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VICTORTA REGINA.

By Hus BExcellency Sv Cuaries Hornay, Knight Commander of the
Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, Lieutenant Governor
of the Colony of Victoria, §c., §c., &c.

No. I

An Act to protect the rights of Inventors of articles
at the Exhibition in Victoria of One thousand
eight hundred and fifty-four. [Assented to
6th October, 1854.]

5 i HEREAS an exhibition is about to be held in Melbourne of Preamble.

various works of agricultural and industrial produce pursuant to a Pro-
clamation dated the eighteenth day of May One thousand eight hundred
and ffty-four and under the direction of certain Commissioners therein
named And whereas it is expedient that such protection ns hereinafter
mentioned should be afforded to persons desirous of exhibiting new
inventions or improvements in the said exhibition Be it therefore enacted
by His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor of Victoria by and with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof as follows:—

I. Any new invention or improvement for which Letters Patent

- might lawfully be granted under an Act of the Lieutenant Governor

and Legislative Council of Victoria passed in the seventeenth year of
the reign of Her present Majesty Queen Victoria intituled *“ An Aect
“to regulate grants of Patents for inventions in the colony of Vic-
“toria” or any model plan or design of such new invention or im-
provement may at any time during the year One thousand eight
hundred and fifty-four but not afterwards be publicly exhibited at
the said intended exhibition in Melbourne without prejudice to the
validity of any Letters Patent to be thereafter during the term of
the provisional registration hereinafter mentioned granted for such in-
vention and improvement to the true and first originator or discoverer
thereof Provided that such invention or improvement have previously
to such public exhibition thereof been provisionally registered in manner
hereinafter mentioned and provided also that the same be not otherwise
publicly exhibited or used by or with the consent of the orginator or
discoverer prior to the granting of any such Letters Patent as aforesaid
except as hereinafter mentioned Provided also that no sale or transfer or
contract for sale or transfer of the right to or benefit of any invention or
improvement so provisionally registered or of the rights acquired under
this Act or to be acquired under any Letters Patent to be granted for

such invention or improvement shall be deemed a use of such invention
or
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or unpr ovement and the pubh('atlon of any account or description of such
invention or improvement in any (ultahwuo paper newspaper periodical
or otherwise shall not affeet the v l]l(llf\’ of any Letters Patent to be
during such term granted as m)rvs‘ml

1I. The 1)ul)1w trial or cxhibition of any such invention or
improvement as aforesaid wlu(l shall be certified by any three of the
said Commissioners named m the said proclamation to have taken place
ander the direction of the said Commissioners for purposes conneeted
with the said exhibition thercof whether such trial or exhibition take
place before or after the passing of this Act shall not prevent the pro-
visional registration of such invention or improvement under this Act
nor 1)1\,J11(11(3c or affect the validity of any Letters Patent to be granted
for such mvention or improvement during such term as afor esaid.

ITI. The Registrar General of Vlcton a on being furnished with a
description in wrltmo sighed by or on behalf of the person claiming to
be the true and first originator or discoverer of any new invention or
improvement intended to he exhibited as aforesaid (such description
containing the name and place of address of such person) and on being
satisfied that such invention or improvement is proper to he so exhibited
and that the deseription in writing so furnished describes the nature of
the said nvention or impr ovement so intended to he exhibited and in

what manner the same is to be performed shall make and enter a pro-
visional registration of such invention or improvenient which shall con-
tinue in force for the term of six months from the time of the same being
so registered and the said Registrar General shall certify under his hand
that such invention or nnprovement has been provisionally registered
and the date of such registration and the name and place of address of
the person by or on whose bhehalf the registration was effected
Provided that if any invention or improvement so provisionally regis-
tered be not actually exhibited at the said intended exhibition as afore-
said or if the same invention or improvement he in use by others at the
time of the said registration or if the person by or on whose hehalt' the
said registration has heen effected be not the first and true originator or
discoverer thercof sucl registration shall e absolutely void.

IV. The descrlptlon in writing of any invention or improvement
so provisionally registered shall he preserved in such manner and
subject to such reg ulationis as the said Registrar General shall direct
and any 1nvent10n or improvement so provmoually registered or any
model plan or design thercof which shall be exhibited at the said
intended exhibition as aforesaid shall have the words “ provisionally
registered ” marked thereon or attached thereto with the date of the
said registration.

V. All Letters Patent to be, during the term of any such
provisional registration granted in re spect of any invention or improve-
ment so provnsmnally 1'ur1st(,1'cd shall notwithstanding the registration
and notwithstanding the exhibition thercof as aforcsaid be of the same
validity as if such invention or improvement had not been registered or
exhibited and it shall be lawful for the Colonial S(,(,ret(u'y or other proper
officer on the grant of any Letters Patent to any originator or discoverer in
respect of any invention or improvement provn.swnally registered under
this Act to cause such Letters Patent to be signed and s aled as of the
day of such provisional registration and to bear date the day of such
provisional registration any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
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