
NURSES REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) ACT. 

Act No. 54, 1964. 

An Act to make further provisions relating to the 
constitution of the Nurses Registration Board, 
the registration of nurses, the enrolment of 
nursing aides and the disposal of retention fees; 
for these and other purposes to amend the 
Nurses Registration Act, 1953-1961; to validate 
certain matters; and for purposes connected 
therewith. [Assented to, 9th December, 1964.] 



BE it enacted by the Queen ' s M o s t Excellent Majesty, by 
a n d with the advice and consent of the Legislative 

Counci l a n d Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in 
Par l i ament assembled, and by the author i ty of the same, as 
f o l l o w s : — 

1. ( 1 ) This A c t m a y be cited as the "Nurses Regis t ra t ion 
( A m e n d m e n t ) Ac t , 1 9 6 4 " , 

( 2 ) T h e Nurses Regis t ra t ion Act , 1 9 5 3 , as a m e n d e d 
b y subsequent Ac t s , is in this A c t referred to as the Pr inc ipa l 
Ac t . 

( 3 ) T h e Pr inc ipa l Ac t , as a m e n d e d by this Ac t , m a y 
b e cited as the Nurses Regis t ra t ion Act , 1 9 5 3 - 1 9 6 4 . 

2. ( 1 ) T h e Pr incipal A c t is a m e n d e d — 

( a ) by omi t t ing f rom the definition of " M e n t a l hosp i t a l " 
in section th ree the words "a hospi ta l for the i n s a n e " 
a n d b y insert ing in lieu thereof the words " a men ta l 
hospi ta l or a n au thor i sed hospi ta l within the mean ing 
of the M e n t a l Hea l th Ac t , 1 9 5 8 , as a m e n d e d b y 
subsequent A c t s " ; 

( b ) ( i ) by omit t ing f rom p a r a g r a p h (b ) of subsect ion 
one of section five the w o r d s " Inspector -
Genera l of M e n t a l Hosp i t a l s " a n d by insert ing 
in lieu thereof the words "Di rec to r of S ta te 
Psychia t r ic Se rv ices" ; 

(ii) by insert ing a t the end of the same subsect ion 
the following new p a r a g r a p h : — 

T h e m e m b e r referred to in p a r a g r a p h ( b ) 
of this subsection m a y f rom t ime t o t ime 
nomina t e a person to ac t in his p lace as a 
m e m b e r . 

( c ) 



(c) ( i ) b y insert ing nex t after subsect ion th ree of 
sect ion fifteen the following n e w sub­
sect ion : — 

(3A ) W h e r e any pe r son is enti t led to h a v e 
the par t icu lars a n d ma t t e r s referred to in 
subsect ion th ree of this section entered in 
m o r e t han one subdivision of the Regis ter , all 
such par t iculars a n d mat te r s m a y b e entered 
in one subdivision only, a n d in any such case 
entries referential to the subdivision in which 
all such par t icu lars a n d ma t t e r s a re en tered 
m a y b e m a d e in a n y o the r appropr i a t e 
subdivision, 

(ii) b y omi t t ing subsect ion five of the same 
sec t ion ; 

( d ) ( i ) b y omit t ing f rom p a r a g r a p h (b ) of subsection 
one of section seventeen the w o r d "regis tered" 
where secondly o c c u r r i n g ; 

(ii) b y omi t t ing f rom the same p a r a g r a p h the 
words "P rov ided tha t the provisions of this 
p a r a g r a p h shall no t requ i re the Boa rd to notify 
any registered nurse in acco rdance wi th such 
provis ions dur ing the year one t housand n ine 
h u n d r e d and fifty-four."; 

(iii) b y omi t t ing p a r a g r a p h (c) of the same sub­
section a n d b y inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
following p a r a g r a p h : — 

(c) If a n y registered nu r se fails in any 
year , after being so notified, t o p a y any such 
re tent ion fee o n or before the thirty-first d a y 
of D e c e m b e r in tha t year the B o a r d shall 
r emove he r n a m e f rom the Regis ter . 

