
An Act to repeal the " Sydney Mechanics' 
School of Arts Incorporation Act of 1874" 
and to re-incorporate the said Institution 
and to enable the Committee to borrow 
money and with the sanction of the 
members of the said Institution to sell 
demise or otherwise dispose of either 
absolutely or by way of mortgage the real 
or personal property of the said Institu
tion and for other purposes therein 
mentioned. [23rd October, 1886.] 

WH E R E A S a certain Literary Society or Institution was established 
in Sydney in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-

three under the name or style of the " Sydney Mechanics' School of 
Arts" the objects of the said Institution being the intellectual improve
ment of its members and the cultivation of literature science and art 
And whereas by an Act passed in the thirty-seventh year of the reign of 
Her present Majesty the members of the said Institution were incor
porated And whereas it having been found difficult to manage the 
said Institution under the provisions of the said Act it is expedient to 
repeal the same and to re-incorporate the said Institution by an Act 
containing simple provisions Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's 
Most Excellent Majesty by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South Wales in 
Parliament assembled and by the authority of the same That the said 
Act shall be and is hereby repealed but such repeal shall not affect 
the past operation of any enactment in the said Act contained or any 
proceeding act matter or thing instituted done or commenced there
under And be it further enacted as follows :— 

1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the " Sydney 
Mechanics' School of Arts Incorporation Act of 1880 . " 

2 . 



2. The objects of t he said In s t i t u t i on name ly t h e in te l lec tua l 
improvemen t of its m e m b e r s and t h e cul t ivat ion of l i t e ra ture science 
a n d a r t shall be promoted by the ma in tenance of a l ibrary and read ing 
room the delivery of lectures t he encouragement of social in te l lec tual 
and physical recreat ion and by such other means as t he Commit tee of 
m a n a g e m e n t m a y from t ime to t ime deem advisable. 

3. Al l persons who have already become or who m a y hereaf ter 
become members of the Sydney Mechanics ' School of A r t s (hereinafter 
t e rmed the Ins t i tu t ion) shal l be and t hey arc hereby const i tu ted in to 
a body corporate by the n a m e of t h e " S y d n e y Mechanics ' School of 
Ar t s " a n d by t h a t n a m e shall have pe rpe tua l succession and a common 
seal and may sue and be sued implead and be impleaded answer and 
be answered proceed and be proceeded against in all Cour ts whatsoever . 

4. Al l real and personal proper ty of w h a t n a t u r e or k ind soever 
vested in or held by a n y person or persons w h e t h e r as t rus tees or 
otherwise in t r u s t for t h e said I n s t i t u t i o n shal l on t he passing of th is 
A c t be and the same is hereby t ransferred to and vested in t he said 
body corporate. 

5. The said body corporate are hereby empowered to t ake 
purchase hold and enjoy to t h e m and their successors for ever all t he 
said real a n d personal proper ty hereby t ransferred to and vested in 
t h e m and also m a y t ake pu rchase hold enjoy and receive any other 
real or cha t t e l p roper ty whatsoever necessary or proper for the purpose 
of the In s t i t u t i on and m a y sell grant convey assure demise or other
wise dispose of e i ther absolutely or by way of mor tgage any 
such real or personal p roper ty hereby vested in or hereafter to be 
acqui red by such body corporate; Provided a lways t ha t no sale 
m o r t g a g e demise encumbrance or other disposition whatsoever of any 
such real or personal p roper ty shall be lawful unless t he same shall 
have been previously sanctioned by resolut ion of a genera l or special 
m e e t i n g of t he Member s of t he Ins t i tu t ion . 

6 . The m a n a g e m e n t and control of the I n s t i t u t i o n shal l be 
en t rus ted to a Commit tee to be elected as provided by the By- laws 
and such Commi t t ee shall consist of a Pres iden t four Vice-Pres idents 
a Treasurer and twelve Commit tee-men. 

7. A n y person deriving pecunia ry advantages or e m o l u m e n t 
from t h e I n s t i t u t i o n or cont rac t ing or agree ing the rewi th for t he 
supply of a n y goods mater ia ls or work there to shall be disqualified 
from holding office or a c t i ng as a m e m b e r of t h e Commit tee whilst so 
der iving such advan tage or emolumen t or cont rac t ing or agreeing as 
aforesaid. 

8. If a n y member of t h e Commit tee shall res ign or absent 
himself from the meet ings thereof for t h ree consecutive m o n t h s 
w i t h o u t sufficient cause in t h e opinion of t h e Commit tee or become 
otherwise disqualified his seat shal l be declared vacan t a t t he n e x t 
mee t ing of t h e Commit tee . 

