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The Library and Information Week 
them e for 2013 is share your story and 
w e w ant to hear yours. Let us know 
w hy you love library and  information 
services, w hat m akes a  great librarian 
or information professional, how you 
ended up in the LIS industry, or any other 
LIS-related story you would like to share. 
You can  let us know by emailing media@ 
alia .o rg .au , connecting with us on social 
m edia , sending us Youtube videos or 
Instagram photos, postcards through 
snail m ail... an yw ay you can  think of to 
co nnect with us, w e  will w e lcom e.

We also w ant you to use Library 
and Information Week as a  platform to 
get your users to tell their stories about 
libraries and  the peop le who work in 
them. Here are some ideas for how you 
can  get your users to share their story:

• Print out postcards from w w w . 
alia.org .au/liw  and have  your 
users send them to you or fill 
them out with their story

• Have a  youtube video or 
Instagram photo competition 
encourag ing your users to 
share their library story

• C rea te  shadow peop le (like 
the ones on the LIW poster) 
and  put them up on the wall. 
Encourage your users to write 
their story on the shadow 
people

• Encourage your users to reach  
out via social m edia and share 
their story

• Print out and  lam inate speech  
bubbles or get some small 
cha lk  boards. Have library 
staff and library users fill in their 
favourite things about your 
library or information service 
and  take pictures to post in 
your libraries. You can  even get 
some fun props involved

• If you live in a  sunny p lace , 
h ave  users write their stories in 
chalk  outside the entrance of 
the library

The possibilities are endless. Make 
sure that you share your great ideas with 
us. We also would love to see the results. 
M ake sure you share your favourite 
library users’ stories with us and  take any 
pictures (or video) and  send it in to us.

How can  you see others' stories?
Keep an eye out on Twitter for 

the hashtag #liw13, or ch e ck  out the 
compilation from across social m edia 
platforms on our storify p ag e  www.storify. 
com/ALIANational/share-your-story.

What will we do with all of these stories?
We w ant a  diverse multi-media 

d a tab ase  that tells the stories w e  find 
difficult to quantify in numbers. We 
will then use our ‘story' for a d v o c a c y  
cam paigns to help secure the future of 
the LIS industry. We plan to use these 
important and vibrant stories to create  
information p ackag es that will go out to 
all federal MPs (post-election) and state 
MPs to let them know the im portance of 
libraries and information services.

M o n d a y  2 0  M a y :

L I W  l a u n c h

To launch Library and  Information 
Week, ALIA will be announcing the 
winner of the Australia's Favourite 
Librarian com petition, launching the 13 
Project cam pa ig n , working on finding 
an Australia definition of the word library, 
and  asking library users and workers to 
share their story.

Ideas for M onday at your library:
• Put up displays and event your 

users to share their stories about 
libraries and library workers

• Attend the ALIA QLD trivia night 
in Brisbane

T u e s d a y  2 1  M a y :  

N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  

T e c h n i c i a n s ’ D a y

National Library Technicians Day is 
ce leb rated  on the Tuesday of Library 
and Information Week every year. The 
d ay  provides an opportunity for Library 
Technicians to promote ALIA, the 
profession, and their role in libraries and 
to ce leb rate  their m any ach ievem ents.

Ideas for Tuesday at your library:
• C e leb rate  the library 

technicians who work in your 
library

• C h eck  out information 
and book in for the 2013 
ALIA Library Technicians 
Symposium

• Have library technicians share 
their story about the industry

• Attend one of the m any 
Library Technicians' Day events 
around the country

W e d n e s d a y  2 2  M a y :  

N a t i o n a l  S i m u l t a n e o u s  

S t o r y t i m e

Now in its 13th successful year, NSS is 
a  colourful, vibrant, and fun event that 
aims to promote the value of literacy 
using an Australian children's book that 
explores ag e  appropriate themes and 
addresses key learning areas of the 
National Curriculum for G rades 1 to 6.
In 2012, 380 000 children at over 2000 
locations across Australia took part in 
National Simultaneous Storytime. This 
year at 11am, children across Australia 
will be reading Nick Bland's The Wrong 
Book. Scholastic Australia is sponsoring 
this wonderful event. Let us know about 
your event by tweeting #nss13.
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Ideas for W ednesday at your library:
• M ake National Simultaneous Storytime a  really big 

event by inviting a  local politician or celebrity to 
read at your event. M ake sure you invite the m edia 
along.

• Have a  spare top hat and tails laying around? Dress 
up like Nicholas Ickle to read the book

• Have crafts, songs, and other books ready to go with 
the story.

T h u r s d a y  2 3  M a y :  B i g g e s t  M o r n i n g  T e a

Mid-May is a  popular time for big events in Australia.
The Thursday of Library and Information W eek is alw ays the 
Australian C a n ce r Council's Biggest Morning Tea.

Ideas for Thursday at your library:
• Put on a  morning tea at your w orkp lace and use the 

event as an opportunity to co llect stories.
• If you really w ant to have  some fun, have  a  morning 

team  theme! At ALIA House last year, w e  had  a  book- 
them ed morning tea.

F r i d a y  2 4  M a y :  W r a p  u p

Friday is the finale of Library and  Information Week. Use this 
d ay  to ce leb rate  your ach ievem ents over the past w eek  as 
well as the past year.

Ideas for Friday at your library:
• Work with your library staff to c rea te  your library's 

definition of the word ‘library.' Let us know your 
definition by emailing ad vo cacy@ alia .o rg .au  or 
tweeting it through #liw13

1 3  P r o j e c t

Library and Information Week happens to co incide this 
year with National C yb er Security Awareness Week, which 
has provided ALIA a  perfect opportunity to launch the 13 
Project cam pa ig n . The 13 Project is an exciting new initiative to 
promote the role of te ach er librarians and school libraries and 
to engage  students in learning cyber and  digital literacy skills.

For more information on National C yb er Security Awareness 
as well as resources and  information for your library or personal 
use, p lease visit w ww .staysm artonline.gov.au

L o o k  o u t  f o r  o u r  N S S  a n d  L I W  w r a p - u p s  

o n  t h e  A L I A  w e b s i t e .

L e t ’ s  r e d e f i n e  ‘ l i b r a r y ’ 

f o r  L i b r a r y  a n d  

I n f o r m a t i o n  W e e k
Speaking at the ALIA Information Online conference 

in Brisbane, in February, IFLA President Ingrid Parent talked 
about the need  for a  new definition for libraries. She 
rem inded us that the Oxford Dictionary definition of library is 
‘a  building containing collections of books, periodicals, and 
sometimes films and recorded music for use or borrowing 
by the public or the members of an institution’.

For Library and Information Week this year, w e ’re 
asking you to help us crea te  a  new definition for the word 
‘library’. Plere are some fabulous quotes from writers and 
com m entators in Am erica and Europe, but where are our 
Australian quotes?

Help us co m e up with some words w e can  use to help 
chang e  how people think about libraries in Australia -  
public libraries, school libraries, university and TAFE libraries, 
and  all those specia l libraries and information services -  
and  w e ’ll publish the best in INCITE.

Email ad vo cacy@ alia .o rg .au  and join the discussion on 
Facebook and  Twitter (#redefinelibrary).
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