( e ) b y omi t t ing subsect ions t w o a n d th ree of section 
e igh teen ; 

(f) 



(f) (i) by omit t ing p a r a g r a p h ( a ) of subsection one of 
section nineteen a n d by insert ing in lieu thereof 
the following p a r a g r a p h : — 

( a ) has been convicted in N e w South Wales 
o r e lsewhere of any felony or mis­
d e m e a n o u r or of any offence punish­
able summari ly by impr i sonment for 
six m o n t h s o r u p w a r d s ; o r ; 

(ii) b y omit t ing f rom subsection two of the same 
section the w o r d "offence" a n d by insert ing in 
lieu thereof the words "felony, m i s d e m e a n o u r 
o r offence"; 

(g ) by omit t ing f rom section twenty-three the word 
"fifty" and by insert ing in lieu thereof the words 
" o n e h u n d r e d " ; 

( h ) b y omit t ing f rom subsect ion one of section thi r ty 
t h e w o r d " t w e n t y " a n d by insert ing in lieu thereof 
the w o r d "fif ty"; 

(i) (i) b y omi t t ing f rom subsect ion two of section 
thir ty-two the words " , where in any year the 
prescr ibed re ten t ion fee payab le by registered 
nurses o r enrol led nurs ing aides exceeds the 
s u m of five shillings, only the a m o u n t of five 
shillings in respect of each re tent ion f ee" and 
b y insert ing in lieu thereof the words "on ly 
one-half of e ach re tent ion fee pa id by regis­
tered nurses a n d enrol led nurs ing a i d e s " ; 

(ii) b y omi t t ing from the same subsect ion the words 
"of the re tent ion fees" and by insert ing in lieu 
thereof the w o r d "thereof". 

( J ) 



( j ) by omi t t ing f rom p a r a g r a p h ( k ) of subsection one 
of section thirty-five the w o r d " twen ty" a n d by 
inser t ing in lieu thereof the w o r d "fifty". 

( 2 ) P a r a g r a p h (c) of subsect ion one of this section 
shal l b e d e e m e d to h a v e c o m m e n c e d on the first d a y of 
F e b r u a r y , o n e thousand n ine h u n d r e d a n d sixty-two. 

3 . ( 1 ) T h e Pr inc ipa l A c t is fur ther a m e n d e d — 

(a ) ( i ) by omi t t ing f rom subsect ion one of sect ion 
five the w o r d "seventeen" a n d by insert ing in 
lieu thereof the w o r d " e i g h t e e n " ; 

(ii) b y inser t ing nex t after p a r a g r a p h (c) of 
the s a m e subsect ion the following new 
p a r a g r a p h : — 

(ci) one shall b e a teaching professor in 
the School of Medic ine in the Univer­
sity of N e w South Wales , nomina t ed 
by the Counc i l of the said Univers i ty ; 

( b ) ( i ) b y inser t ing in p a r a g r a p h ( a ) of subsect ion 
two of section n ine after the w o r d "Sydney ," 
the w o r d s " o r the Counci l of the Univers i ty of 
N e w Sou th W a l e s , " ; 

(ii) b y inser t ing in the same p a r a g r a p h after the 
w o r d " S e n a t e , " where secondly occur r ing the 
words " o r of the said C o u n c i l , " ; 

( c ) b y omi t t ing f rom subsect ion one of section ten the 
w o r d " n i n e " a n d b y insert ing in lieu thereof the 
w o r d " t e n " ; 

( d ) b y omi t t ing subsect ion one of sect ion th i r teen a n d 
b y inser t ing in lieu thereof the following sub­
sect ion : — 

( 1 ) T h e r e shall be a Regis t ra r of the B o a r d w h o 
shall b e appo in t ed u n d e r a n d shall b e subject t o the 
provis ions of t h e Pub l i c Service A c t , 1 9 0 2 , as 
a m e n d e d by subsequent Ac t s . 

( 2 ) 



( 2 ) Notwi ths tand ing the provisions of p a r a g r a p h (b ) 
of subsection two of section five of the Pr inc ipa l Ac t , t he 
m e m b e r of the Nurses Regis t ra t ion B o a r d first appo in t ed 
p u r s u a n t t o p a r a g r a p h (ci) of subsection one of section five 
of t ha t Ac t , as a m e n d e d by this Ac t , shall ho ld office unt i l the 
expi ry of the t e rm of office of the m e m b e r s of the Boa rd 
(o the r t han the m e m b e r s referred to in pa r ag raphs ( a ) a n d 
( b ) of t ha t subsect ion) ho ld ing office immedia te ly before 
t h e d a y appo in t ed pu r suan t t o subsection th ree of this section, 
b u t h e shall b e eligible for re -appoin tment . 

( 3 ) Th i s section shall c o m m e n c e u p o n a d a y to b e 
appo in t ed b y the Gove rno r a n d notified by p roc lamat ion 
publ ished in the Gaze t te . 