9. The said Commit tee shall have power to m a k e repeal a m e n d 
or a l te r by- laws for t he general regu la t ion of t he affairs of the 
I n s t i t u t i o n a n d the good conduc t thereof and shal l also have power to 
fine suspend or expel any m e m b e r thereof subject to such member ' s 
r igh t to appeal to a general mee t ing to receive expend and m a n a g e 
t h e funds of t he In s t i t u t i on and subject to t h e proviso contained 
in section five hereof m a y borrow money for t h e purposes of the 
In s t i t u t i on on mor tgages of t he real and cha t t e l proper ty of t h e 
In s t i t u t i on or any par t thereof or may borrow money wi thou t secur i ty 
provided t h a t the a m o u n t so borrowed wi thou t securi ty shal l never 
exceed in t he aggrega te t he income of t h e I n s t i t u t i o n for t he las t p re 
ceding year a n d t h e Commi t t ee m a y also set t le and agree to t he 
covenants powers and au thor i t ies to be conta ined in t he securities. 

aforesaid 



aforesaid to le t a n y room or pa r t of t h e said I n s t i t u t i o n for a n y period 
to regu la te t h e admission of persons not be ing m e m b e r s thereof to 
engage and dismiss t he paid officers to dispose of by pub l i c auc t ion or 
p r iva te con t rac t any of the old damaged or worn-ou t books papers 
appa ra tus or o ther effects be longing to t h e said body corporate to 
ins t i tu te conduct a n d defend all legal proceedings and to t ransac t 
genera l ly all the business of t h e In s t i t u t i on Provided t h a t no by- laws 
a l tera t ions or a m e n d m e n t s shall have effect u n t i l t h e y shall have been 
approved by a special genera l mee t ing of t h e m e m b e r s . 

10. A genera l mee t ing of t h e member s of t h e I n s t i t u t i o n of 
wh ich seven days not ice shal l be given by adver t i sement in two daily 
papers shal l be held a n n u a l l y for t h e t ransac t ion of t h e general 
business of t he I n s t i t u t i o n and a t such mee t ing t h e repor t of t h e 
preceding year shall be presented for adopt ion. 

1 1 . A special general m e e t i n g of t h e said m e m b e r s m a y a t any 
t i m e be called by a major i ty of the Commi t t ee or by fifty m e m b e r s of 
t he I n s t i t u t i o n on a requis i t ion in wr i t ing to t he Secretary signed b y 
t h e m and notice of such mee t ing s ta t ing its objects shal l be publ ished 
in two daily newspapers in Sydney at least t en days pr ior to t he day 
of mee t ing . 

12. N o mot ion for w ind ing u p t h e In s t i t u t i on or for repea l ing 
a l te r ing adding to or a m e n d i n g a n y of its by- laws or for a n y o ther 
purpose except formal mot ions shal l bo proposed a t any general 
m e e t i n g unless seven days previous not ice thereof in wr i t ing be given 
to t h e Secretary a n d a dupl ica te of such not ice be a t t h e same t ime 
posted in t h e ves t ibule of t he Ins t i t u t ion . 

13. The said Commit tee shal l have t h e custody and use of the 
common seal of t he said body corporate and t h e form thereof and all 
o ther ma t t e r s re la t ing there to shall f rom t ime to t i m e be de te rmined by 
t h e said Commit tee and a major i ty of t he m e m b e r s thereof present a t 
any m e e t i n g shal l have power to use or direct t he use of such seal for 
all purposes whatsoever r equ i r ing to be evidenced by t h e corporate 
seal of t h e said body corporate Provided a lways t h a t i t shal l no t be 
necessary to requ i re such seal to be affixed as evidence of t h e appoint
m e n t of a n a t torney or solicitor by t h e said body corporate in or for 
t h e prosecut ion of a n y act ion suit or o ther proceeding. 

1 1 . The rules and by-laws of t he In s t i t u t i on in force a t t he t ime 
of t h e passing of th i s A c t are he reby confirmed and shal l except so far 
as repealed a l tered or amended in pur suance of t he provisions of th i s 
A c t be a n d cont inue b ind ing on the members of t he In s t i t u t i on a n d al l 
o the r persons as fully a n d effectually as if t h e same had been m a d e 
unde r th i s A c t a n d a pr in ted copy of such by-laws or of a n y by-laws 
m a d e unde r t h e au tho r i t y of th is A c t sealed wi th t h e seal of t he said 
body corporate and pu rpo r t i ng to be certified by the Secretary of t h e 
I n s t i t u t i o n for t he t ime be ing as correct shal l be received in a l l Courts 
as conclusive evidence of such by-laws and of t he same h a v i n g been 
du ly m a d e u n d e r t h e au tho r i t y of th i s Ac t . 

15. There shal l be th ree audi tors of t h e I n s t i t u t i o n to be elected 
a t each a n n u a l mee t ing who shall be paid such s u m for the i r services 
as t h e Commi t t ee m a y from t i m e to t ime determine . 

10. The Pres ident or a n y one of t he Vice-Pres idents or t h e 
Treasurer or t h e Secretary m a y m a k e such affidavits and do such acts 
and sign such documents as are or m a y be required to be done by t h e 
plaintiff or compla inan t or defendant respectively in any proceeding to 
which the corporat ion m a y be par t ies . 
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