FoR  re m a in s  a to p ic  o f m uch  
debate  am ong  A u stra lian  LIS  a ca d e m ics .

H o w e ve r, as w ith  the R Q F  e xe rc ise , C o R E  
aga in  d ec id ed  to a l lo w  the A u stra lian  LIS 
profession to w o rk  out the ir jo u rn a l listings 
in d epen den t o f p a ra lle l w o rk  by C o R E  on 
the sam e pro ject. C o R E  w o u ld  then absorb

the A ustra lian  LIS jo u rn a l list fo r 0 8 0 7  into 
its f in a l listing  fo r 0 8 . T h e  A L IA  R esearch  
C o m m itte e  a cce p te d  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to 
rev ise  the LIS  jo u rn a l list and  th is p rocess 
w a s  re c e n tly  f in a lis e d  w ith  the  f in a l L IS  
jo u rn a l lis t  su b m itte d  to  th e  A R C  fo r  
co n sid e ra tio n .

T h is  has b een  a c o n te n tio u s  is su e  w ith  
A u s t ra lia n  L IS  a c a d e m ic s  as th e  f in a l 
jo u rn a l listing  re leased  by the A R C  fo r ou r 
d is c ip lin e  d iffe red  s ig n if ic a n t ly  fro m  the 
lis t w e  su b m itte d . It a p p e a rs  n u m e ro u s 
a c a d e m ic s  fro m  o th e r  d is c ip l in e s  a re  
e q u a lly  frustrated  w ith  the fin a l d e c is io n s  
o f  th is  le n g th y  p ro c e s s  as th e  c r it e r ia  
provided for the exe rc ise , w h ich  w e  fe lt w e 
m et, do not ap p ear to have been ad hered  

to by the A R C .

W here to  n o w ?

T h e  A u stra lian  LIS re sea rche r co m m u n ity  
has no  c h o ic e  bu t to  o p e ra te  u n d e r the  
f in a l lis t in g , w h ic h , fo r  e x a m p le , has 
n e ither Th e  A u stra lian  L ib ra ry  Jo urna l nor 
A ustra lian  A c a d e m ic  & R esearch  L ib ra r ie s  
lis te d  in th e  to p  t ie rs  o f  th e  ra n k in g  
p rocess. Both  a re  listed  as B jo u rn a ls  (the 
fo u r  tie rs  in th e  p ro ce ss  b e in g  A * , A , B , 
w ith  the  la st t ie r  b e in g  C ) . In te restin g ly , 
A u s tra lia n  jo u rn a ls  a c ro ss  a ll d is c ip lin e s  
a p p e a r  to  h a v e  ra n k e d  lo w e r  th a n  
exp e cte d . D r  Peter M acau le y , the cu rren t 
C h a ir  o f th e  A L IA  R e se a rch  C o m m itte e , 
d id  an e va lu a tio n  o f the f in a l E R A  listing  
an d  fo u n d  th a t o n ly  tw o  jo u rn a ls  w ith  
A u s tra lia /A u s tra la s ia n , A u s tra lia n  e tc  in 
the  jo u rn a l tit le s w e re  ranked  as T ie r  A * . 
W h ile  som e A u stra lian  p rodu ced  jo u rn a ls  
(w ith o u t  A u s t ra lia  e tc  in th e  t it le ) w e re  
ran ked  as T ie r  A * , th e  o ve ra ll re su lt w as  
quite  d isap po in ting . T h e  m essage in th is is 
to ra ise  the p u b lica tio n  rate o f A u stra lian  
L IS  re se a rc h e rs— a c a d e m ic s , m an ag e rs , 
adm in istrato rs, and practitioners— and th is 
w il l  ta ke  t im e . A u s tra lia 's  LIS  a c a d e m ic s  
e n c o u r a g e  p u b l ic a t io n  in  o u r  tw o  
A u s tra lia n  p re m ie r  jo u rn a ls  in th e  hope 
th a t th e  f in a l o u tco m e  w il l  be  th a t th e ir  
status is raised in the ER A  stakes. T h is  w ill 
not be  an e a sy  jo u rn e y  as , fo r  e x a m p le , 
re sea rch  c o lle a g u e s  in th e  g e o sc ie n c e s , 
a d is c ip l in e  a re a  w ith  a v e ry  s tro n g  
t ra c k  re co rd  on  th e  A u s tra lia n  re se a rch  
lan d scap e , are  b em o an ing  the rank ing  of 
th e ir p re m ie r A u stra lian  title  to T ie r  B.

W hy b o ther?

T h e  cu rre n t c lim a te  fo r ran k in g  research  
takes on a  n e w  d im en sio n  w h en  so m any 
o f A u s tra lia 's  u n ive rs ity  se n io r m anagers 
re ly  h e a v i ly  on  th e  p o s it io n  o f  th e ir  
in stitu tio n  in le a g u e  ta b le s  su ch  as th e  
Sh ang ha i J ia o  Tong U n iv e rs ity  A c a d e m ic  
R ank ing  o f W o rld  U n iv e rs it ie s . A ustra lian  
L IS  is  a b it  p la y e r  in th is g am e and  runs 
th e  r is k  o f  n o t b e in g  a p la y e r  a t a l l ,  
u n less it can  im p rove  its research  activ ity , 
p u b l ic a t io n , an d  g ra n t s u c c e s s e s . O u r  
u n ive rs itie s  tod ay re q u ire  th e ir  a ca d e m ic

sta ff to  te a c h , d e m o n stra te  le a d e rs h ip , 
an d  u n d e rtake  re se a rch . I d o n 't need  to 
spell ou t the co n se q u e n ce s  fo r u n ive rs ity  
ed u ca tio n  fo r lib ra ria n s  in A u stra lia  if  the 
g am e is not p laye d  su c c e ss fu lly . B u t the  
issue is m uch  b igger than the preservation  
o f  L IS  e d u c a t io n  in A u s t r a l ia  a t  th e  
u n ive rs ity  le ve l.

The en tire  p ro fess io n  has a ro le.

T h e  A L IA  R e se a rc h  C o m m it te e  w o rk s  
hard  to p rom ote the benefits o f a  research  
c u ltu re  a m o n g  p ra c t it io n e r s , b u t  th e  
jo u rn e y  is ch a lleng in g  in a  lib ra ry  w o rk in g  
en v iro n m e n t o f busy  days and a  cu ltu re  of 
pragm atism . You don't need a PhD  to w o rk  
in a  lib ra ry , but you  do need to u ndertake 
re se a rc h  in to  th e  m a n y  in it ia t iv e s  yo u  
e m b a rk  u p o n , to  te st th e ir  w o r th . W e  
d o  n e e d  to  a d v a n c e  th e  t h e o re t ic a l 
th in k in g  fo r  L IS  w o r ld w id e , to  e n su re  
that o u r p ro fession  and  the cu ltu re  that it 
represents co n tin u es to ho ld  its head high 
in the  ch a lle n g in g  w o rk  e n v iro n m e n ts  o f 
today . C o lla b o ra t io n  am o n g  re se a rch e rs  
and  p ractitio n e rs  is o n e  w a y  to speed  up 
th is  p ro ce ss , so I e n co u rag e  you  to seek  
op po rtu n itie s fo r such  en d eavo urs .
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