4 . ( 1 ) T h e Pr inc ipa l A c t is further a m e n d e d — 

( a ) b y inser t ing in p a r a g r a p h (f) of subsection one of 
section five after the w o r d "nu r ses" the words " a n d 
mothercraf t n u r s e s " ; 

( b ) b y insert ing next after p a r a g r a p h (d ) of subsection 
two of section fifteen the following new 
p a r a g r a p h : — 

(e ) the Regis ter of Motherc ra f t Nurses . 

( c ) ( i) b y omit t ing f rom p a r a g r a p h (b ) of sub­
p a r a g r a p h ( i ) of p a r a g r a p h ( a ) of subsection 
one of section sixteen the w o r d s "o r infants ' 
n u r s e " a n d b y insert ing in lieu thereof the 
words " , infants ' nu r se o r mothercraf t n u r s e " ; 

(ii) b y omi t t ing f rom p a r a g r a p h (b ) of sub­
p a r a g r a p h (i) of p a r a g r a p h (c ) of the same 
subsect ion the words " o r psychiatr ic n u r s e " 
a n d by insert ing in lieu thereof t h e words 
" , psychia t r ic nurse o r mothercraf t n u r s e " ; 

(iii) by omi t t ing f rom subpa rag raph (iii) of para­
g raph ( c ) of the same subsect ion the word 
" o r " ; 

( iv) 



( iv) b y omi t t ing f rom p a r a g r a p h (b ) of sub­
p a r a g r a p h ( i ) of p a r a g r a p h ( d ) of the same 
subsect ion the words " o r midwifery n u r s e " 
a n d b y insert ing in lieu thereof the words 
" , midwifery nurse o r mothercraf t n u r s e " ; 

(v) by insert ing a t the e n d of p a r a g r a p h (d ) of the 
s a m e subsect ion the following w o r d a n d new 
p a r a g r a p h : — 

; or 

(e) as a mothercraf t nurse if— 

(i) ( a ) she ho lds a certificate as 
prescr ibed stat ing tha t she 
has a t t ended the pract ice 
of one o r m o r e hospi tals 
o r h o m e s for chi ldren o r 
such similar inst i tut ions 
app roved b y the B o a r d 
for the per iod p resc r ibed ; 
o r 

(b ) being a pe r son w h o is 
registered u n d e r this A c t 
as a general nurse , 
psychia t r ic nurse , mid­
wifery nu r se o r infants ' 
nu r se she ho lds a certifi­
ca te a s prescr ibed s tat ing 
tha t she, subsequent to 
being registered as such, 
has a t t ended the pract ice 
of one o r m o r e of such 
hospi ta ls , h o m e s or similar 
inst i tut ions for no t less 
t han t h e pe r iod pre­
sc r ibed ; a n d 

(ii) she h a s a t ta ined the age of 
eighteen y e a r s ; a n d 

(iii) she h a s passed such examina­
t ions as the B o a r d prescr ibes . 

(vi) 



(vi) by omit t ing f rom subsect ion two of the same 
section the word " a n d " where firstly occu r r ing ; 

(vii) by insert ing in the same subsection after the 
words " infants ' n u r s e , " the words " a n d the 
age of eighteen years in the case of a mother ­
craft n u r s e , " ; 

(viii) by omi t t ing f rom subsection three of the same 
section the w o r d " a n d " where firstly occu r r ing ; 

( ix) by inserting in the same subsect ion after the 
words " infants ' nu r se , " the words " a n d the age 
of eighteen years in the case of a mothercraf t 
n u r s e , " ; 

( x ) by insert ing a t the end of p a r a g r a p h ( a ) of 
subsect ion four of the same section the follow­
ing new p a r a g r a p h : — 

W h e r e before the d a y appo in ted p u r s u a n t 
to p a r a g r a p h ( a ) of subsect ion two of section 
four of the Nurses Regis t ra t ion ( A m e n d m e n t ) 
Ac t , 1964 , a n y person has a t t ended the prac­
t ice of a n y hospi ta l o r h o m e for chi ldren 
o r similar inst i tut ion app roved b y the Board , 
the per iod of such a t t endance shall be t a k e n 
in to accoun t in de te rmining whe the r such 
person has a t tended the pract ice of a n y hospi ta l 
o r h o m e for chi ldren o r similar inst i tut ion for 
the re levant per iod prescr ibed by or unde r 
p a r a g r a p h (e) of subsection one of this 
section. 

(xi) by omit t ing f rom p a r a g r a p h (b ) of the same 
subsect ion the word , let ter and symbols " ( c ) 
a n d " and by insert ing in lieu thereof the letter 
a n d symbols " ( c ) , " ; 

(xii) by insert ing in the same p a r a g r a p h after the 
letter a n d symbols " ( d ) " where firstly occur­
r ing the words , letters and symbols " a n d para ­
g raph (b ) of subpa rag raph (i) of p a r a g r a p h 
( e ) " ; 

(x i i i ) 



(xiii) b y insert ing in the same p a r a g r a p h after the 
words " o r hosp i ta l s" the w o r d s "o r h o m e s " ; 

(xiv) by omi t t ing f rom subpa rag raph (i) of the same 
p a r a g r a p h the words " o r infants ' n u r s e " a n d by 
inser t ing in l ieu thereof t h e words " , infants ' 
nu r se o r motherc ra f t n u r s e " ; 

(xv ) by omit t ing f rom s u b p a r a g r a p h (i i) of the 
s a m e p a r a g r a p h the words "o r psychia t r ic 
n u r s e " a n d by inser t ing in lieu thereof the 
words " , psychia t r ic nurse or mothercraf t 
n u r s e " ; 

(xvi) b y omit t ing f rom s u b p a r a g r a p h (iii) of the 
s a m e p a r a g r a p h the words " o r midwifery 
n u r s e " a n d b y insert ing in lieu thereof the 
words " , midwifery nu r se o r mothercraf t 
n u r s e " ; 

(xvii) by insert ing nex t after the same subpa rag raph 
the following new subpa rag raph : — 

( iv) t h e said p a r a g r a p h (b ) of sub­
p a r a g r a p h ( i ) of p a r a g r a p h (e) is a 
general nurse , psychia t r ic nurse , mid­
wifery nurse o r infants ' nu r se . 

(d ) b y insert ing nex t after p a r a g r a p h (e) of section 
twenty-three the following new p a r a g r a p h : — 

(ei) a mothercraf t nu r se unless she is registered 
unde r this A c t as a mothercraf t n u r s e ; o r ; 

(e) b y omi t t ing f rom subsect ion one of section twenty-
four the words " o r infants ' " a n d by inser t ing in 
lieu thereof the words " , infants ' o r m o t h e r c r a f t " ; 

( f ) 



(f) by omit t ing f rom section thir ty-one t h e words "or 
i n f a n t s ' " wherever occurr ing a n d by insert ing in 
lieu thereof the words " , infants ' o r m o t h e r c r a f t " ; 

(g ) by omit t ing from subsection two of section thirty-
four the words " o r the age of nineteen years in the 
case of a n infants ' n u r s e " and by insert ing in lieu 
thereof the words " , t he age of n ine teen years in 
the case of a n infants ' nu r se or the age of eighteen 
years in the case of a mothercraf t n u r s e " ; 

( h ) ( i ) by inserting in p a r a g r a p h (e ) of subsect ion 
o n e of section thirty-five after the w o r d 
"hosp i t a l s " the words " , homes or similar 
ins t i tu t ions" ; 

(ii) by insert ing in the same p a r a g r a p h after the 
w o r d "hosp i t a l " the words " , h o m e or similar 
ins t i tu t ion" . 

(2) ( a ) Th i s section, pa r ag raphs (d ) a n d (e) of 
subsect ion one excepted, shall commence u p o n a d a y to b e 
appo in ted by the G o v e r n o r and notified by p roc l ama t ion 
publ ished in t h e Gaze t t e . 

( b ) P a r a g r a p h s ( d ) and ( e ) of subsect ion o n e 
of this section shall c o m m e n c e u p o n a d a y to b e appo in t ed b y 
t h e G o v e r n o r a n d notified by p roc lamat ion publ ished in t h e 
Gaze t t e , be ing a d a y no t earl ier than the d a y appo in t ed 
p u r s u a n t t o p a r a g r a p h ( a ) of this subsect ion. 

( 3 ) T h e m e m b e r of the Nurses Regis t ra t ion B o a r d 
ho ld ing office p u r s u a n t to p a r a g r a p h (f) of subsect ion one of 
section five of the Pr inc ipa l A c t immedia te ly before the d a y 
appo in t ed p u r s u a n t to p a r a g r a p h ( a ) of subsect ion two of 
this section shall b e deemed to have been elected by registered 
midwifery nurses a n d mothercraf t nurses . 

S Y D N E Y 


